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Coastcare: Abrolhos Islands Project 1999
Myra Stanbury

Introduction

The Houtmean Abrollos Islands

The Houtnan Abrolhos [slands and the waters which
surround them are Important to many sectors of the
Western Australian communitn, As the Minister fo
Fisheries, the Hono Montv House MLAL states in the
Minister'sForeword to Management of the Houtinea Abroliios
System (Fisheries WAL T998), thev are of “distinet
cnvironmental and historical significance and have "high
cconomic and social value™. Demand for use of this
unique environment s placiyg the Abrolhos Islands
ccosvstem under increasing pressie. Careful and co-
ordinated management is rc(]uirv(l, theretore, to ensure
that those feattnres which make the Houonan Abrollios
unique are protected for the funne,

The islands are an A=Class reserve (A20255) vested i
the Minister for Fisheriesfor the conservaton of floraand
fauna, tournsm and puarposes associated with the fishing,
indusay. They are managed by Fisheries WA undes
regulations established pursuant w the f9dr Resowrces
Management Aet 1993 AUA)L N plane Management of the
Howtwman Abrollios Systew (Fisheries WAL 19980 was
published in December 1998 with proposed strategices
Cimmediate” and Congoing’) to address marine and
terrestrial management issues at the Abrolhos Iskads.

The primary management goal s

To conserve the envitonnient of the Abrolhos Istands tor
present and future generations as a viable ccosystem, Iy
protecung natwal diversity, cultunal heritage and ensuring

ccologically sustainable tse (Fisheries WA, 1998 19).

Role of the Western Australian Museum
As stated in the management plan:

The Abolhos Islands v e aunique partol Australia’sheritage
withaviolentand colourfal past. Theros mereasing intcrest
inthe historical archhcological, culturaland heritage values

of the Abolhos Islands. .

and . asignificantrecenting case
in the ninmbars of people making the effort to visit histone

sites (Fishertes WAL TUOR: 65,

The Western Austrahan Muoscum has administrative
responsibilities for the State’s Mawidtime Arcliaeology Aet
1973and the Commonwealth Hostore Shipuovecks Aet 1970,
These Acts eftectively combine to protect valuable State
and Commonwealth maritime heritage sites, both above
and below the water. The Departiment of Maritime
Archacologvat the Western Austratian Maritime Museun,

£
==

=
COAS1 AR

Iremante.is entrustedwith the responsibility of managing
State and Commonwealth protected historic shipwrecks
and associated historice sites on land throughout Western
Australia.

The Abrolhos Islands are noted for some of the most
mportant maritime archacological sites in Australia,
sites which are mmternationally signilicant and a major
attracton forvisitows to the istands. The complex of sites
in the Wallabi Group associated with the loss of the Dutch
Fast-Indiaman Beafaviain 16249, and the fate ofits survivors,
are among the most well known. They represent some of
the oldest European habitation sites in Ausuralia. Yet
surprisingly thev remain poorly understood.

Many of the archacological sites in the Abrolhos
[slunds have suffered with the passage ol time, and
uncontrolled aceess. Souvenir hunting. fossicking, metal
detector probes, removal andyor “reconstruction” of
standimg sttuctures, and unauthorised “diggings’ have
resulted in constderable Toss ol archaecological
informaton Thisresultsinaconfused rather than aclear
picture of what actually happened in the past.

During the developmental phases of the planning
strateey for the Houttan Abrolhos, itwas recommended
that:

Further rescarchiinto anchacological and historical sites on
and around the slands s to be encouraged (Abrolhos
Isands Task Force, TO8S: 23,

Acting on that recommendation, the Western
Aust alian Maritime Muserin has svstematically sought
tunding fromvarious rescarchand heritage organisations
to carry outresearchinvestigations of significant maritine
heritage sites in the Abrolhos Islands. Further supported
by recommendations from the Australia Netherlands
Committee on Old Dutch Shipwiecks (ANCODS) (Green,
Stanbury & Gaastra, T993), one of its principal aims has
been to undertake a comprehensive survey. evaluation
and Timited excavation of selected sites associated with
the sumvivors of the Batavia.

Although extensive archaecological work has been
undertaken by the Musewm on the Batavia underwater
stte (see Green, 1989) . the associated land sites hiave not
1eceived the same degree ol attentdon. Small mapping
projects and test excavations have been carried out on
some of theislandswith the aim ot recording and verifving
the locaton of previoushv 1eported finds (see Stanbury,
1993). However, new svstems of surveving now allow
thesesites to be positioned more accurately. Furthermore,
non-destructive, remotesensing technology, such as
Ground Penewating Radar, has the potential to locate
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new and possibly undisturbed archaeological remains
which could reveal new rescarch information about the
historical events which took place in the Abrolhos centuries
ago.

Modern scientific and forensic techniques, not
available when the Balavia was first located in the 1960s,
can now assist archaecologists in their analyses and
interpretations, particularly with regard to human
osteological (skeletal) material. Existing evidence, and
new data, can be wreated in much more sophisticated
ways, opening up new vistas on the past.

Sir Mortimer Wheeler maintained that “archaeology
is digging up people, not things’, meaning that it was
important to use the artefacts found in excavations to
bring to life the people who made and used them
(Wheeler, quoted in Prag & Neave, 1997: 11). [n recent
times, his precept has been taken one step further:
techniques are now available which euable the facial
characteristics of ancient skulls to be
reconstructed, giving historical figures a lifelike identity.
Although the reconstruction mayv notbe a totallyaccurate

human

representation of how the person appeared in real life,
scientific developments in the field of cranio-facial
reconstruction have led to the production of credible
likeness when images of known historical persons have
been compared with the reconstruction.

The combination of stereolithographyand Computer
Tomography (CT), or three dimensional (3-D) X-ray
images, is enabling complex archaeological material,
suchas skulls and other skeletal material. to be replicated
with a degree of accuracy and detail not obtainable by
conventional replication methods (see Arnold IIT &
McAllister, 1998). The diagnostic features of the skeletal
components ¢an be stored on computer, forming a
permanent part of the archacological record for a
particularindividual(s). The data can be used atanv time
to view the skull or other bone from any perspective and
to make prototype models for casting and facial
reconstruction. Experimental work using this technique
has been undertaken successfully on the remains of a
French sailor whose remainswere recovered in 1996 from
the hold of the wreck of Renc-Robert Cavelier Sicur de La
Salle’s supply ship the Belle, lost ofl the coast of Texas in
1696 (see Hamilton, 1997). La Salle was endeavouring to
establish a French colony along the Gulf coast.

