
Create A Mollusc Timeline

It’s the mollusc!  A soft bodied invertebrate (no backbone) animal, 
many of which have a hard outer shell for protection. We are more 
familiar with their remains - the shells we find on the beach. 

1. Make a line on the ground or floor, about two metres long  
using string or wool or rope. You can make it longer if you  
have the room.

2. Copy (write and draw) or print the timeline game pieces: objects 
and dates.

3. Cut out each date piece eg 1880’s, and place it on the timeline 
starting with the oldest, 500 million years, and finish with  
Today - 2020.

4. Cut out each object piece, complete with title and date. Match 
the date on the timeline with the date on the object.

5. What other things and events can you add to the mollusc 
timeline?  Eg.

 • When did you find your first or your favourite shell?

 • When did you make something using shells?

 • When did you eat a mollusc? (oysters, scallops, abalone, 
mussels…)

6. What other themes can you make a timeline for?

 • your own personal timeline

 • your family

 • dinosaurs

 • insects

 • your pet…

7.  Share your timelines with your friends and compare what was 
recorded and delight in the differences that come up.

Western Australian Museum

What else can you discover about  
these Marvellous Molluscs? 

What animal is still around after 
500 million years? 

190 million years

1939 - 1945

1880’s

500 million years

2000’s

 165  million years

Today - 2020



M
ol

lu
sc

 o
bj

ec
ts

 fr
om

 th
e 

M
us

eu
m

 o
f G

er
al

dt
on

C
ut

 o
ut

 a
ll 

tim
el

in
e 

ga
m

e 
pi

ec
es

: o
bj

ec
ts

 a
nd

 d
at

es
.

N
ew

m
ar

ra
ca

rr
a 

Li
m

es
to

ne
 

Fo
ss

ili
se

d 
m

ol
lu

sc
 sh

el
ls 

in
 

lim
es

to
ne

, l
oc

at
ed

 in
la

nd
 

no
t f

ar
 fr

om
 G

er
al

dt
on

, i
n 

an
 a

re
a 

th
at

 w
as

 o
nc

e 
 

a 
sh

al
lo

w
 o

ce
an

.

   
16

5 
 m

ill
io

n 
ye

ar
s

Br
ac

hi
op

od
s 

Th
es

e 
ar

e 
th

e 
ol

de
st

 k
no

w
n 

ty
pe

 o
f m

ol
lu

sc
. 

50
0 

m
ill

io
n 

ye
ar

s

Bl
ac

k-
Li

pp
ed

 P
ea

rl 
O

ys
te

r –
 A

br
ol

ho
s  

Pi
nc

ta
da

 m
ar

ga
rit

ife
ra

 
W

ha
t a

re
 so

m
e 

of
 th

e 
 

co
lo

ur
s o

f t
he

 p
ea

rls
 

Pi
nc

ta
da

 m
ar

ga
rit

ife
ra

 
pr

od
uc

es
?  20

00
’s

W
ed

di
ng

 C
ak

e 
 

M
ad

e 
w

ith
 lo

ca
l s

he
lls

 b
y 

W
ill

ia
m

 ‘C
ra

bb
ie

’ D
av

is 
fo

r 
th

e 
w

ed
di

ng
 o

f o
ne

 o
f h

is 
11

 c
hi

ld
re

n.
 H

e 
ca

m
e 

to
 

G
er

al
dt

on
 in

 18
73

. 
Ar

e 
yo

u 
re

la
te

d 
to

 h
im

? 
H

ow
 m

an
y 

ch
ild

re
n 

ar
e 

in
 

yo
ur

 fa
m

ily
? 

W
ha

t h
av

e 
yo

u 
m

ad
e 

fr
om

 
sh

el
ls?

  

18
80

’s
M

ar
ve

ll
ou

s 
M

ol
lu

cs
 C

re
at

e 
A 

M
ol

lu
sc

 T
im

el
in

e 
  W

es
te

rn
 A

us
tr

al
ia

n 
M

us
eu

m
   

20
20

 



Br
oa

d-
W

in
ge

d 
Pe

ar
l S

he
ll

Th
es

e 
ar

e 
fo

un
d 

ar
ou

nd
 th

e 
A

br
ol

ho
s I

sla
nd

s. 
 

H
av

e 
yo

u 
fo

un
d 

a 
sh

el
l w

ith
 

th
e 

lu
st

ro
us

 m
ot

he
r-

of
-

pe
ar

l o
n 

th
e 

in
sid

e?

20
00

’s

A 
Co

lle
ct

io
n 

of
 

Fo
ss

ili
se

d 
M

ol
lu

sc
s

Th
es

e 
fo

ss
ili

se
d 

sh
el

ls 
ar

e 
fr

om
 th

e 
M

id
 W

es
t r

eg
io

n 
da

tin
g 

fr
om

 th
e 

Ju
ra

ss
ic

 
pe

rio
d.

  
W

hi
ch

 o
ne

 is
 a

n 
oy

st
er

 
sh

el
l?

 

19
0 

m
ill

io
n 

ye
ar

s 

Pe
ar

l S
he

ll 
Br

oo
ch

M
ad

e 
fr

om
 B

ro
om

e 
pe

ar
l 

sh
el

l b
y 

a 
G

er
al

dt
on

 
so

ld
ie

r, 
C

or
po

ra
l W

ill
ia

m
 

M
cG

au
ra

n,
 w

hi
le

 h
e 

w
as

 
st

at
io

ne
d 

in
 th

e 
Ki

m
be

rle
y 

re
gi

on
 d

ur
in

g 
W

or
ld

 W
ar

 II
. 

W
ho

 d
o 

yo
u 

th
in

k 
W

ill
ia

m
 

m
ad

e 
th

is 
br

oo
ch

 fo
r?

19
39

 - 
19

45

Ba
le

r S
he

ll 
D

is
he

s
Fr

om
 M

ar
ro

n 
st

at
io

n,
 n

ea
r 

C
ar

na
rv

on
. 

W
ho

 w
er

e 
th

e 
or

ig
in

al
 

ow
ne

rs
 o

f t
he

se
 sh

el
l d

ish
es

? 
W

ha
t m

ig
ht

 th
ey

 h
av

e 
be

en
 

us
ed

 fo
r?

   

D
at

e 
un

kn
ow

n 

19
0 

m
ill

io
n 

ye
ar

s
19

39
 - 

19
45

50
0 

m
ill

io
n 

ye
ar

s

D
at

e 
un

kn
ow

n
20

00
’s

16
5 

 m
ill

io
n 

ye
ar

s
18

80
’s

20
00

’s

To
da

y 
- 2

02
0

C
ut

 o
ut

 a
ll 

tim
el

in
e 

ga
m

e 
pi

ec
es

: o
bj

ec
ts

 a
nd

 d
at

es
.

M
ar

ve
ll

ou
s 

M
ol

lu
cs

C
re

at
e 

A 
M

ol
lu

sc
 T

im
el

in
e 

  W
es

te
rn

 A
us

tr
al

ia
n 

M
us

eu
m

   
20

20
 


