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REFER TO:

U.S.S. HOLLAND

10-~bh
Tebruary 1, 1942,

From: The Commanding O0ffiear,

To ¢ Cormander iz Chief, Asiatie Fleet,

Yia : Cormander Subnarines, Asiatie Fleet,

Sub jeot: Suaken Inemy Subsmrise - imxvestigation by divers.

1. At the request eof the Naval O0fficer Commanding, Darwin,
a TOLLAND diving party verified the sinking of san enewy submarine
off Port Darwim., The party was iz charge of Lisutemeat Comrmmmder
H.%, HAWES, U.3. Ravy; H.M,4,.S, EDOKABURRA (Net Tender) was diviag
tgnd;; and our party lamded ox the deaek of the subnarins Jaruary
26, 1942,

2. The following items of infermmtion resulting fron these
diving operations ure of iaterest, I Mmve 30t reported this inforn-
ation to the Office of Naval Iatelligense,

(a) The sudbmarine lles wpright in 25 fathoms en sandy bdottonm,
there bdeing a "furrow” astera of her where she evidently struok
bottom, Little oil and mo dedris was seer wien she was depth-gharged
and during diviag operations the aiy dubdles arising were very small
ard there were oxly cecasiomal ¢il dubdlhles,

(b) Divers walked omn ber deek from aft %o abeut fifteen feet
forward of the eomning tower, alemg the starbeard side,

ia] Bo gum was seea eithsry forward eor aft, -

d) The eenaing tower strusture was re %0 be about the
size of those en our sutmarizes On Shis station] the dedk exteads
aft about 80 fech from the ocoaning teweri there are three hataohes
abaft the sommning tower spaced about 20 feed apart) the hatohes are
about 24" adove the deck, the Swe after enes Maving streanlined
fairwaters and appearing to be adeut 24* hatehes Wit the One near
the econninmg towsr is a0t faired amd is adeus Y~ diameter,

(e) At the starboard side of the eoaning tewer there is a
24" hateh ard eutboard of that is a well ia tshe deck extemding for
the lemgth of the eonning tower and bridge strusture, There is »o
door is that side of the structure Wt & handhole eover was swung
open diqglnyhg valves whioh may »e the salvage air comnections,

9

} Thers is 20 radio antemme forward; the after anteana ex-
tends from the bridge structure %0 stamchioas whioh are just for-

ward of the aftsr hateh
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(g) The superstruoturs sides are mo% vertiels but are rounded
from tl:; hull 0 the deok. The sidees of the bridge structure are
vertiec ®

(h) Of the hatches adaft the gemning tower, the forward one
was wide oper ead its dogs bemnt; the gasket of the mext hatoh was
bulged out amd thet of the after hatsh was blown eut - a sanple of
this was brought to the surface, There was 28 spider type quiock-
closing devise, '

(1) This gaskat is of mew white rubber, receatly installed,

Its cross-section is 9/16" wide amd 9/26" unded at the top.
It taper at the bottom imdicatas that the Aing searfirey is
orly about 3/16" deep. The Xunife-edge marks thersor show that the
bearing surface of the gasket ea the kauife is oaly £" wide.
Compated with our large square-ercss seeti gaskets thls appears

t0 de a vary flinsy iastallation and & source of great weakuess, It
may be the result of the eomserviag rubddber?

Je Beroause of the few air amd eil dubbles rising fron
thes subnarizs 1t is bolieved that be Rull s intact and that she
suak from the water takemn through the hatehes, At each hatoh thare
are two pad eyes and an alr oconnestien, The hatches oould probably
be meade tight with lead gaskets and a streag-arm secured to the
pad-eyes, Salvage is bslieved possible if suiteble equipneat were
made avallable,

e Attorpts at further investigative diving were made
on the two succeedixg days but comditioas were mot favoradle. Cur-
reats will be too stroxg until the naxt tides about Fedruary
9th., The XOCKABURRA had »o air compressor, MOLIAND's portadle denk
of alr flusks wore used and an unsatisfaetory gasoline alr comprees-
sor wag borrowsd from the Austreliaa Command, Using the PIC O
the submarine might be blowa light te Do lifted and moved 0
shallow water, takinmg advantege of %he large rise and fall of tide,

J. ¥, QNEGORY.



OCCUPATION:  5ALVAGE CONTRACTOR |
AGE : i 34 YEARS

S T.A T ES

I am 34 years of age and have lived in Darwin for
fourteen years. 1 went to Darwin in the Airforce in 1958. I |
ieft the Airforce in 1962 and became a professional diver in
1964.