Similarly, recent developments in DNA testing have
opened up a new area of study called ‘molecular
archaeology’ (Blau, in Zarmat & Cremin, 1998: 144).
This potentially allows archaeologists to trace the genetic
relatives of the ancient bodies thev have discovered,
possibly even establishing links between ancient and
modern people. In this way, theyare able to come another
step closer to meecting the historical people they are
studving. This technique, too, is being used on the La
Salle victim i1 the hopes that the DNA profile may link
this individual to modern relatives (Hamilton, 1997).
Similar studiesare proposedfor skeletal remains recovered

from the British Acimiralty ship HMS Pandora, wrecked in
1796 off the coast of north Queenstand (Gesner, P. and
Steptoe, D., 1999, pers. comm.).

The Coastwest/Coastcare Abrolhos Islands Project

A Coastwest/ Coasteare grantwas awarded to the Western
Australian Maritime Muscum, Fisheries WA and associated
government agencies and connunity groups to assess
the extent of the archaeological evidence relating to the
Batavia (1629) incident in the Wallabi Group, Houtman
Abrolhos. Having evaluated the evidence, the project will
make management recommendations and implement
strategies to ensure that the heritage content of the sites
is protected and, at the same time, accessible for the
benefit of the public. The objective is to improve inter-
agency cooperation, and provide both increased
information to visitors and community involvement in
management.

As outlined in the First Phase Planning document
(Green, 1999), circulated to participating organisations
and community groups, the first phase of the project
involved afieldwork componentin the Abrolhosfocussing
on two aspects: archacology and survey.

This Interim Report aims to provide a brief outline of
the organisation of the project, the work carried out and
preliminary results.

Project organisation

The Abrolhos Islands Project was initiated as a joint

undertaking between the following governmentagencies

and community groups, each offering support and

assistance with the planning andlogistics, field operations

and volunteer labour:

e Western Australian Maritime Muscum

e  Fisheries WA

e Conservation and Land Management (CALM)

*  Geraldton Professional Fishermen’s Association (GPFA)

* Maritime  Archaeological of
WesternAustralia (MAAWA)

In addition, a number of volunteers and professional

Association

cousultants were drawi from private enterprise, tertiary
institutions, other government agencies and commumity
associations including:

¢ Curtin University of Technology

e  Geraldton TAFE

e University of Western Australia

*  Quecen Elizabeth IT PathCentre

e PRISM Australia

*  Batavia Coast Maritinie Heritage Association

e Fisheries WA: Volunteer Group

A conmplete list of personnel involved in the project is
given in Appendix 1. A total of 31 persons directly
participated in the field operations.

The project team was based on Beacou Island during
the three-week fiekd season from 25 September to 16
October 1999. They were accommodated in “Dransfield
House’ (courtesy Fisheries WA) and in private camps
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belonging to Beacon Island fishermen (courtesy Rod
Dransfield and John Ashplant).

A core team of Museum personnel and “permanent’
volunteers remained on the island for the duration of the
expedition, additional assistance being provided by
changing teams of volunteers, specialists and media
personnel on a weekly basis. The first group travelled
from Geraldion to Beacon Island on the Fisheries patrol
boat PV Wealcott under the command of Quine Parkes,
with crew Bruce Webber, Garry Johannesen and Murray
Verne. After assisting the pearling tugger Willie to return
to the Geraldton wharf to attend tomechanical problems,
the team arrived at Beacon Island in about 31/2 hours.

Allequipment, personal gear, food, and othersupplies,
including the Department of Maritime Archaeology’s
dive boat Seaspray, had to be brought to Geraldton from
Fremantle by road, and similarlyreturned. Towing services
tor Seaspraywere provided by Accredited Towing Services.
At Geraldton, volunteers assisted Museum and Fisheries
personnel with the loading of the Walcott and became
quite familiar and adept with the process of packing,
loading, unloading and unpacking gear throughout the
expedition. The return trip on the Southern Lady, skippered
by Bevan Suckling with crewman Nick Linton was a
somewhat slower vovage, with less favourable sea
conditions.

Intermediate changes of teams were made by air
charter (Shine Aviation) between Geraldton and East
Wallabi Island, Seaspray, skippered by Geoff Kimpton,
ferrying passengers to and from Beacon Island.
F()rtunatt‘ly, weather and sea conditions on transfer davs
were in our favour and planned schedules were able to be
maintained. Ray Howarth, skipper of the supply/charter

boat Island Leader. also assisted with the transport of

sensitive technical equipment too heavy to be flown to
Beacon Island.

All participants were given a briefing document in
advaice of the expedition (see Appendix 2) together
with Volunteer Worker Indemnity Forms as required by
the Muscuim. Emphasis was placed on the unique nature
of the Abrothos System and protective policies applicable
to the arca, together with general advice as to weather,
accommodation, safety and personal requirements.

Many of the volunteers had never been to the Abrothos
Islands before; living a relatively Spartan existence on a
smallisland was anew experience. In addition to assisting
with the various project activities, all personnel were
rostered to share with the catering and general camp
duties—recycling vubbish and managing the intricacies
of the composting toilet. For some. even cooking was a
first-time event!

Each group consisted of men and women of differing
agesand diverse backgrounds representing a broad range
of skills and expertise. This proved to be one of the most
beneticial aspects of the project; evervone had something
valuable to offer, whether it was technical expertise in
one form or another, or simply a delicious new recipe to

sustain the workforce. Working days commenced with a
meeting at 0800 (following breakfast), to plan and discuss
the day’s activities; this was important in order that
everyone clearly understood what was happening. Apart
from the project leaders and volunteers assigned to
specific projects, all expedition volunteers were given the
opportunity to participate in avariety ot tasks so that they
were notpermanentlyassigned to the same job. Evenings,
particularly those spent around the barbecue, proved to
be anextremelysociable time and generated a good team
Spirit.

Manv of the volunteers maintained their own personal

journals, MAAWA members being specifically asked by

their association to do so in order that these accoruts can
contribute to the final Coastcare report.







