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Midbody scalerows 18. Ventrals478. Subcaudals15.

No detailsof colorationremain.

Distribution
Only known from one locality in southerninterior of Kimberley Division

(far northernWesternAustralia).SeeFig. 19.

Derivationof Name
Greekfor 'smalleye'.

Ramphotyphlopspinguis (Waite, 1897)
Figs 25 and26

TyphlopspinguisWaite, 1897,Trans.R. Soc.S. Aust. 21: 25. 'SouthAustralia'.
Typhlops opisthopachysWemer, 1917,Mitt. zoo!. Mus. Hamb. 34: 35. 'Tanga,German

EastAfrica'.

Diagnosis
A large, very stout, moderatelydark blind-snakewith 20 midbody scale

rows, snoutslightly angularin profile and nasalcleft proceedingfrom second
labial.

Description
Total length (mm): 131-445(N 48, mean335.4). Length of tail (% total

length): 2.6-5.7(N 46, mean3.8).

Rostral (from above) urn-shaped,much longer than wide, abouthalf as
wide as head and not extending back to level of eyes. Nasalsnarrowly
separatedbehind rostral. Frontal usually much smaller than prefrontal.
Snout slightly angular in profile. Nostrils inferior, slightly swollen, equi­
distant from rostral and preocular.Nasalcleft proceedingfrom secondlabial
(N 42) to nostril, thencecurving upwardsand forwardsfor one-fifth to one­
half of distanceto rostral.

Fig. 25: Headof Ramphotyphlopspinguis.
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Midbody scale rows 20 (N 47). Ventrals 277-331 (N 41, mean 301.5).
Subcaudals 12-19 (N 41, mean 14.8).

Dorsal and upper lateral surfaces dark brown, either merging gradually
with or fairly sharply demarcated from whitish lower surfaces.

Distribution
South-western Western Australia, north to New Norcia, east to Koorda,

Bruce Rock and Jerramungup, and south to Bunbury, Boyup Brook and
Tenterden (Fig. 5).

Material
South-West Division (W.A.): 'Geraldton' (14204); Koorda (3774); New Norcia

(28396); Gingin (3364); Bindoon (37465); Northam (4545); Muresk (22423); Bakers
Hill (12920); Chidlow (2109, 26865); Bruce Rock (3401); Darlington (11326); Boya
(55917); Kalamunda (26343, 29754); Karragullen (2591); Mt Dale (19133); Jarrahdale
(64626); Pinjarra (747, 7078); head of South Dandalup River (31222); Wandering (4367);
Kulin (34028); Yarloop (2602); Williams (17310); Lake Biddy (2779); Harvey (63n);
Wokalup (NMV R7173); West Tarwongup (5347); Wagin (15123); Darkan (4391);
Boolading (4951); Buckingham (1365); Burekup (854); Capercup (5207); Katanning
(473, 859); Kojonup (590,653, 28630); Narlungup (805); Boyup Brook (5352); Jerra­
mungup (21879); Cranbrook (783, 5122); Tenterden (8231); no locality (291, 69519);
holotype (SAM R803).
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Ramphotyphlops troglodytes sp. novo

Fig. 27
Holotype

R51043 in Western Australian Museum, collected on 1 September 1975 by Dr B.R.
Wilson and Mrs S.M. Slack-Smith at Tunnel Cave, Napier Range, Western Australia, in
17°37'S,125°14'E.

Diagnosis
A very slender, flat-headed, white-snouted blind-snake with snout rounded

in profile, 22 midbody scale rows and nasal cleft proceeding from second
labial and completely dividing nasal.

Description (based on holotype, the only available specimen)

Total length (mm): 402. Tail length (% total length): 1.3.

Rostral (from above) oval, widest anteriorly, nearly one and one-half
times as long as wide, nearly three-quarters as wide as head and extending
back to well short of level of eyes.

Head depressed. Snout rounded in profile. Nostrils lateral, much nearer
to rostral than preocular. Nasal cleft proceeding from second labial to nostril,
thence curving upwards and forwards to rostral. Eyes indistinct.

Midbody scale rows 22. Ventrals 641. Subcaudals 14.

Coloration in spirits. Snout whitish, back nearly to level of eyes. Tip of
tail whitish. Remaining dorsal and upper lateral surfaces brown, gradually
merging with pale lower surfaces.

Fig. 27: Head of Ramphotyphlops troglodytes.

Distribution
Only known from one locality in the interior of the Kimberley Division,

far northern Western Australia (Fig. 19).
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Ramphotyphlops unguirostris (Peters, 1867)

Fig. 28

Typhlops (Onychocephalus) unguirostris Peters, 1867, Monatsb. K. Preuss. Akad. Wiss.
1867: 708. Rockhampton, Queensland.

Typhlops curvirostris Peters, 1879, Monatsb. K. Preuss. Akad. Wiss. Berlin 1879: 776.
Port Bowen, Queensland.

Diagnosis
A moderately slender blind-snake with 24 midbody scale rows, nasal cleft

proceeding from first labial, and snout tipped with cutting edge. Further
distinguishable from R. ligatus by much wider rostral.

