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INSPECTION REPORT
- CARLEY FLOAT -
D.A.S. KARRAKATTA
29 JULY 1997

PRESENT: Mr. Mike McCarthy , Mr. W-S.0l%0+ 1H M A S. Sydney Assoc.
Miss. Karen Jackson and Mr. Norman O'Neill.

4 *
-

a) No identification on the outer skin of Carley - Float designating it to any
particular ship either Military or Merchant Navy.

b) On reversing the float it was found to have (4) four distinct holes punched into
the float ( as per attached diagram ). Which indicated that at some-time the float
has been dropped onto some sharp object, in fact it appears that it would have to
had been made of steel considering the amount of internal damage done to the
floatation raft in the centre of the raft. The water-tight compartmentis had been
ruptured.

¢) Further investigation found that contrary to belief that the floats were
wrapped firstly in a layer of KAPOK around the floatation raft then finished
with a wrapping of canvas that in lact, ours was wrapped in BALSA-WOOD
then finished off with the canvas wrap. Also found was the fact that our central
raft was manufactured out of GANVANISED STEEL of approx 2/8in. thickness.

d) With the aid of a small torch we also discovered the distinctive trade mark of
“LYSAGHT"” which was the trade mark of “THE QUEENS HEAD” brand and
the alphabetical letters L and H - which would indicate that this raft was
manulactured in Australia.

I (Norm) later tracked down a piece of sheet metal with-in D.A.S. bearing the
same distinctive "QUEENS HEAD” brand stamp. Incidentally the brand was
always stamped with the same coloured dye which was LIGHT_BLUE,

¢)l (Norm) later contacted BHP Steel W.A. and was put in contact with one of
their oldest remaining salesman Mr. Vince Carnevale who has a passion for
collecting ali steel stamps, Vince faxed a copy of his prized “QUEENS HEAD”
stamp and the attached Queens Head information on this product. Vince also
stated that the product had ceased to be manufactured some 40 - 50 years ago,
It is also to be noted that there may be slight differences in the Queens Head as
there were numerous stamps made during the time of manufacture by different
stamp makers . The artist may have made slight drawing alterations but, the
design was basically the same.

) Attached is also a scanned photo of the CARLEY-FLOAT exhibited in the
Canberra War Memorial A.C.T - The differences in the middle section of the
float can be clearly seen - Slats as floor boards.



THIS FLOAT. ( BELIEVED TO HAVE COME FROM H.M.A.S. SYDNEY
SUNK OFF THE WEST. AUSTRALIAN COAST).

CARLEY - FLOAT
WESTERN AUSTRALIAN
MARITIME MUSEUM
-KARRAKATTA-

28 JULY 1997
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INSPECTION REPORT
- CARLEY FLOAT -
BLINCO STREET STORAGE AREA

Thursday 7 August 1997 - 10.30 AM.
Inspection by: Mr. Norman O’Neill on behalf of Maritime History Dept.

Findings:

a) No identification on the outer skin of the Carley - Float, designating it to any
particuiar ship either Military or Merchant Navy was found.

b) Unlike the Float examined at D.A.S. Karrakatta this Float was found to be in
a much worse condition with holes punched in the top and underneath the Float.
(Refer to attached diagram)

Since inspecting the Float at D.A.S Karrakatta, | have been advised by the
Curator of the Maritime History Department Ms,Sally May, that Interstruct ,
the company who had owned the Floats before they were donated to the
Fremantle Maritime Museum, had tried to have them certified by the Fremauntle
Port Authority as safe to use. This request apparently was refused and
Interstruct were advised to have these Floats made unusable - Thus the Floats
were laid into by persons unknown with pick axes which accounts for the various
damage displayed on these Floats.

¢) Damage top of Float:

Numerous large gapping holes were found in the top of the float indicating that it
had been laid into with ferocious force which punctured the outside and
floatation tanks inside.

The ration compartments on the top-side were in remarkably good condition
with only one compartment being smashed. The end of the ration compartments
shown on the dingram as (a) was smashed in and the 5 ply corner surround was
split badly.

The complete Floats wrapping of canvas appeared to have more than one coat of
“Battie-Ship Grey” paint applied to it although, this had been absorbed over
time and now appears after storage to look like mere under-coat.

Inspection of the holed areas on the inner flotation raft dido’t show any
manufacturers marking s as the one at D.A.S had revealed.

d) Underneath Damage:

This float appears to be more intact than the other in the way of the rope netting
which surrounds the ration compartment which is under-slung beneath the float
as per attached diagram marked (b).

All floats are intact and are in good condition. (c)



All ropes on this Float were examined and there wasn’t any evidence of the
“Rogue™ core found. ( It was a practise of the Defence Dept . Navy having a
distinct coloured core placed in the centre of all ropes during manufacture to
stop pilfering of such stores. This practise was stopped I believe in the 1960°s
because of the cost invalved ).

e¢) The ration compartments on the underside have almost all been destroyed,
refer to attached diagram marked (d)

f) Construction of Fioat:

The centre flotation raft is constructed of corrugated iron and as stated has no
identification marks visible, Every holed area was viewed with the aid of a terch
and was thoroughly searched.

Unlike the Carley-Float at D.A.S this float had been covered with Cork around
the interior raft then wrapped in the usual canvas wrapping . ( Refer to Attached
Cork and Canvas samples ).