Archaeology

Juliette Pasveer

Introduction

In the late 1980s human bones were located during the
digging of a trench for aleach drain in the backvard of a
tishing camp on Beacon Island, currently licensed to the
Ashplant family, but occupiedin the 1960s by Mr O. ‘Pop’
Marten who made the accidental discovery of the first of
aseries of skeletons on the island, Unbeknown to him at
that time, he had also discovered, in the viemity of his

cap, tre fiystdated object from the Batavic—an engraved
brass trumpet garland marked with the Roman numerals
for the year 1628 (see Halls, 1964 250 Stanbury, 1998:
108).
knowledge of curtously=shaped objects on the sea-bed at

Although some ol the local fishermen had

asite on nearby Morning Reefl itwas not until 1963 that
this proved to be the remains of the VOO Retoursehi)
Batavia, wrecked on | June 1629,

News of the discovery of the underwater site led to
frenzy of Cdigging” and uncontrolled excavations on
Beacon and other islands in the Wallabi Group (sec
Edwards, [1966] 1973: 169; Stanburv, 1998: 107-108).
Scarches uncovered various items including broken
ceramics, beads, metal objects, faunal assemblages ete..
and more human remains. Inrecentyears, the collection
of Batavic human skeletal material held at the Western
Auwstralian Museum, Geraldton Region Museum, the
National Maritime Muscum and the
Nederlands Scheepvaart Muscum, Amsterdam, has been

Australian

subject to ntensive re-investigation as new analytical
techniques have become available. The combined
expertise of physical and forensic anthropologists,
historians and others has greatly expanded the existing
body of knowledge of the victims of the Batavia mutiny
and continues 1o do so (see Pasveer, ef «l., 1998; Amalfi,
1999).

The bones, includingsome skull fragments, uncarthed
in the 1980s, were put back into the trench and covered
up when the drain was finished. The Muscum was not
mformed about the finds until a Commonwealth Historic
Shipwrecks Ammestvwas declared in 1993-94. Thisallowed
people tomake reports withoutfear of prosecution under
the Historic Shipwrecks Act 1976 and to declare any
unregistered cultural material that thev might have in
their possession.

Unfortunately, in this instance, the site had already
becn subjected to vandalisin, some bones having been
reportedly removed. In 1994, a small team from the
Western Australian Maritime Muscum, led by Myra
Stanbury, went to the island to investigate the site and to
assess the extent of the damage. For this purpose a small
test pitwas dug (about 4 nr?) and some scattered skeletal
remains were found and taken back to the Museum to be

£
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curated and studied. From these remainsitwas established
that there were at least three individuals (two adults and
a child) buried at the site (Hunneybun, 1995: Pasveer, e/
al., 1993).

The degree of prior human disturbance and ongoing
disturbance by local wildlife (especially various species of
mutton birds). together with the risk of future vandalisim
led to the decision to fullv excavate the site, This would
also provide an opportunity to extend the rescarch on the
historical skeletal remains.,

The results presented here should be considered
prefiminary, as the finds are still in the process of being
cleaned. identified, catalogued and restored.

Excavation methods

Weeds and a . 1 mostrip of bushes and shrubs at the
southern edge of Ashplant’s backvard were removed to
provide access o the arca of the 1994 test excavaton
(Gibbs, 1994) . An excavation grid wassctup starting from
this location, and extended over most of the surface of
Ashplant’s backyard (see Fig. 2). The excavated squares
are D4 and 4 (the southern halves), D5 and Eb, D6 and
EG. This covers the area of the 1994 excavation, plus an
extension of 0.5 m in a southerly direction. The squarces
excavated m 1994 have been renamed to conform with
the new and larger grid system. Excavation was done in
square metres, but to relate the grid to the area excavated
in 1994, onlv half the square was excavated in sone cases.

The squares were excavated i d e spits (designated
depths of soil), except in those areas which had already
been excavated in 1994, All removed soil was sieved in
both a 5 mum and 3 mm sieve, and the residues were
scarched on site for archaeological material. Recent
domestic materials (old batteries, plastics, nails, broken
pegs, cte.) were properlyv disposed of. Finds were
extensively filmed, photographed and drawn (see Franke
& Green, thisreport). The exactlocation of every find was
three- dimensionally measured. All finds were removed,
with the exception of a deposit of dense, black soil of
uncertain originand significance (see further discussion);
thiswasleft i sitiand coveredwith black plastic and coral
slabs. for protection, before the pit was back-illed with
the sicved deposit. The excavation area was finally re-
greened.

Excavation was done under the cover of a tarpaulin
not only to protect the excavated material from the sun
andrain, butalso toallow excavation to continue regardless
of the weather. The bones were continuously spraved
with fresh water to prevent them from drving out too
quickly. After removal, all finds were allowed to dry
slowly, wrapped in pH neutral paper within unscaled
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Glass

Two glassbottles were tound in the arca outside the burial
pit. This arca contained scattered remains of modern
rubbish. The bottles appear to date from this century.
One bottle (BILS 220) has the embossed letters "AGM™ on
the base indicating that it was made by the Australian
Glass Manufacturing Company Limited (see Arnold, 1985:
25-34; 1987: 8; Boow, 1991: 176). The company was
originally established in Melbourne as the Melbourne
Glass Bottle Works (MGBW) but  following an
amalgamation with the Waterloo Glass Bottle Works
Company Limited. in 1915, changed its name to Australian

Glass Manulacturing Company Limited; it s now part of

Australian Consolidated Industries (ACH. Raised letiers
and symbols created on the glass through use of fullsize
moulds, either blown, pressed, or machine-made was the
mostcomnion form of commercial marking on containers
and tableware in the [8th and 19th centuries (see Jones
& Sullivan, 1989: 16).

The letter *A” has a square top, with the left arm
slightly shorter than the vight; both arve slightly concave.
The letter "G is set above the cross bar of the “A; with the
letter "M’ below (sce Arnold, 1985: 27). The style of the
AGM maurk changed over time and allows the bottle to be
dated to the period . 1930-1948 (see Arnold, 1985: 27),
although it continues in a similar form to date (Boow,
1991: 176).

Adjacentto the AGM the bottle ismarked ‘F 1855 (627
vertical) M’; either side of the 1835 are the numerals *()’
and ‘8. These probably relate to the mould number in
the set, the design number and the factory of origin (c.g.
‘M’ {or Melbourne) (see Boow, 1991: 176).

Bottle BILS 220 (it ¢. 153 mm: basc 60 x 28 mum) is a
colourless, rectangular moulded bottle with shghtly
concave sides, each with three circular indentations. The
finish is externally threaded to accommodate a patent
bakelite screw cap of 23 mu drameter. The bore consists
ofasmall, circular opening, sceminglvdesigned to restrict
the flow of contents from the bottle. The top of the
bakelite cap bears an embossed monogram formed from
the letters *CMCO’, probably the trade mark of the
company producing the contents. Remains of the
contents—an oily, vellow substance /residuc—suggest a
toiletry product such as hair oil/restorer. Inside the cap
are the remains ol a davk browy, oily, ‘fibrous’ material,
possibly remmnants of an internal seal.

Thesccondbottle (BILS 132) isabrown glass, moulded
bottle (ht 147.5 mm). The body is Philadelphia oval-
shaped (see Jones & Sullivan, 1989: 101, fig. 68) with
scooped shoulders (Jones & Sullivan, 1989: 99, fig. 66)
and an externally threaded finish, sealed with a metal
cap. An embossed numeral "6 is present on one of the
chamfered sides, near the base.