When I arrived in Darwin Japanese Salvage Contractors
were cleaning up various wrecks which had been sunk off Darwin ir
1941-42. 1 heard talk about a Japanese submarine which the |
Salvage Contractors were looking for but could not find and I ‘
became interested in searching for it.

I have been reading Naval records and doing other
research about likely places in the area where the submarine
might be for the whole of the eight years I have been diving.

I spent a great deal of time and money in fruitless searches
for the submarine and finally became convinced that it was
somewhere in the Clarence Strait between Bathurst Island and
Darwin.

I enlisted the aid of a friend who is the skipper
of a8 Prawn Trawler who had good echo sounding equipment and on
the 15th November, 1972 we made what we believed to be a firm
contact with the submarine. We made two dives in a cage because
there were many sharks in the area. On the second dive, just on
dusk, another diver and I discovered the submarine, We left the
cage and swam to the Conning Tower. There were many sharks
around and our emergency air supply had failed so we placed bouys
over the submarine and waited until the next morning.

We inspected the submarine at first light the next
marning and discovered one open hatch. Inside the hatch were the
tones of a Japanese crewman who had apparently tried to escape;
there was escape apparatus in the form of oxygen bottles and
harness lying on the deck. There was a small hole through the
lower half of “the Conning Tower which seemed to have been maocge
by a depth charge. We were unable to gain access to the
submarine due toc ihe hatch opening being made for Japanese seamen
and being too sma2ll for us. I am 6ft 1 inch tall and weigh

1.3 stone.,

I have inspectad the submarine five times altogether

There ie a 10 ft. shark which is always in the Conning Tower.
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I am 34 years of age and have lived in Darwin for
fourteen years. 1 went to Darwin in the Airforce in 1958. I |
ieft the Airforce in 1962 and became a professional diver in
1964 .

When I arrived in Darwin Japanese Salvage Contractors
were cleaning up various wrecks which had been sunk off Darwin in‘
1941-42, 1 heard talk about a Japanese submarine which the
Salvage Contractors were looking for but could not find and I
became interested in searching for it.

I have been reading Naval records and doing other
research about likely places in the area where the submarine
might be for the whole of the eight years I have been diving.
I spent a great deal of time and money in fruitless searches
for the submarine and finally became convinced that it was
somewhere in the Clarence Strait between Bathurst Island and
Darwin. ‘

I enlisted the aid of a friend who is the skipper
of a Prawn Trawler who had good echo sounding equipment and on
the Y5th November, 1972 we mede what we belisved %e be & fizm |
contact with the submarine. We made two dives in a cage because
there were many sharks in the area. On the second dive, just on
dusk, another diver and I disﬁovered the submarins. We left the
cage and swam to the Conning Tower. There were many sharks
around and our emergency air supply had failed so we placed bouys
over the submarine and waited until the next morning.

We inspected the submarine at first light the next
morning and discovered one open hatch. Inside the hatch were the
tones of a Japanese crewman who had apparently tried to escape;
there was escape apparatus in the form of oxygen bottles and
harness lying on the deck. There was a small hole through the ‘
lower half of *he Conning Tower which seemed to have been made

by a depth charge. We were unable to gain access to the

submarine due-to the hatch opening being made for Japanese seamer
and being too small for us. I am 6ft 1 inch tall and weigh

13 stone,

I have inspéctéd the submarine five times altogethﬂ

There ic a 10 ft. shark which is always in the Conning Tower.
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The Conning Tower also contains a great deal of pearl shell, \
The submarine is surrounded by sharks, man eating gropers and
sea snakes which seem to make it their home.

