
Your Museum – Your WA
A Museum for our future
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Heart of  
the State, 

soul of  
its people

The WA Museum has set itself  
the challenge of giving a voice to  
2.2 million Western Australians 
to share the stories of their lives, 
origins and land. It also continues to 
reveal and protect the astounding 
biodiversity and landscape of this 
extraordinary State. 
As WA steps up to take its place 
in the world as a major commercial 
entity, its State Museum should 
represent and reflect Western 
Australia to the world and bring the 
world to Western Australia.
The significance of the New 
Museum development cannot be 
underestimated. In local terms, it is 

the most important development  
in the Museum’s history. In global  
terms, it is one of the largest  
cultural infrastructure projects in  
the world today. 
In planning the New Museum, we  
have redefined its whole purpose. 
Our work will be built on three 
interconnected pillars: 
    Being Western Australian 

    Discovering Western 
Australia 

  Exploring the World 

Underpinning this is a commitment 
to ‘Reveal the Museum’ by showing 
the breadth and depth of research 

activity that contributes to our 
understanding of Western Australia. 
As the Museum evolves, we seek 
strong support from business and 
the wider community to realise our 
vision. As the Museum’s fundraising 
arm, the WA Museum Foundation 
is our vehicle to make this happen. 
This is something that happens less 
than once a century – so there has 
never been a more exciting time to 
be involved! We sincerely thank you 
for your support. 

"The Western Australian 
Museum will be owned  
by our State, valued by  
our people and admired  
by the world."

– Alec Coles

AlEC ColES
Chief Executive Officer, 
Western Australian Museum

learning from the past,  
shaping the future...
For more than  
120 years, the Western 
Australian Museum has 
collected and protected 
our State’s heritage.
Working with the people of Western 
Australia, the Museum directly 
engages with more than one million 
people each year, including visitors 
to our seven Museum sites across 
WA and online, via our website.

Behind the scenes, the Museum 
is a busy intellectual environment. 
Research in the fields of biodiversity, 
geology and planetary science, 
maritime archaeology and the 
humanities is a priority.
Now we are planning a bold step: 
creating the most important 
museum development in the 
Southern Hemisphere. We see 
ourselves as responsible for  
the future. Future generations 
deserve no less.

EmErituS ProfESSor AlAn roBSon
Chair, Board of Trustees, Western Australian Museum

Your part in  
our future
This is a time of enormous 
excitement at the WA Museum. 
The WA Government’s decision  
to proceed with the New Museum 
at the Perth site has given huge 
impetus to our work. 
With this investment comes 
responsibility. We have an 
unprecedented opportunity –  
not just as a Museum but also as  
a State – to create something to  
last for generations. 

We need your help! 
The WA Government has 
generously committed over $420 
million. However, we are inviting 
you to join our supporters in helping 
develop a world-class facility to 
enable our research to continue, 
our collections to grow and our 
education to reach a wider audience. 
It is an ambitious path. We welcome 
you to join us for the journey. 

EmErituS ProfESSor trACEY Horton
Chair, Board of Governors, Western Australian Museum Foundation



a

“Since 1998 Woodside has proudly supported the WA Museum’s 
groundbreaking research into the marine biodiversity of Western 
Australia’s unique North West. We welcome the decision to create  
a new home for this amazing body of work, and establish a place 
that will bring new vibrancy to the Perth cultural precinct.”

– Peter Coleman
CEo AnD mAnAging DirECtor, WooDSiDE

Being Western  
Australian

Discovering  
Western Australia

“I strongly support the WA Museum because of its commitment 
to ensuring history is presented in a balanced way and that all 

engagements with Aboriginal people are conducted in a culturally 
appropriate manner, including respect for gender specific issues.”   

– irene Stainton
CHAir, WA muSEum ABoriginAl ADviSorY CommittEE

The Western Australian 
Museum is about being Western 
Australian. It inspires people to 
explore their identity, experience 
diversity, embrace community 
and understand ourselves and 
each other. In a State that boasts 
probably the oldest continuously 
settled civilisation on the planet, 
as well as one of the most rapidly 
diversifying populations in the 
world, this is a critical role.
The Museum’s collections  
of cultural materials and its 
community partnerships must grow 
to represent the changes in our 
State. By engaging with audiences 
across metropolitan, regional 
and remote areas, we will enable 

them to express their identity 
and explore their heritage through 
collections, memories, oral histories 
and digital stories. We will grow 
volunteer programs to establish 
the Museum at the heart of our 
community, promoting a sense of 
ownership and involvement. 
We will work with Aboriginal 
communities to mark their culture,  
both ancient and modern. We will 
celebrate WA’s creativity through 
its culture, science, innovation  
and entrepreneurialism. 
We seek partners to assist us to 
translate this information into 
accessible and engaging physical, 
online and interactive displays, 
worthy of a world-leading museum.  

As we build the New Museum, now is 
the time to truly define our place and 
showcase WA to the world. 
We will celebrate our creativity, 
ingenuity, history and future 
capacities and bring the world to WA 
for international exhibitions, research 
programs and partnerships. 
New exhibitions and galleries will 
feature state-of-the-art design and 
innovation. The New Museum will 
provide a window on the world and 
place a spotlight on our State and its 
many achievements. 
Through uniquely Western Australian 
experiences, the Museum will become 
an international tourist destination 
in its own right. We will continue to 
build our partnership with the British 

Museum and seek internationally 
acclaimed works from the world’s 
major museums, marking Perth as  
one of the major touring venues for 
the world’s greatest exhibitions. 
We will continue to secure 
relationships with leading 
international researchers and 
showcase contemporary WA 
stories to the world. Themes will 
include: resources, agriculture, the 
Square Kilometre Array, biodiversity 
research, ecotourism, fashion,  
bio-discovery and medical research. 
We will build our relationships with 
the Indian Ocean Rim and our South 
East Asian neighbours through trade 
and transport. Our collections will 
reflect our historic and contemporary 
relationship with the world. 