These bottles are clearly intrusive finds and have no
association with the Batavia.

9

Anomnal bone

Animal remains were found in the sicve residues, but
none of them have been idendfied vet. Most of them are
probably recent, coming from native wildlife or remains
of crav-pot bait. However, further study is needed to
establish whether anv of them are associated with the
Batauvia survivors.

Preliminary interpretation, planned studies and future
projects

The history of the leach drain illustrates how vulnerable
the historical sites in the Touwman Abrolhos arce to
human activity, particularls when their exact location is
unknown. But for such ‘accidental” discoveries, sites such
as that presently under investigation might never be
found at all. This emphasises the need to test various
remote sensing and other survev techniques which may
assist 1 identifving the locations ol potential
archaeological sites so that similar disturbance can be
avoided. Once the potentiallocation of sitesisdetermined,
managementstrategics can thenbe putin place to control
development activitices.

It the trench for the sewer had been dug 30 cm to the
south, the damage to the existing site would have been
much worse than it is now. On the other hand, had the
trench been 30 cm to the north, the burial pitwould have
been completely by-passed with minimal or no damage
being incurred. Had the location of the site been known,
alternative recommendations for the placement of the
leach drain could have been made.

An important result of the 1999 excavation is that the
existence of amass burial pit has been confirmed. This
has important implications for the interpretation of
Pelsaert's Journal; for the identification of the victims;
and also for the study of behavioural aspects of the
mutiny.

The position of the individuals in the burial pitissuch
that they cannot be considered to have had a ‘normal’
Christian burial. Although indications foraviolent death
are not abundant, the circumstances of” their burial
stronglv suggests that they did not dic a natural death. It
appears that either SK10, or maybe SK11 or SK8, were
thrown into the pit first, with SK7 deposited on top. The
Svear-old child may have been laid down last, pushed
tightly against SK7’s back to ensure all individuals would
it mto the pit. Although the relatively large deposit of
black soil was not excavated, we can be quite certain that
the total numiber of individuals in this grave is five; so far
there are no indications of the presence of other
individuals and most of the margin of the pit is clearly
defined.

An important objective of this study is to identify the
individuals. At thisstage, however, no positive ider ™7 ations
have been made. One research hypothesis being tested is
that the mass burial may be associated with the slaughter of
the Predicant’s family on the night of 21 July 1629 (see van







Historical evidence of the Batavia mutiny: Beacon Island expedition

Marit van Huystee

Introduction
The identification of the Batavia mutiny victims is part of
a larger project of the Western Australian Maritime
Museum that started several years ago under the
supervision of Myra Stanbury. The project’s title is “The
historical archaeology of the Batavia shipwreck (1629)
survivor camps’. The project investigates historical and
archacological evidence of how the castawavs of the
Bataviamanaged to survive on the islands of the Houtman
Abrolhos after the Batavia wrecked.

Two iinportant parts of this project are the historical
background and the study of the human remains found
on the islands in the last three decades.

Historical evidence

Practically all the historical evidence on the Batavia
mutiny can be foundin the PelsaertJournal, ahandwritten
17th-century Dutch document, which is kept in the
Netherlands (Algemeen Rijksarchief [ARA], The Hague,
Document 1630: 1098 QQ 1I, fol. 232-316; see also
Huystee, 1998).

E.D. Drok’s translation of the manuscriptwas published
in Henrietta Drake-Brockman'’s book Voyage to Disasterin
1963 (Drake-Brockman, [1963] 1995: 122 f{f.). This
translation, and a translation of the first book published
on the Batavia disaster by William Siebenhaar (1897) at
the end of the 19th century, have been used as the main
sources for further historical research in Australia.
Although Drok’s translation in many respects is of a very
highstandard, there arcafewinstanceswhere his translation
of the Dutch textis, in my opinioil, too interpretative. This
is understandable, as the original text 1s indeed often
ambiguous, especially in regard to the islands and the
locations where the recorded events took place.

The Wallabi Group, Houtman Abrolhos

In the Pelsaert Journal the two biggest islands in the
Wallabi Group of the Houtman Abrolhos are called
Batavia’s Kerkhof (Batavia’s Graveyard) , and Robben Liland'
(Seals Island) (see Roeper, 1993: 27, fig. 5). Nowadays,
these are thought to be Beacon and Long Islands. There
are, however, people who have doubts even about this
(see Melrose, 1998).

We assume that Hoge Eiland (High Island) refers to
both East and West Wallabi until folio 295v/296r (see
Roeper, 1993: 172). From this page onwards, Pelsaert
starts to use the name "Wiebbe Haijes’*

Fromfolio 261vonwards (Roeper, 1993:115) a Verraders
Filand (Trattors Island) features in the text. Itis not clear
which island is meant here and why it is called Traitors
Island. Each time Traitors Island is mentioned, it 1s in

relation to the drowning of two men on 5 July 1629, and
the drowning of a group of fifteen people on 9 July. It
seems that this island cannot have been far away from
Batavia’s Graveyard as some of the men make an eftort to
save themselves by swimming to that latter island.

On folio 269r fifteen people who built two rafts were
first sent to Batavia’'s Graveyard (from Traitors Island) by
Sevanck and Van Huijssen, but when they reached the
shallows of the island, they were killed. This event, like
most of the more important events, is mentioned various
times in the journal. Only this particular occasion, more
detailed information on the location is given. The fifteen
people had planned to sail to High Island, (1o Wiebbe
Haijes and his men?), and it could be that Jeronimus
Cornelisz and his consorts saw them as (raitors, and
therefore called the island, on which they built their rafts,
Traitors Island.

Jeronimus Cornelisz must have deliberately decided
to stay on the small and bare Batavia’s Graveyard. He
could have moved with the people to one of the larger
islands west of the wreck. A larger island would provide
more protection, food and water. It is unclear why he
decided to remain on one of the least suitable islands.

Field investigations

The above gives a brief overview of some of the issues
related to the location of the islands mentioned in the
Pelsaert Journal, and the different events that took place
on these islands. Further research mto, and clarification
of these matters, therefore, was considered necessary.
Thus, itwas proposed that, during my stay at the Abrolhos
Islands, T would undertake research to identify the
differentislandsand the events that took place on each of
them, asmentionedin the Pelsaert Journal, by comparing
the descriptions in the Dutch text with the actual
environment,

Method

The following methodology was adopted:
a. copy the BataviaJournal (Roeper, 1993) and highlight
all references that are relevant to the location of the
islandsand the events that took place on each of themy;
categorise the information:

e geomorphological;

fauna/tlora descriptions;

references to distances hetween islands, etc.;
compare, and where possible, correlate the
information with the actual environment.
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Preliminary observations

At this stage I have not been able to conduct all the
proposed work. This report, therefore, must be seen as a
preliminary attempt to clarifv some of the issues
mentioned.

