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Other names:
Yellow-billed Tropichird and Golden Bosunbird (restricted to golden
form on Christmas Island).

Threatened Status:

Not globally threatened, but on some islands a number of suitable
breeding sites have been lost. On Christmas Island rats, feral cats
and Yellow Crazy Ants Anoplolepis gracilipes are major threats.

Description:

The White-tailed Tropicbird is smaller and lighter than its close
relative the Red-tailed Tropichird but both have an amazing capacity
for sustained flight. The very distinctive golden form of the White-
tailed Tropicbird on Christmas Island, the so called Golden Bosun, is
one of the most spectacular seabirds of our region.

Adult is white (with or without a weak to strong apricot or orange-
yellow tinge), except for a black spot in front of the eye and
extending over the eye to ear forming a facial mask. On Christmas
Island only about 10% of the population are white. Extensive black
on upperwing (on outer primaries) and on inner secondaries forming
a conspicuous diagonal black bar on otherwise white wing. Long
central tail feathers or streamers. Bill olive to yellow, legs greenish
white and claws and ends of toes black.

Juvenile has blackish bill, lacks tail streamers and is extensively
barred blackish on upperparts.

Call:
A crackling or rattling ‘keyrrok’ usually given in pursuit display flights
over the breeding areas also a harsh scream at nest.

Breeding:

Nests in a variety of situations including tree hollows, among
buttress roots, in cliff cavities and holes in limestone pinnacles.
Breeding more or less continuous, single egg mostly white heavily
marked with dark purplish brown. Both adults share in incubation
and feeding the chick.

Life span: Probably around 40 years.

Distribution:

In the eastern Indian Ocean occurs on Christmas Island, Cocos-
Keeling Islands, Ashmore Reef and Rowley Shoals. The golden form
is only recorded from Christmas Island where they are found
throughout the island from coast to inland plateau.

Habitat and food:
Tropical waters well offshore. Its food consists mainly of squid and
flying fish.
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Status Ancaman:

Tidak terancam secara global, namun pada di beberapa pulau
keberadaan lokasi berbiak telah hilang. Ancaman utama di Pulau
Christmas berupa tikus, kucing kampung dan jenis Semut gila
kuning Anoplolepis gracilipes.

Deskripsi:

Jenis ini berukuran lebih kecil dan lebih terang daripada jenis
kerabatnya yaitu Buntut-sate Merah namun keduanya memiliki
kemampuan yang hebat saat terbang. Pada jenis yang memiliki
warna kuning emas di Pulau Christmas, disebut Golden Bosun,
merupakan salah satu burung laut yang paling spektakuler di Pulau
Christmas.

Dewasa berwarna putih (dengan atau tanpa warna buah apricot
keemasan yang tegas atau sedikit), kecuali warna hitam pada
bagian depan mata hingga ke telinga membentuk seperti masker
wajah. Di Pulau Christmas sekitar 10% dari populasi berwarna putih.
Warna hitam yang meluas pada bagian atas sayap (bulu terluar
primer) dan pada bulu sekunder bagian dalam membentuk garis
hitam diagonal pada sisi sayap putih yang lain. Bulu ekor tengah
panjang atau berbentuk seperti pita. Paruh jingga hingga kuning,
kaki putih kehijauan dan cakar dan jari kaki hitam.

Muda memiliki paruh kehitaman, tidak memiliki ekor panjang dan
terdapat warna kehitaman pada bagian atas ekor.

Suara:
Berbunyi ‘keyrrok’ biasanya sambil melakukan pertunjukan terbang
diatas lokasi berbiak juga bunyi jeritan keras saat di sarang.

Berbiak:

Sarang berada di lubang pohon, antara akar banir, rongga tebing
dan lubang pada batu kapur. Berbiak sepanjang tahun, telur
berjumlah satu dengan warna putih dengan coklat gelap keunguan.
Kedua induk mengerami dan memberikan makan anak.

Masa Hidup: Kemungkinan sekitar 40 tahun.

Distribusi:

Di Samudra Hindia di Pulau Christmas, Pulau Cocos-Keeling, Pulau
Ashmore Reef dan Rowley Shoals. Jenis dengan warna kuning
keemasan hanya teramati diseluruh pulau dari pantai hingga
dataran tinggi dari Pulau Christmas.

Habitat dan Pakan:
Perairan tropis hingga lepas pantai. Makanan utama cumi dan ikan
terbang.

Diteriemahkan oleh: Fransisca Noni Tirtaningtyas
(www.burung-nusantara.org)

fomt WESTERN
dfnk AUSTRALIAN
N MUSEUM




Bk 1
HES

Phaethon lepturus

Ron Johnstone

Department of Terrestrial Vertebrates

© Western Australian Museum, March 2016
Images: Peter Mortimer, Keith Lightbody and Eric Tan.
Layout: Kim Sarti.

FHoAh A H5K -

Yellow-billed Tropicbird ! Golden Bosunbird
A SR AR T7E e 5D

@Zﬂj}%%&

ANREERZ M, BRHE SN, FREANFHEBICERET.
EXUEE, 2R, BB (Unoplolepis gracilipes)

& E BB

ik -

HESBIEMIEN (LES) B/, B, HE, WEHAE AR
KATRE ). EXREBWAEE AN SR RS, WHFA Golden
Bosun, ZAHLX HOHM IS 2 —.

M EHEFHFES AR

TR AL AR SE R B B2 Rl — T . 7RSS, HA10%1 A ESA

A, EHREHNEEE L, AERRORIER. XEUE FEMA
TE2 MR IMIE AT . BAKE IR P s . GoE i, Es

HE, T FEIRE R 2 R .

KA H RO, HREREAREENIGE. e LESawE iz
MR,

IFh=p

EHEEIERE XEME R BRETEL “RBI2” Wi, ArHEESE, f
FHEAHIRMFE,

®H:

HEFNEEAE S MIEO NS, X OREEMINE, BCRIRN, &R
AKERER . EEHEZBDRIESN . KEHZINE, MELE
NG KEFRA RSO . MEAHENE R B RS i AR 558 Y

FEfm: K40

A i

FEZREN LRI EUE By, BRI — 2R 5,

BTt S RTEA D M H b @O rER A R Bl mH e S
BBy, MR B PR I

WS AT ).

Pty KB CL R . BT B T S S N

#%:.  #%E%R (Felicia Phua)

fomt WESTERN
ii-h AUSTRALIAN
N MUSEUM