We originally estimated the length of the submarine ‘
at 300 ft., approximately 25 ft. high and 15 ft, wide. It has
light armament on the deck consisting of 5.5 gun and what appears

to be some machine guns. The torpedo tubes were open and appearec

to have been fired shortly prior to the submarine being sunk.

Qur research leads us to the firm conclusion that the submarine
was the 1.124 which was sunk by a depth charge attack by U.S.
Edsall and Deloraine in Mclaren Strait on the 20th January, 1942.
Attached hereto is a page describing it from the book "Imperial
Japanese Navy" written by A.J. Watts and B.G. Gordon published

by MecDonald & Co. Publishers Limited, 49 Poland Street,lLondon W.1
and printed in Great Britian by A. Wheaton Pty. Ltd.

Sounding equipment used on the hull of the submarine
leads us to believe that half of the submarine is still water
tight and the other half filled with water. The submarine should
contain the skeletons of a crew of approximately B85, records,

a safe and valuable war relics. The salvage value of the scrape
material would be approximately $1.5 millicn and it is possible
that the ship also contains Mercury which was used for ballast
which would be worth $1 million., It is believed that apart from
its value as scrape the submarine might be a valuable war relic
for the Japanese or U.S5. Governments or private museum.

Only four of these submarines were ever built and
this is the only one recovered. Of the other three one was
surrended and scraped in 1946 and the other two were sunk in deep
water in 1942 and 1945 respectively.

I have recently entered into a contract with a

Company in the New Hebrides to raise the submarine,

HAROL.D BAXTER
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277. 122 (Type KRS) c. 1936 [A. Watts coll.)

Kawasaki only one vessel was actually completed by
that yard. Towards the end of 1926 the yard almost

went bankrupt and this delayed the completion of the
three other vessels then under construction. Two or
them were taken to the Kure Navy Yard where they
were completed and the fourth vessel was compicted

! Melric equivalent
Displacement : 1,383/1,768 tons (normal), 1,142 tons (standard) 1,405/1,756 tons 1,160 tons
Dimensions ! 269(pp) ....(wl) 2794(0a) x 241 x 141 feet 82f,.../85:2 > 75 X 4-4m
Machinery : Two shalt diesellelectric motors, B.H.P.[S.H.P.
2,400/1,100 = 144(7 knots
Bunkers & radius : . tons; 10,500m @ 8k[40m @ 43
Armament; One 5'5-inch gun; four (bow) 21-inch T.T. (twelve 140mni 533mm
torpedoes); 42 mines
Complement:
Number Buiider Laid down Launched | Compleled | Fale
48 Kawasaki 10.24 20.3.26 31.3.27 Renumbered / 2/ 1924, Renumbered [ 121 |
Kobe) 1839. Surrendered and scrapped 30.4.46, |
|
49 i 1925 8.11.26 28.10.27 Renumbered 22 1824, Renumbered / 722 |
(completed 1939. Torpedoed USN Skale Toyama Bay
Kure M.Y.) 10.6.45. |
50 " 1925 19.3.27 28.4.28 Renumbered / 23 1924, Renumbered [ 123 !
1239. Sunk deplh charge USN Gawmble
60 iniles ESE Savo 29.8.42. ’
|
124 = 1926 12.12.27 19.12.28 Renumbered / 12¢1639. Sunk depth charge !
ol USN Edsall and Ovclcraine Clarence
Strait 20.1.42. |
- 5
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Loa 8520 ENGINES
By, 7. S5o ) S.H.P.
d 43 RADIVS
i VISPT. L1463 neRry ‘ToMs
- L468
Cli42 sw\-cm;_) ARMAMENTY

2 DIESELS
2,400

1"3”-%4\5 HILES~KNITS,

| l‘*‘yud) &UpN

G SIATT (Bow) WITH |2 TORPEIoES
42 MINES

| SuBMARINES
SENSUI -KAN)

I val “TYpe:
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HINE LAYER TYPE.

i
i
|
|
!