During my stay at Beacon Island there was no
opportunity for me to visit East Wallabi, West Wallabi, or
Traitors Island. Also, since so many skeletons were found
during the week I'stayed on the islands, I concentrated on
the possible identifications of the individuals found.

Nevertheless, I acquired avery good impression of the
general area, and the islands. My visit was extremely
useful as [ am now much better able to visualise the events
described in the Pelsaert Journal, and to place them in
the context of the environment.

The islands

The first thing that struck me when arriving by air at the
Wallabi Group of the Houtman Abrolhos on 2 October
1990 was that the islands are much closer together than
[ had expected from reading the maps. This probably has
to do with the fact that, except for Eastand West Wallabi,
they are all small to very small islands, separated by
relatively large arcas of water—on paper at least.

It is obvious that all the islands are relatively easily
accessible. Itwould nothave beendiffienlt forexperienced
sailors to sail back and forth from island to island in small
boats and on rafts. The reef (Morning Recf) protects
many of the islands, and during my stay, there was never
a large swell. Although we experienced strong winds, the
sea around the islands stayed quite calm.

At the wreck site, sea conditions can change
considerably as is inentioned several times in the Pelsaert
Journal. Only occasionally could Pelsaertlet his men dive
at the wreck site for the chests with money.

Beacon Island (Batavia’s Kerkhof)

Although Beacon Istand is small (5 ha), a large group of
people can stayon thisisland. The Bataviapeople probably
stayed in several groups of tents on the higher, sandy part
of the 1sland.

BeaconIsland hasa triangular shape with three beaches
entirely composed of broken coral. It is interesting that
the problem this may have caused for the people’s feet is
not mentioned in Pelsaert’s Journal. The Predicant,
Gijsbhert Bastiaansz, does refer to the problem in a letter,
which he wrote after the disaster (see Drake-Brockman,
[1963] 1995: 263-269). He writes that he will be grateful
forever for the clogs people on Weibbe Haijes Island
made for him (Drake-Brockman, 1995: 267).

The vegetation on Beacon Island is quite high,
sometimes up to 2 m. I was told that 30 vears ago the
bushes and shrubs on the island were much lower than
they are now—their present density probably being a
reflection of the effects of huinan habitation of the island
over many vears. Shelter provided by the fishermen’s
huts, artificial walls of coral and old bottles, and other
factors have likelv stimulated their growth.
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In the 17th century, the island would probably have
been less vegetated than it is now, oftering little shelter
and makingitalmostimpossible to doanythingin daylight
without being noticed. (The illustrations of the Batavia
massacres in Jan Jansz’ 1647 publication of the Ongelukige
Voyagie van’t Schipp Batavia, Nae Qost-Indien.. show the
islands distinctly devoid of any bushes or shrubs of any
substance, though being produced from eyewitness
accounts they may not depict true representations: see
Green, et al., 1998: 82-84; Figs | and 5).

I was told that the prevailing current would have
brought a lot of material from the wreck site to Beacon
Island. Itis verv likely, therefore, that all sorts of material
and provisions washed ashore on the island and would
have been readily available for reuse. This could be a
reason for the leader, Jeroninus Cornelisz, and his men
tostay on thisisland. In the Pelsaert Journalitis mentioned
on several occasions that people sailed to other islands to
rescue provisions. Clearly then, notall the material washed
up on Beacon Island.

People must have met each other constantly, like we
did with around 25 people on the island. It would have
been difficult to keep something private or secret there.
With so many people killed with axes and adzes, a lot of
screaming and crving must have occurred. Thave difficulty
believing people did not hear anvthing during the night
of 21 July when the Predicant’s family was murdered for
instance.

Evidence for the identification of Beacon Island as
Batavia's Gravevard can be found in the Pelsaert Journal
(the big yawl was sent to the ‘High Island’ earlier):

[298 r] ...to it in order to Tifl it, but it was too heavy for the
hght little yawl so that we stuck a buoy and went back to the
island in order to sce if the big vawl had not come, but
comingthere, found notyvet. Therefore ordered the smallest
yawl to go to Seals Island [ Long Island |, because they could
sce them better from there and give better signals from
there.

Looking from Beacon Island towards East and West
Wallabi Islands or ‘High Island’ as they were referred to,
‘Seals Island’ (Robben Eiland/or present Long Island) is
situated between Beacon Island and ‘High Island’. When
trying to have a good view of ‘High Island’ or to signal to
people there, it would make sense to sail to ‘Seals Island’
as it is closer to ‘High Island’.

According to the Journal, two groups of murdered
people were buried on Beacon Island. On 12 July 1629
Passchier van den Enden (gunner), Jacob Hendricxsz
(carpenter) and a sick boy were killed and buried in a
hole (see Drake-Brockman, 1995: 186).

On 21 July the Predicant’s wife, his voungest male
child, Roelant, three other children, his middle daughter,
Willemyntgien, and his eldest son, Bastiacn Gijsbertsz
were beaten to death and buried in a hole which had been
prepared for that purpose (sce Drake-Brockman, 1995:






















Batavia surveying project
Jeremy Green

Differential Global Positioning System (DGPS) Project
The objective of this project was to produce interim
mapping of the islands and subsidiary features so that
they could be incorporated ina Geographical Information
Svstem (GIS). It was expected, in the long run, that the
aerial mapping conducted by Montgomery and Franke
from Curtin University and the terrestrial surveying project
conducted by Dean Henry would largely supersede this
work.

The DGPS system used wasan OmniStarsystem loaned
to the Auwstralian National Centre of Excellence in
Maritime Archaeology by Fugro Surveys. The project
involved two components: outline surveys of all the main
1islands in the eastern group of the Wallabi Istands (Long,
Traitors, Seal, Middle, East and North-East Islands); and
precise location of particular sites within the arca (main
Batavia, Haddawrecksites, inside reef site and prominent

features on Beacon Island). The outline surveywas carried
out by simply mounting the DGPS system in a back-pack
and walking around the perimeter of the islands, and
logging position on the data-logger. This was a very
effective way of obtaining a reasonably accurate plan of
the islands. For example, it took 20 minutes to walk
around Beacon Island and in that time a plan, accurate to
+2 m was obtained. The data was down-loaded, the
positions converted to decimal degrees (the position
formar used by the GIS software ArcView) and saved in
dBase format. The various files were combined and then
mnported into the ArcView program.

