Information Sheet

Christmas Island Hawk-Owl
Ninox natalis

Other names:
Christmas Island Boobook The name is an allusion to the type
locality of Christmas Island.

Threatened Status:
Currently listed as ‘Vulnerable’, but previously listed as Ciritically
Endangered because of its small range.

Description:

A small 26—-29 cm owl mainly rufous brown with rows of white spots
on upper wing coverts and darker brown barring on wing and tail
feathers. Lores (feathers between the eye and the bhill), short line
above eye and chin white. Eyes yellow, bill blue grey and legs and
feet pale yellow.

Adults of both male and female are similar except female is slightly
larger.

Juvenile birds are similar to adult, but paler and with downy or
fluffier appearance.

Call:

A series of double syllable “cup-chup” or “boo-book” ending in a
short, dog-like bark. This is repeated several times with birds
answering one another.

Breeding:
Poorly known. Nesting in hollows of large emergent trees in closed
forest.

Life span: probably in the order of 20 years.

Distribution:
Endemic to Christmas Island and occurring throughout the island.
This is the only owl reported from Christmas Island.

Habitat and food:

Nocturnal and rather secretive. Most often seen perched motionless
in dense foliage. Favours rainforest, but also forages in and around
settlements. Food comprises mainly insects including beetles, bugs,
grasshoppers and mantids; also reptiles including geckos and
skinks, small birds, rats and bats. Threats include vehicle strikes and
clearing of rainforest, but most of its habitat is now included in the
national park.
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Punggok Christmas
Ninox natalis

Status Ancaman:

Saat ini terdaftar sebagai jenis 'Rentan’, namun sebelumnya
terdaftar sebagai “Terancam punah” karena persebarannya yang
kecil.

Deskripsi:

Ukuran kecil 26—29 cm, berwarna coklat karat dengan deretan bintik
putih pada penutup atas sayap dan garis coklat gelap pada bulu
sayap dan ekor. Kekang (bulu antara mata dan paruh), terdapat
garis pendek di atas mata dan dagu putih. Mata kuning, paruh biru
keabuan dan kaki kuning pucat.

Dewasa jantan dan betina memiliki warna serupa, betina sedikit
lebih besar .

Remaja mirip dengan dewasa, namun lebih pucat dengan bulu
halus.

Suara:

Serangkaian suara "cup-chup" atau "boo-book" yang berakhir
dengan suara pendek, seperti gonggongan anjing. Suara diulang
beberapa kali dengan sahutan dari burung lain.

Berbiak:
Tidak diketahui. Bersarang di cekungan pohon dekat hutan.

Masa berbiak: Kemungkinan dalam kurun waktu 20 tahun

Distribusi:
Endemik Pulau Christmas dan terdapat di seluruh pulau. Hanya
jenis ini yang tercatat di Pulau Christmas.

Habitat dan pakan:

Jenis nokturnal dan diam-diam. Lebih sering di hutan, namun juga
mencari makan di sekitar pemukiman. Pakan utama serangga
termasuk kumbang, belalang. Jenis reptil termasuk tokek dan kadal,
burung kecil, tikus dan kelelawar. Ancaman berupa tertabrak mobil
dan penebangan hutan, namun saat ini sebagian besar habitat telah
termasuk taman nasional.

Diterjemahkan oleh: Fransisca Noni Tirtaningtyas
(www.burung-nusantara.org)
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