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Figure1 Monochromereproductionof thecolour type illustrationof Phyllurusmilii by Bory deSaint-Vincent(1823).

tete, et I'extremegrosseurde sesyeux, caracteres
par lesquelselle differe surtout du Phyllure de
Cuvier. La queuen'estd'ailleurspassi pointue,et
loin d'etrecordee,elle estcommespatuliforme,et la
pointe qui la termine parait d'autant plus
remarquableque la partie elargieen estplus plate
etplusronde.

[Our old and renownedfriend, captain Milius,
former governor of Madagascar,lately charged
with thegoodwill of FrenchGuiana,discoveredthis
speciesin Australiaon the shoresof SharkBay; we
owe to him the figure and the description.Smaller
than the previous [Phyllurus Cuvieri, = Phyllurus
platurus], but proportionallytaller on the limbs, its
headis blunt, its color of a brick red above,which
only allows it to be distinguishedwith difficulty on
thereddishgroundwhich it inhabits.A sortof black
half-collar with three bands makes it very
remarkable,also theblunt form of its head,andthe
greatsize of its eyes,charactersby which it differs
completelyfrom the Phyllureof Cuvier. The tail is
not quiteso pointed,andfar from beingcordiform,
the point which it endsin seemsmore remarkable
than the enlargedpart which is very flattenedand
rounded.]

Bory de Saint-Vincent(1828) gives an essentially
similar descriptionthat providesa few additional
details(headbrown; two dark marksover the hip,
andscatteredsmallwhite tuberclesovertheskin):

PHYLLURE DE MILIUS, Phyllurus (Milii)
aurantiaea,verrueulosa,capite fuseo, caudii spatulatii,
N; V. pI. deceDictionnaire.Cetteespece,pluspetite
que la precedente,nousa ete communiqueepar le
capitainede viasseauMilius qui la decouvrit,et la
dessinavivantesurlesplagesdela baiedesChiens­
Marins. Sa couleur orangee,tirant sur la teinte de
brique,lui facilitait lesmoyensdesetenir inaperc;ue
ala surfacedu sol rougeatre,sur lequelelle etaiten
reposaux ardeursdu soleil. Sa teteestbrune,trois

lignes transversalesnoires forment sur le cou
commedesdemi-eolliers,et deuxmarquespareilles
sevoienta l'insertionde la queuequi estspatulee,
mais mucronee en meme temps. De petits
tuberculesperlesetblanchatrescouvrentle peau.

Although Bauer (1990) consideredthat the
descriptionwasunequivocallyconspecificwith the
animal to which the name has been consistently
applied,I do not believethis to be the case.Indeed,
I consider that the plate accompanyingthe
description(Figure1), althoughgrotesque,is more
likely to representNephrurusIevis oeeidentalis.The
generalcoloration of the lizard painted, with a
predominanceof pink tones, lack of any pale
transversebandson the tail, restrictionof transverse
colour elementson the body to the napeand tail
base,andrandomlyscatteredfine palespotting(vs.
transverselyorientedlines of largerpaletubercles),
agreeswith N. 1. oecidentalisrather than N. milii
(Figure 2; seealsocolor platesin Storret al., 1990).
The only feature of the plate that more closely
resemblesthe latter speciesover the former is the
lack of a terminalknob to the tail. Given the lack of
detail to morphologyin the plate, this could easily
beanoversighton thepartof theartist.

It is clearly undesirableto destabiliseover a
century and a half of consistentapplicationof the
namemilii to the Thick-tailedGecko,overa century
of consistentapplicationof the nameNephrurusIevis
to the SmoothKnob-tailed Gecko and almost four
decadesof useof thesubspeciesnameoccidentalisfor
the SharkBay populationof the latter species(see
BauerandHenle,1994,for a partial list of usageof
thesenames),by recognisingPhyllurus milii as a
senior synonym of Nephrurus Ievis occidentalis.
Stability of nomenclatureis best served by
maintainingcurrentusageof thespecificepithetmilii.

No type has been previously identified for
Phyllurus milii (Guibe, 1954; Cogger et al., 1983;
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Figure 2 A. Neotype of Phyllurus milii (WAM R34085); B. Nephrurus levis occidentalis from 32.2 km SE Onslow, WA.

Bauer, 1990; Brygoo, 1991; Bauer and Henle, 1994),
and there are no identifiable Baudin Expedition
specimens of either species that could represent
potential types in the collection of the Museum
Nationale d'Histoire naturelle, Paris (Roux-Esteve,
1979; pers. obs.), which houses other Baudin
Expedition herpetological specimens, or in the
Nationaal Natuurhistorisch Museum, Leiden,
which received some of the Baudin Expedition
herpetological specimens on exchange (pers. obs.).
It is possible that the specimen drawn by Milius
was released or discarded following completion of
the drawing. Hence, the opportunity exists to
designate a neotype concordant with current usage
to fix the name.

Consequently, I designate Western Australian

Museum specimen R34085, from Bemier Island, Shark
Bay, as neotype of Phyllurus milii Bory de Saint­
Vincent, 1823. The mature, but reproductively inactive
female (Figure 2A), with snout-vent length 93 mm, is
typical of the species to which the name has been
subsequently applied, and is from a locality
commensurate with the original type locality. Bemier
and Dorre Islands were visited by the Baudin
Expedition between 28 June and 11 July, 1801
(Comel!, 1974). The only other Shark Bay site at which
the Baudin Expedition landed was Peron Peninsula,
between 18 and 22 March, 1803 (Comel!, 1974).

One other action is necessary to stabilise
nomenclature of this species.

Although Francois Peron did not live to complete
the zoological results of the Baudin Expedition, he
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did include in his general account of the expedition
(Peron, 1807) a brief preliminary comment on three
lizard species collected by the Expedition during its
time at Bernier and Dorre Islands. One of these was
a gecko, named by Peron Gecko Dorreensis. The latter
name was accompanied only by a measurement
("10 a 13 centimetres (4 a 5 pouces)"). As Peron
reported only a single gecko species collected at
Shark Bay by the Baudin Expedition, it is likely that
Bory de Saint-Vincent and Peron's names apply to
the same large species. Although generally
regarded as a nomen nudum (Douglas and Ride,
1962, Cogger et al., 1983, Bauer and Henle, 1994),
the provision of a diagnostic measurement validates
the name for the purposes of nomenclature. In order
to stabilise application of the name, I further
designate WAM R34085 as neotype of Gecko
dorreensis Peron, 1807.

As milii has been used as the valid name for the
species to which both names apply, by over ten
authors in more than 25 publications over the
previous half-century (see Bauer and Henle, 1994
for list), while Gecko dorreensis has not been used as
the valid name for this taxon since its first
publication, I consider Phyllurus milii a nomen
protectum and Gecko dorreensis a nomen oblitum. This
action is taken in accordance with Article 23.9.1 of
the Fourth Edition of the Code of Zoological
Nomenclature. This stabilises usage of the name
milii for this species by preventing use of the senior
synonym.
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