The system was also used to plot the position of various
features and sites. This data was treated in the same way
and entered as a separate data file. All positions were
recorded using WGS84 datum.

Figure 13 shows the resulting GIS.

Eastern Islands of the Wallabi Group
DGPS survey

North East |. ﬁ
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Figure 13. Map of the Eastern Islands of the Wallabi Group form GIS data.
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Abrolhos geophysical survey

Corioli Souter

Introduction
Prior to excavation of the Beacon Island land site,
geophvsical survey techniques were used to map sub-
surface details and to locate further archaeological
deposits. TTuman activities often clhiange the resistivity
and magnetic susceptibility of the sub-surface. Remote
sensing was used to obtain baseline data of the undisturbed
sections of the grave site by detecting soil profile changes
and archaeological material, whichwas lateridentified by
excavation. This data provided a calibrated signature of
the cultural deposits which could then be compared with
results from othier survey areas selected on the island.
This tvpe of survey provides archaeologists with a non-
intrusive and non-destructive indication ot the
archaeological resource on Beacon Island. A small-scale
geophysical survey of Seal Island was also undertaken.
Magnetic and radar methods were used to locate
cultural material in the Abrolhos Islands. From previous
discoveries and excavations, archacological material was
anticipated i only the top 50 cm of deposit. High
resolution shallow penetration surveys were required to
map sub-surface material at this depth.

Geology

The Wallabi Group comprises a number of islands of
various sizes, banks and reefs of rather wregular shape.
Botli East and West Wallabi islands rise from a limestone
platform situated at or slightly below low-water level (see
Teichert, 1946; Storr, 1965). These lestone platforms
consistofalower coral reetlimestone which is overlain by
shell imestone which forms the flat tops of the platforms.
By contrast, the low islets in the Wallabi Group such as
Beacon and Long Islands, and others, are made up of
coral boulders and shingle.

Coral reefl limestone forms the foundation for every
island in the Abrolhos Group. It consists primarily of the
skeletous of coral colonies. The spaces between the coral
colonies are filled with coral debris, shells and shell grit,
cemented together into one solid mass by deposits of
secondary calcite. In some places in the vicinity of the
Wallabi Group the coral Innestone contains pockets of
grey-coloured, fine-grained limestone with shell remains.
Sand and guano deposits make up the top layer with the
guano layer up to 30 ¢m thick. At high tide some of the
islands become partially submerged. As a result, the
islands have a very high moisture and salinity content.

Magnetometer survey

A magnctometer survey utilising a proton precession
magnetometer was undertaken of the grave site area
prior to excavation. This survey technique essentially
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locates objects by the changes their presence creates in
the eartlt’s magnetic field. The survey was used to define
general regions of archaeological activity.

Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) survey

GPR is a sub-surface exploration system that uses
electromagnetic (EM) waves. The svstem sends EM pulses
through the soil by a transmitting antenna and picks up
the reflections with a receiving antenna. The radar wave
isretlected byvvariations in the clectrical properties of the
various materials it penctrates i.e. different dielectric
constants. The reflection of the signal i1s recorded
according to the time taken for the radar wave to go into
the ground, then return to the surface. This is known as
the ‘time-window’ and is interpreted in nanoseconds
(ns). Thesesignals are amplified and processed to produce
a sub-surface profile. Itis the amplitude of the measured
reflections which gives an indication of the sub-surface
structure. Effectiveness of this technique is determined
by porosity, water content, clay contentand salinity of the
soil. Each of these factors influence the electrical
conductivity. The more resistive the soil, the greater the
raclar wave penctration at all frequencies of antennae.

GPRdata. consisting ef many closely-spaced individual
traces is transposed to create a colour section image
which clearly indicates anomalies. The radar data is
basically a cross-scection through the ground, which
provides a result that is in two dimensions, length and
depth. The amount of data recorded, (or the number of
passes orsweeps), isselected to maximise the information
gained, whilst mininising the expense of excessive data
acquisition and analvsis.

Two tvpes of GPR were used for profiling sclected
survey areas on Beacon Island. PRISM Australia
volunteered a system produced by Geophysical Survey
Svstems Incorporated (GSSI) and operator, Mr Greg

Joyce. The system is known as an SIR 2, (Surface Impulse

Radar - System 2). In this operation, 600 MHz and 900
MHz antennae were utilised. This system provided a high
frequency survey to investigate the top b0 cm of deposit.
The University of Western Australia (UWA), Departinent
of Geophysics, provided a Pulse EKKO 100 GPR using a
100 MHz antenna. This system was operated by
geophysicist, Mr Adam O’Neill.

Survey programme
27 September 1999

Tested GPR equipment on the south side of camp
formerly occupied by Johnson.

Grid-up exterior of house, 20 cm intervals paralle] to
each wall.









MAAWA Report—Beacon Island
Clive Tolley

The Maritime Archaeology Association of WA (MAAWA)
has had a long-standing contact with Beacon Island and
the wreck of the Batavia. This dates back to Septembel
1976 when MAAWA were invited to participate on the
Batauvia site by the WA Maritime Museuni.

As aresult of the previous archacological excavation
workin 1994 carricd out on Beacon Island in the Houtiman
Abrolhos Group, the Western Australian Maritime
Muscum applicd to CoastCare in the 1997 798 period for
a grant to continue the work already started. There was a
resubmission of the grant application in the 1998/99
period, which was subsequently accepted.

Under the grant’s application there was a strong
emphasis on community participation and it was under
this umbrella that MAAWA was asked to participate as a
conInunity orgaiisation.

From MAAWA there were nine volunteers to he used
over the pertod from 26 September to 16 October 1999,
This was worked with three volunteer members per week
on a rotational basis,

As aresult of MAAWA members” participation in the
Australian Institute for Maritime Archacology (AIMA) /
Nautical Archaecology Soctety (NAS) mariume
archacology accreditation training programme (Parts 1
& 2), the Beacon Island experience provided a practical
reinforcement to the skills already acquired.

During the period on Beacon Island, participants
were involved nr formal site survey techniques; site

recordingand reassessment ot techniques used previously;
weighing, sieving and bagging of excavated spit matcerial;
recording. registration and packing of archaeological
finds.

During this period, MAAWA mcembers also
participated in the use of the DGPSfor the survev ofouter
Iving islands from Beacon. This was along with assistance
in the use of the GPR, metal detectingand magnetometers
within the island group.

Wreckinspections of the Batavicand relocation of the

There was astrong consensus by MAAWA members of
thevalue of hentage protection, and the need toradequate
time and resources be allocated to fully develop the
potential of this site,

Whilst awareness of the wreck of the Batavia is high
amongst most West Australians, the importance of this
carlv European contact is not appreciated by those of
otherstates. This is a problem thatimay only be addressed
over a period of time through ongoing education
programmes.

