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Figure2  A. Neotype of Phyllurus milii (WAM R34085); B. Nephrurus levis occidentalis from 32.2 km SE Onslow, WA.

Bauer, 1990; Brygoo, 1991; Bauer and Henle, 1994),
and there are no identifiable Baudin Expedition
specimens of either species that could represent
potential types in the collection of the Museum
Nationale d’Histoire naturelle, Paris (Roux-Esteve,
1979; pers. obs.), which houses other Baudin
Expedition herpetological specimens, or in the
Nationaal Natuurhistorisch Museum, Leiden,
which received some of the Baudin Expedition
herpetological specimens on exchange (pers. obs.).
It is possible that the specimen drawn by Milius
was released or discarded following completion of
the drawing. Hence, the opportunity exists to
designate a neotype concordant with current usage
to fix the name.

Consequently, I designate Western Australian

Museum specimen R34085, from Bernier Island, Shark
Bay, as neotype of Phyllurus milii Bory de Saint-
Vincent, 1823. The mature, but reproductively inactive
female (Figure 2A), with snout-vent length 93 mm, is
typical of the species to which the name has been
subsequently applied, and is from a locality
commensurate with the original type locality. Bernier
and Dorre Islands were visited by the Baudin
Expedition between 28 June and 11 July, 1801
(Comnell, 1974). The only other Shark Bay site at which
the Baudin Expedition landed was Peron Peninsula,
between 18 and 22 March, 1803 (Cornell, 1974).

One other action is necessary to stabilise
nomenclature of this species.

Although Francois Péron did not live to complete
the zoological results of the Baudin Expedition, he
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did include in his general account of the expedition
(Péron, 1807) a brief preliminary comment on three
lizard species collected by the Expedition during its
time at Bernier and Dorre Islands. One of these was
a gecko, named by Péron Gecko Dorreensis. The latter
name was accompanied only by a measurement
(“10 a 13 centimeétres (4 a 5 pouces)”). As Péron
reported only a single gecko species collected at
Shark Bay by the Baudin Expedition, it is likely that
Bory de Saint-Vincent and Péron’s names apply to
the same large species. Although generally
regarded as a nomen nudum (Douglas and Ride,
1962, Cogger et al., 1983, Bauer and Henle, 1994),
the provision of a diagnostic measurement validates
the name for the purposes of nomenclature. In order
to stabilise application of the name, I further
designate WAM R34085 as neotype of Gecko
dorreensis Péron, 1807.

As milii has been used as the valid name for the
species to which both names apply, by over ten
authors in more than 25 publications over the
previous half-century (see Bauer and Henle, 1994
for list), while Gecko dorreensis has not been used as
the valid name for this taxon since its first
publication, I consider Phyllurus milii a nomen
protectum and Gecko dorreensis a nomen oblitum. This
action is taken in accordance with Article 23.9.1 of
the Fourth Edition of the Code of Zoological
Nomenclature. This stabilises usage of the name
milii for this species by preventing use of the senior

synonym.
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