HAYY BY THE VZRSAILLE CLMFERENCE,

NOTES: TIHEY ARE THE ONLY MINE-LAYING SUBMARINES IN THS TAPRNESE NAVY,
THE 2ERHAN MINE LAYIN& SUBMARINE OF YTME UEIl TYFE, OF WHICH ONE BOAT (U 123) WAS DEUVERED TO THE TAPRELE

TAFR DESIGN wAL MODIRED FRoM

j 4 BoATT oF THIS TYPE (I 21 ~240 WkRE BUILT BY KAWASAK), COMPUETED BETWEEN 31/3/40 ~ |o/13/4%.

THEY Teer PARY I THE OPT:RATIONS AT TAG FIRST PERIOD

!

i

| TIEY WERT RENAMED AS 1134~ 124 10 1929.
i

!

| AL TRAINIG BoATS |l THEINLAND SEA,

T 1aifEx1) AT MAIZURU AT TRE END OF WAR,

®zalon 220 MINED L Suwd NEAR ROTED PENINSULA, |5/6/ 45, REMOVED FROM LILT, S/a/45,

WAR LossES:

T RI(Ba23) SUMK [N SOLOMON WATERS, AUE. ~ SEPT 42,

B4 fexa4) = MEAR PURT DARWIM, TN, “41.

°F THIS WAR,; BUT JINCE 1942~ 4} THEY WERE USED




p.0. BOX 322, Telepheono:
AAHRHSDALE, 3875 (051) 56 6559

SUB-SEA SERVICES PTY. LTD.

UNDERWATER CONTRACTORS AND ENGINEERS

8th March, 1973.

Garrick Gray & Ca,,
10th Floor,

570 Bourke Street,
MELBOURNE, VIC. 3000.

Dear Sirs,

PROJECT: SUBMARINE HULL INSPECTION

I wish to advise the following details re Hull Inspection of your.
Submarine off Darwin.

DIVER: : : STANDBY :
DEPTH: 160!
LaGx 10 P o

A.B. 13,13
L.B. 11,25
A.S. 11.36

VISIBILITY: 30' +

Net Cutter is 5' high. Starboard side elevators are 0.K. Hatch is at an
angle of 259 and Cannon is apt of hatch but forrard of conning touer.

There are two holes, one in the bow and one man mnade. Civer left the
wreck to clear hose and owing to current could not get back to wreck.

DIVER: . STANDBY :
L.5. 15.53

Bk, 15.55 .

L.B. 16.30 . i’

There is a Plate missing on deck. Behind this there are two open
hatches, one has a door, the other has not. There is no visible gamage
to Port side Bow and no damage around gun emplacement. There is an
open hatch on port side near gun emplacement, and blown hatch apt of



conning tower and minor damage to hatchway. On port side, behind‘gun,
grating is missing from the deck. Behind gun on port side there is no
visible gun damage. Forrard of conning tower is an open hole. Port
side of connino tower is a bad hole. Port and starboard lights are
intact. 40! astern of conning tower on port side is an open hatch
badly overgrown. On port side 4' from stern is round hole 1/2" in

diameter.

INSPECTION OF SUBMARINE

DIVER: STANDBY :
DEPTH: 1601

L.5. 0903

A.B. 0904

L.B. 0905

A.S. 0806

HOSE BLEW - DIVER BROUGHT TO SURFACE
DIVER:

L.S. 0922

A.B. 093G

A.S. 0947

Found mortor bomb at conning tcwer.D

Vessel has list of approximately 30 to starboard. Under side of hull
is exposed from rear to well forrard past propellor shafts. Propellors
are intact. Apt of conning tower is rack of depth charges or mines.
There is no visible damage to the hull.