It is the beliel of MAAWA that a high priority should
be paid to the Beacon Island site hecause of its cultural
and heritage significance, and any assistance MAAWA
could provide to further these goals would be fully
supported by members i the future.
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Appendices

Appendix 1: Project organisations, support groups and expedition personnel

Name

oo Green

v tmbuany

Jidie o Pasveer
Marie o Hhovseee

Colit Chalimers

R sel Dvson
Pl ispaarick

Rod O'Halloran

Quine Parkes
Bruce Webber
Garry Johwmesen
Mo Verne
Mike Minena

Clinve Tolley

Roderick Dransfield

F.J. and D.K. Ashplant

Bevan Suckling
Nick Linton
Rav Howarth
Patrick Baker
Geoll Kimpton
Corioli Souter
Ntkki Sinclair
Ambika Flavel
Dan Franklin
Gabriclle Fabri

John Penrose

Jochen Franke

Position

Organisation

Head Mantime Archacology. Project
Co-ordmaton

WA Marniioe Museuam

Canrator, Maritime Archacology.
Project Co-ordmator

WA N aeriimie Muoscum

Project \ichacologist

WA Lutime Mascinn

Project Linguist ‘historian

WA NLuitime Muscum

Program Manager, Fish & Fish Habitat
IProtection

Fishicries WA (Peith)

Laccutive Otficer. Abrolhaos
Fishertes WA (Perthy

Regional Manager, Midwest Region
Fisheries WA tGeraddion)

Senjor Fisheries Officere Abrolhos
IsLands Management

Fisheries WA (Geraldion)

Skipper PV Wadeott

Fishertes WA

PN Weleoit

Fisheries WA

P\ Waleolt

Fisheries WA

PN Welcon

Fisheries WA

Consenvation and Fand Management
CALM (Geraldiony
(1OOR=09
Archacological Association of Western
Australia (MAAWA)

Volunteer (Service Supervisor)
President (1998-99) Geraldion
Professional Fishermen's Association
GPFA

Beacon Island tishing communin
GPFA

Skipper Southern Lady

GPFA

Southern Lady

GPFA

Skipper Island Leader

GPFA

Photographer

WA Maritinie Muscum

Boat skipper

WA Maritime Muscum

Maritime /Historical Archaeologist
WA Maritime Muscam

Volunteer Archacologist

President Maritime

WA Maritime Museum

Volunteer Archacologist

University of Western Australia
Volunteer Archaeologist

University of Western Australia
Volunteer Archacologist
Southampton University, UK
Director, Marine Science and
Technology

Curtin University of Technology
Volunteer (Coordinator, Acrial
surveying)

Curtin University ol Technology

[

Name

Drean Henn

Biuce Montgomens
[ oded Montgonmen

Gy Abbou

Greg Jovee

Addam O Neill

Justin \nning

Clive Cooke
Alanah Buck
Stephen Knort
Neil Hicks

Peter Hancock
Hollv Cassin
Brunhilde Prince
Richard Russell
Paul Lawrence
Sandra Wilson

Michael Mvers

Colin Cockram

Chris Fleming

Bronson O'Donoghuc

Carmelo Amalfi

John Mokrzyeki

Susan Green

Rik Malhowoa

Leonie Noble

Jo Bunker

Position

Organisation

Volunteer (Sumvey Assistant, Acrial
survesing s

Contin Universite of Teclmology
Volunteer CAerial Survey Operator)
Curtin Universite of Techmology
Volunteer (Pitot, Acrial sumveving)
Cwtn University of Technology
bigual Mapping Department of Land
Administration

DOLA

Volunteer (Ground Penctrating
Radar

Private Consultant.

Professional Radar Inspection Services
and Management

(PRISAL) Aunstralia. Perth

Volunteer {Geophysicist)

(ex graduate Cuartin Universite of
Technologyy Private Consultant
Volunteer (Geophysicist)

Private Consultant

Chief Forensic Pathologist

QLI PathCentre

Volunteer (Forensic Anthropologist)
QFE I PathCentre

Volunteer (Forensic Dentist)

QL I PathCentre

Radiographer

Sir Charles Gardiner Hospital
Volunteer (Student)

MAAWA

Volunteer (Dental Therapist)
MAAWA

Volunteer (Teacher)

MAAWA

Volunteer (Fitter)

MAAWA

Volunteer (Fire Fighter)

MAAWA

Volunmeer (Director)

MAAWA
Volunteer
Lectarer)
MAAWA
Volunteer (Architect)

MAAWA

Volunteer (Student)

Fisheries WA Volunteer & Batavia
Coast Mariime Heritage Association
Volunteer (Student)

Geraldion TAFE

Volunteer {Science Journalist)

The West Australian

Volunteer (Photographer)
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Volunteer (Writer/journalist)

The Chipped Quill

(Retired  University

Divector

Geraldton Region Muscum
President

Friends of the Abrolhos

Secretary

Batavia Coast Maritime Heritage

Association
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Catering and camp duties

There will be no cook on Beacon Island—Dbut many mouths to feed! Each team member will be expected to assist with
the preparation of meals and camp duties. Our normal practice is to compile a roster for ‘mother’ and ‘assistant
mother’ duties. So, come prepared with vour tavourite recipe for a meal vou know how to cook for you will certainly
be required o implement it! If there are special ingredients that vou will necd—herbs/spices etc.—please indicate
this on the form attachedand return it with your othey paperwork. Iewill then be forwarded to Patrick Baker and Marit
van Huvstee who have volunteered to purchase the provisions. We cannot guarantee, but will endeavour to ensure that
everything you need is available. Four-star fare is not anticipated but wholesome, nonrishing meals are!!

Special dietary requirements

If you have anv special dictary requirements either for cultural and/or medical reasons could vou please indicate on
the formaattached. Iu order to cater for specific needs it may be preferable for vou to purchase the items you require
and label these clearly for your personal usc.

Transport
Transportarrangements will vary tor different groups ol project personnel and these will be advised individually. The
general schedule of pesonnel movement to and from Geraldton and the Abrolhos is as per the attached spreadsheet.

The basic schedule 1s as follows:

Thursday, 23 September Geoft Kimpton/Patrick Baker will be loading the hire trailer
with heavy gear and stores. Volunteer help would be appreciated. Any dive gear and/or heavy bags will need to
be delivered to the Maritime Museum by lunchtime Thursday for inclusion in this transport. This will be
conveved to the Abrolhos on the Fisheries patrol boat Walcott and will be returned by boat at the end of the
expedition i.e. 16/17 October. Persons who are scheduled to travel to the Abrolhos by air at one of the change-
overs on Saturday 2 and 9 October need to take this into account as only a small personal bag can be taken on
the aircraft.