As per the other Carley-Float there weren’t any traces of wooden slats which
were usually on top of the ration area. As shown on the attached diagram
marked (e)
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" ~CawLEY Lire-Froat (Fig. 230)
i3 T his s bungsupersnded (1956) by the Inflatable Life-raft in all H.M. ships,
ﬁ'ﬁg}ﬁﬂ_yfmyn.mmmmsmPsfmmmﬁm to come. It is designed
% 16 float F'E‘F side uppermast, and consists of & copper tube of Jarge diameter,
prformed into'an oval ting and divided by bulkheads into water-tight compart-
_ b ients ;' each camparimént is fitted with an air valve to enable it to be air-tested |
_fv.mitu*-ﬁghh:m Thie tubt is-covered with a layer of cork parcelled with
a3 A:Epa:l.nfédmnm a platfonn-of slatted wood is slung from the inntr edge of the
f‘ i ietut_;g_‘t::y rope netting, and a life-Tine fitted with wooden-or cork floats is becketed
i round the outer edge of the tube, The float is fitted with a painter, a buayant
iaﬂght. # wooden box i::unt:e;&nin:g wlater in tins and emergency equipment; and a set
. .of Wooden paddles is provided which should be secured at intervals to the tube §
ydanyards rove through holes drilled through their grips. 3
...#These floats are supplied in the Royal Navy in two sizes, and each is desig-
_iniatéd either by its pattern number or by the number of persons it is rated to
gippbrt both inside and outside the tube; a 20-man float, for example, will
sapport 12 men inside on the platform, and eight men outside clinging to the °
becltets of the life-line. 1
_The floats may be stowed in a nested stowage fat on deck, on platforms |
such as the tops of turrets, on sloping skids, or upright against a screen near ¢
. the ship’s side ; they may also be slung upright from the sides of the super- |
; structure or from the ghrouds of a makt, whence they can be slipped to fall §
+ clear of the ship's side into the water, When slung from the supcrstmctuui
the gling comprises three legs spliced on aring ; the two lower legs are shackled |
to eye-bolts in the superstructure, and the upper leg is held by a rigging slip
ghackled to an eye-bolt in the superstructure. .
These floats should not be repainted because the weight of successive coals
.of paint will reduce their buoyancy. Their stowages, slings, equipment and
launching arrangements should be inspected at regular and frequent intervals, .
and each float should be tested for water-tighimess at intervals of not more
than six months.

s

X Fig. 130, Carfey fife-float
A water-gauge and a stirrup-type hand-worked air-pump are provided for
carrying out the air-test. Air is pumped into each compartment in turn and
each must maintain a water-gauge pressure of 4 inches. The test should be

carried out in the manner described below '—

Select any compartment for the initial test, remove its piug, connect up
with it the air-pump and water-gauge, and pumgp air into it until the water-
. gauge registers a pressure of 4 inches, If no drop in pressure is recorded
,, remove the plugs of the adjacent compartments, and if there ic then no
drop in pressure the compartment under test can be considered water-tight.
Then carry out the same procedure with the next compartment, but in this
case it will only be necessary when testing the bulkheads for air-tightness
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168 SHIP'S BOATS vl

Lire Rarrs

It has been stated that the crews of wrehed men ol war must
depend prinopally on ife raits for temporan ~prvival. especially
in wartime. A certain percentage of the passenvers and crews of
merchant vessels may also have to depead oo rafts mstead of on
lif eboats.

The standard 11fe raft for men of war - koo as the “Carley”
type rafl.  They are elliptical light wetal evhinders coverenld with
canvas, and are of various sizes so that they can he nested on the
weather decks as shown in Fig. 3, Plate Xo B0, The cvlinders may
be divided into watertight compartmeénts o mas be Glled with water-
proofed balsa wood for Aotation. A grapms - lashed inside the
ellipse to support wounded or exhausted wen and o rope 05 friced
around the outside for swimmers o hold on, or v which they can
lash themselves with short trailmg lines. The salts are equipped
with a small water breaker, a first aid it sl somettines emergency
rations, fishing gear. Hares, and other articles i a warerproal con-
tainer. They carry two paddles to provide lmieed motion for pick-
ing up swimmers or reaching a nearby rescoe vessel AL Uis gear
is secured with lines running on hoth sides of the pafl o that 0
can be reached no matter which sile comes upperiost when the
rait strikes the water.

Life rafts are made with a capacity lo support 20, 40, ar 60 wien
They may be stowed horizontally in available deck spaces wliere
they will Aoat off in case the ship sinks or lashed verneally near the
side s that they will drop in the water when the lashings are cut.
More rafts than are sufficient for the enore slup’s company are
usually carried in case some are damaged by auanre or (a0l to Boat
clear. Woven rope nets with blocks el corl or balsa wood attached
at {requent intervals may be used to supplement the life rafis
These nets can be falded and stowed conveniently and will furnish
temporary fotation for men in the water.  Collapsihle rubber rafis
of the airplane type are sometimes found. These rafts are inflated
from an attached cylinder of compressed C0),

Life rafts in merchant vessels may be o the Carley 1ype or may
be built in various pontoon shapes with fised platfonms e both
sides to give the passengers some protection agaimst submerpence.
All life rafts must be hght encugh tw launch by hand. They have
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PATTERN NUMBER 20 CARLEY FLOAT
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Length : 10ft. , Breadth : 5ft
Lifting Weight : 475lb.
Capacity : 20 Men

Oars : | Length : 10ft,

Paddles : 8§

Painters : Manila - except as and if stated
Size : 2 Length : 6ft.
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