There is no visible damage to hull other than a hole in conning tower
and open hatches. All open hatches have the dogs opened on them with
the exception of the stern hatch, which appears to be twisted from an
explosion. No salvage valves were located owing to the amount of
growth on the hull and the absence of drawings. As you will realise
these valves would have to be covered and & major search would have to
be carried out and even then, without a drawing or epproximate location
of the valves, they would be difficult to find. My opinion is that
the vessel can be salvaged intact but the operation would require

a well equipped barge with several compressors and perhaps a cox gun.
The cost, as you will realise, is difficult to estimate but I would

put it in the vicinity of $50,000 to $75,000 and the best time
to commence this would be after the Cyclone season had finished. Ue
do not know for sure whether the torpedo tubes are open or closed, as

we were not asked to check for this, just for damage to the hull.



Near the bow there is a towing hole still intact, so the vessel after
being raised, should be able to be towed to whatever destination is
required.

Scrap value of the vessel would be difficult to estimate but most

of the deck fittings would be non-ferreous metal and if it is loaded
with mercury, the figure to salvage the vessel would be paltry in
comparison to the value of the mercury. The other alternative would
be to approach the Japanese Government on the value of the vessel as
8 war memorial, but I feel this last approach, should be made with
caution, as they could decide to have the vessel made a war grave,
which would leave everyone out in the cold. I fFeel you will be
better able to evaluate the situation after seing Henri Bource's
photographs.

Yours faithfully,
SUB-SEA SERVICES PTY. LIMITED.

§é§tf 54;54;ijZ5v

J)
P.J. WASHINGTON, /”/
Managing Director.
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N84/16303 IN REPLY QUOTE:

07 March 1985

The Secretary
Department of Arts, Heritage
and Environment

G.P:0w BOx 1252

CANBERRA ACT 2601

/
: - ,41,1
Attention: Mrs J. Ame¢ss

HISTORIC SHIPWRECK - JAPANESE SUBMARINE I-124

References:
A. Navy Office letter N84/16303 dated 21 May 1984

B. Your letter 79/2783 dated 16 August 1984

(6508 Your letter 79/2783 dated 15 October 1984

g At Reference A permission was sought for a Navy
diving team from HMAS CURLEW to dive on the wreck of the
Japanese submarine I-124 off Darwin. This request was

made at the behest of the Naval Officer Commanding Northern
Australia who reported local concern over unsubstantiated
reports that the wreck had a number of unexploded mines on
deck. You advised your conditions relating to the dive

at Reference B and subsequently issued a permit at Reference

Cs

s A total of seven dives by divers from HMAS CURLEW
was made on the wreck on 5 and 6 November 1984. The wreck
lies stem to stern, North to South in approximately 45
metres of water. Mine carrying rails are visible from the
stern to protrusions aft of the conning tower. Two of these
protrusions are hatches, one shut and one fully open. The
identity and function of the other two protrusions could not

be determined.

s The after section of the conning tower is detached
from the main structure for a distance of about one metre

and it is now littered across the starboard side of the

wreck (see diagram at Annex A). This damage is consistent
with Mr Baxter's claim in the Australasian Post on 12 March
1O 8L, An estimated 75% of the conning tower -remains
attached to the . hull,upright and ,with aerials intact. The



g

direction finding aerial is clearly visible as can be seen
in the photographs at Annex B. There are no extraneous
objects visible forward of the conning tower to the bow
except for the 5.5 inch gun which is in good condition
with the barrel trained level fore and aft.

4, Growth on the hull casing is prevalent every-
where and this made identification of many objects difficult.
However, no minelike objects or explosives were found on or in
the vicinity of the wreck to indicate that it is a danger

to shipping. Further, the hull appears sound with no
evidence of damage that originally sank the submarine.

The only apparent damage is to the conning tower.

R. PAR@INGTON

Captain, RAN
Director of Naval Operations

Annexes:
A. I-124 Diagrams
B. I-124 Photographs



\\
\

\
R

ANNEX A LU NAVY vUrraioen s
LETTER N84/16303 25
DATED 07 MARCH 1985
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