Friday, 24 September Museum dive boat Seaspray will be towed to Geraldton. Geoff Kimpton and
Patrick Baker will accompany the tow vehicle with the heavy freight. Overnight accommodation in Geraldton
(Sceparation Point Caravan Park—to he confirmed).

Saturday, 25 September Fisheries patrol boat Wealeott will be berthed at the Fisheries wharf ready for
loading on Saturday. Assistance with loading will be appreciated. Early arrivals in Geraldton should contact
Geoft Kimpton and/or Patrick for exact timings ol operations.

Main body of stafl/student volunteers will travel by bus from Perth to Geraldton arriving ¢. 16.30 Irs.
Overnight in Geraldton (Separation Point Caravan Park—to be confirmed).

Sunday, 26 September Depart Geraldton on patrol boat Walcots. Time to be confirmed (probably ¢
0630-0700). Arrive Beacon Island e 1200-1230 hrs.
Change-over schedules: Saturday 2 October and 9 October

Teammemberswill need toarrive in Geraldton in time to take earlvmorning (. 0630 hus) flight departures with Shine
Aviation from Geraldton Airport. The Greyhound bus schedules (see attached) have a late departure on Friday
evening for those having to work on that day. Alternatively there is an carlier davtime departure arriving Geraldton
at . 1630 hrs. The early flight departures ave necessary to ensure that persons returning from the Abrolhos have time
to catch the return bus to Perth. Flight time from Geraldton to the Abrolhos is about 30 minutes.

Flights land at East Wallabi Island. From here itis a ¢. 30—40 minute boat journey to Beacon Island depending on
weather conditions. You will need to have a weatherproof (wet-weather/spray) jacket for this journey as the Seaspray
is an open boat with little protection from spray! We will try to ensure that there is plastic sheeting/garbage bags on
hoard 1o protect luggage as hest as possible but vou would be advised to ensure that any sensitive and/or valuable
cameras or other equipment are cavefully wrapped in a watertight bag or container. The Muscum holds no
responsihility for personal negligence.

~I
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DO YOU HAVE ANY MEDICAL CONDITIONS WHICH MAY REQUIRE SPECIAL
TREATMENT AND/()R THAT WE NEED TO BE AWARE OF Z.eviiiivivriinrereseessnssennnsreeeessesssnnsnnes Y/N

DO YOU HAVE ANY SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS? Y/N

PLEASE PROVIDE THE NAME/ADDRESS/PH. NO. OF SOMEONE WHO COULD BE CONTACTED
IN AN EMERGENCY?

ARE THERE ANY SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR YOUR FAVOUT RECIPE?
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Appendix 3: Beacon Island excavation 1999 photographic records

Compiled by Patrick Baker

Colour slides
B&W
Artefacts
Skeletal
Video

Historical Photographs

Colour slides -
B&W -

Skeletal 1963-99

Colour slides -
B&W -

Excavation 1994

Colour slides -
Video -

Video Log 1999

TAPE PTACE TYPE OP. DATE

426 Beacon fs DV PEB 26.0.99
426 Beacon Is DV PEB 26.9.99
426 Beacon s DYV PEB 26.0.99
426 Beaconls DV PEB 26.9.99
426 BeaconIs DV PEB 26.9.99
426 Deaconls DV PEB 26.9.99
426 Beaconls DV PEB 27.0.949
426 Beaconls DV PEB 27.49.99
426 Beaconls DV PEB 27.9.99
426 Beuconls DV PEB 27.9.99
426 DBeaconls DV PEB 27.9.99
426 Beaconls DV PEB 27.0.949
426 Beaconls DV PEB 27.9.99
426 Beacon[s DV PEB 27.9.99
426 Beacon s DV PEB 28.9.499
426 Beacon Ts DV PEB 280949
426 Beacon s DV PEB 28.49.949
426 BeaconIs DV PEB 28499
426 Beaconls DV PEB

427 Beaconls DV PEB 29.9.99
427 Beaconls DV PEB 20.9.49
427 Beacon Is DV PEB 249.9.499
427 Beaconls DV PEB 29.9.90
427 Beacon Is DV PEB 209949
427 Beacon s DV PEB 29.9.99
427 Beacon s DV PEB 20099
427 BeaconIs DV PEB 20944
427 Beaconls DV PEB 29.4.09
427 BeaconIs DV PEB 29.9.94
427 Beacon s DV PED 29.9.494
427 Beacon [ DV PEB 20.9.94
427 Beacon s DV PEB 20.9.99
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Appendix 4: Post-recovery care and on-site
storage of artefacts

Carmela Corvaia
Depariment of Materials Conservation and Restoration,
Western Awstralian Musewm, CUf] Street, Fremantle WA 6160

Points to consider when recovering artefacts from a land
site:

* During and after excavation the artefactis vulnerable
to physical damage. It should abwvays be handled with
extreme care.

¢ Following excavation, an artefactis exposed toaset of
conditions quite different from those of its former
environment. There are changes in temperature,
relative humidity and light levels to consider.

e Itisimportantto provide stablising conditions as soon
as possible following excavation and to be prompt
when recovding information aboutrecovered objects.

e  Porous materials, such as bone, are very sensitive to
changesin R and the rate of change should be very
slow. Ideallv, upon removal of the object from its
burial environment and immediately following
labeling, the artetact /fragmentsshould be individually
wrapped in neutral pH tissue paper and placed inside
an unsealed polvethvlene bag. It should be stored
away from direct sunlight. The tissue paper and
polvethvlene will act as a buffer zone and allow the
artefact to acclimatise slowly to its new environmental
conditions,

e Digital Temperature and Relative TTumidity
monitoring devices can be usedinside the polyethyvlene
bags to monitor changes during storage.

e Further examination and recording of the artefact
can be undertaken in more favorable and stable
environmental conditons.

e To avoid physical damage to artefacts during storage
and ransport, wrap/fold objects caretully in neutral
pH tissue paper and place inside polvethylene bags.
Label the outside of the bags (to avoid unnecessary
handling of the objects) and store them i a lined,
rigid container. Pad around individual bags, place
themin asingle laver (ormultiple laverswith additional
padding) and label all storage containers. During
transport, also aim to maintain stable environmental
conditionsfor the artetacts. Avoid sunlightand monitoy
temperature and relative humidity.

Note: Forguidelines to Post-Recovery Conservation of Wet
Material, see appropriate chapter in Gilrov, D. &
Godfrey, L (eds). 1998, Conservation and care of
collections. Western Australian Muscum, Perth.
O September 1999
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