“Museums offer you a 
context that is far richer 
than anything in ordinary 
daily life, and far wider in 
scope in both time and 
experience than can be 
found in any one place  
or any one culture.”

– neil macgregor
DirECtor of tHE BritiSH muSEum

Celebrating our identity and diversity.

A gateway to our extraordinary State. 

Exploring the World 
Defining our State, and our place in the world.

visionary Donor

About our foundation

Since 1981, the support of visionary 
benefactors and partners has helped 
shape the Western Australian 
Museum into the State’s leading 
cultural and scientific institution. 
In 2010, the WA Museum was the 
recipient of the largest philanthropic 
gift in its history, kindly donated by 
Andrew and Nicola Forrest: 
“We are delighted by the 
commitment from the State 
Government to the New Museum 
for Western Australia. To us, it 
represents one of the most real, 

The Museum is the perfect 
introduction to WA’s landscapes, 
geological heritage and biodiversity, 
and also where much original 
discovery takes place. 
Our magnificent meteorites help 
us better understand the cosmos. 
Every week, new species of animals 
are discovered by our scientists in 
the Pilbara, the South West and off 
the Kimberley coast. 
Our cultural anthropologists 
document rock art, our maritime 
archaeologists discover new 
shipwrecks, and our historians 
reveal the hidden stories of this 
extraordinary State. 
We are seeking to build our 
capacity for essential research that 
is critical to the understanding and 

protection of our State and the 
delivery of our public programs 
and educational work. We seek 
to attract the best curators and 
researchers to ensure that we 
remain at the forefront of  
research to maintain and surpass 
our global reputation for  
excellence. We are also creating 
new laboratories to study and 
prepare the specimens that are  
the life-blood of our work. 
Importantly, the New Museum  
will allow visitors ‘behind the scenes’ 
access to our diverse research 
collections and their curators.   
New technology will also provide 
improved communications and 
interactivity to encourage maximum 
community engagement across  
Western Australia.

meaningful and permanent initiatives 
we have seen to retain the hard work 
and economic benefits of the mining 
industry for future generations. 
“The New Museum will be a  
critical and wonderful social 
infrastructure for Western Australia. 
Our contribution was to do  
what we could to help attract  
further support and we are  
thrilled to see it go ahead.  
We congratulate everyone for this 
great achievement and encourage 
others to give generously.” 

– Andrew & nicola forrest 
CEo AnD CHAirmAn, minDEroo founDAtion

“Western Australia is a truly 
extraordinary state with 
breathtaking diversity and a 
geological record stretching 
back hundreds of millions 
of years. The Western 
Australian Museum is at the 
forefront of research, study 
and presentation of this 
amazing natural resource.”

– Sir David Attenborough

Established in 1995, the Foundation 
facilitates the Museum’s vision and 
the delivery of vital programs across 
our seven metropolitan and regional 
sites in Perth, Fremantle, Kalgoorlie, 
Geraldton and Albany and the 
Collections and Research Centre  
in Welshpool.  
The Foundation is managed by a 
Board of Governors and further 
supported by a Financial Investment 
Committee, comprised of leading 

industry professionals to ensure 
the highest standards of integrity, 
governance and stewardship are 
realised for the Museum and  
its legacy. 

The Western Australian Museum Foundation 
is the Museum’s fundraising arm and plays a 
critical role in encouraging investment to help 
preserve our unique cultural and scientific 
heritage and to present it to Western Australians 
and the world.

As we work towards the 
new museum, there has 
never been a more exciting 
time to become involved. 
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Sir David Attenborough at the W
A M

useum
 – new species of spider named in his honour.

Derby, WA.  Image courtesy Frances Andrijich.
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Australia II Gallery, WA Maritime Museum, Fremantle.



            

ContACt 

The Director, WA Museum Foundation  |  150 William Street, Perth, WA 6000
P +61 8 6552 7675  |  E director@wamfoundation.com.au  |  museum.wa.gov.au/foundation
The Western Australian Museum Foundation (ABN: 40 374 175 692) is endorsed as a tax-deductible gift recipient by the Australian Tax Office.

How to support  
the WA museum
Extraordinary things happen at the WA  
Museum – thanks, in no small part, to  
the generosity of our valued supporters.

Front cover image: ammonite fossil, 65-250 million years old.

EngAgE toDAY 

Complete the registration of interest form or visit our website.  
For a private appointment please contact the Foundation Director. We appreciate your generous support.

DiSCovErY funD 

Donations to the Museum’s endowment, Discovery Fund,  
enable the enhancement of the State’s collections through 
acquisitions, exhibitions, scientific research and engaging 
public and educational programs.  
Philanthropic gifts, bequests, corporate partnerships  
and in-kind support also allow the Museum to provide 
experiences beyond the scope of government funding. 

HoW to SuPPort uS  

    Help grow the Discovery fund to secure the development of the State’s collections, and education 
and research initiatives for future generations. 

    Partner with us to bring world-class exhibitions to WA, or sponsor specific research or public programs. 
   make a bequest to safeguard Western Australia’s natural and cultural heritage. 
   Become a foundation supporter and help us achieve an inspirational Museum. Join our mailing list, 

attend events and share our vision.

This brochure is printed on environmentally 
responsible paper that is carbon neutral and 
manufactured from 100% post-consumer 
recycled paper in a chlorine free environment.

This brochure was designed by Scoop Publishing.
Proud supporter of Culture and the Arts in 
Western Australia. 
scoop.com.au