Description
Total length (mm): 268-490 (N 7, mean 357.0). Length of tail (% total

length): 1.2-2.7 (N 7, mean 2.0).
Rostral (from above) elliptic, longer than wide, about two-thirds as wide

as head, and extending back to well short of eyes. Nasals in short contact
behind rostral or narrowly separated. Frontal smaller than prefrontal.
Cutting edge at tip of snout extending back through nasal scale as a ridge.
Nostrils inferior, much nearer to rostral than preocular. Nasal cleft proceed­
ing from first labial to nostril, thence curving upwards and forwards to or
towards rostra!.

Midbody scale rows 24 (N 7). Ventrals 387-474 (N 5, mean 426.6). Sub­
caudals 11-16 (N 7, mean 13.1).

Dorsal and upper lateral surfaces dark olive-brown, fairly sharply demar­
cated from whitish lower surfaces.

Fig. 28: Head of Ramphotyphlops unguirostris.

Distribution
Kimberley Division, far northern Western Australia (Fig. 21). Also North­

ern Territory and eastern Australia.
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Remarks
Our first Western Australian specimen was obtained when Mr W.H. Butler

saw one of two Pied Butcherbirds (Cracticus nigrogularis) with a snake in
its bill. A well-aimed stone persuaded the bird to release the snake.

The five species of blind-snake recorded from north-west Kimberley, viz.
R. kimberleyensis, micromma, troglodytes, unguirostris and yampiensis, are
represented in our collection by only eight specimens. This and Mr Butler's
experience demonstrate the difficulty of collecting blind-snakes in this
rugged region and indicate the probability that several more species remain
to be discovered there.

Material
Kimberley Division (W.A.): Gibb River HS (73513, 73538); Manning Creek in 16°38'S,

1250 55'E (70725); 13 km NW of [new] Lissadell (75342, 75461, 75518).

Northern Territory: Katherine (13891).

Ramphotyphlops waitii (Boulenger, 1895)

Figs 29 and 30

Typhlops waitii Boulenger, 1895, Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S.W. (2) 9: 718. N.W. Australia.

Diagnosis
A large, very slender, strongly beaked blind-snake with 20 midbody scale

rows and nasal cleft usually proceeding from second labial. Further
distinguishable from R. bituberculatus by more numerous ventrals (more
than 500 v. fewer than 500) and snout not strongly trilobed.

Description
Total length (mm): 127-614 (N 155, mean 341.2). Length of tail (% total

length): 1.0-3.1 (N 76, mean 2.0).

Rostral (from above) elliptic, much longer than wide, about three-quarters
as wide as head and usually extending back not as far as eyes (occasionally to
level of front edge of eyes). Nasals narrowly separated behind rostral. Frontal
smaller than prefrontal. Tip of snout with a strong, dark transverse cutting
edge. Nostrils inferior, swollen, much nearer to rostral than preocular. Nasal
cleft proceeding from second labial (N 121) or from junction between
second labial and preocular (1) to nostril, thence obliquely upwards and
forwards to about midway between nostril and rostra!.

Midbody scale rows 20 (N 110). Ventrals 535-667 (N 30, mean 599.4).
Subcaudals 13-26 (N 31, mean 18.6).

Dorsal and upper lateral surfaces moderately dark purplish-brown,
gradually merging with whitish lower surfaces.
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Fig. 29: Head of Ramphotyphlops waitii.

Fig. 30: A Ramphotyphlops waitii from 10 km S of Coorow, photographed by T.M.S.
Hanlon.

Distribution
Western Australia from the Hamersley and Warburton Ranges south to

Armadale, Dumbleyung, Holt Rock, the Eastern Goldfields and Cundeelee
(Fig. 31).

Material
North-West Division (W.A.): 'N.W. Australia' (holotype BMNH 1946.1.11.74); Maran­

doo (52687-8,68951); Marillana (31906); Roy Hill (13998); Kumarina (25214); 19 km S
of Tamala (64382); Yalgoo (1743); Warriedar (1404).
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Fig. 31: Map of southern and central Western Australia showing location of specimens of
Ramphotyphlops waitii.

South-West Division (W.A.): Yuna (26048); Mullewa (8447) and 32 km E (22769);
Geraldton (8703-4, 34550) and 4 km S (41665); Greenough (7924); 13 km S of Mingen­
ew (33382-3); Perenjori (24796); Three Springs (5192); Carnamah (403); Eneabba Spring
(26761); Waddi Forest (8064); Maya (26407, 56106); 10 km S of Coorow (54485,
57801-7); Wubin (30913); Dalwallinu (9241, 28145); 30 km NE of Beacon (48403);
29 km NE of Wialki (47782); Kalannie (69497); Coomberdale (31157); Miling (48017-8);
Bindi Bindi (12020); Moora (22864-5); Gabbin (13990); Koorda (19659-65); Wongan
Hills (10057); Moonijin (32032,37490); Ejanding (7105); Nalkain (4992); Korrelocking
(26410); 14 km S of Trayning (25595); Nukarni (6312); Goomalling (12769); Beer­
mullah (8613); Lower Chittering (24742); Merredin (1368); Doodlakine (5787); Keller­
berrin (24093, 27266); Cunderdin (3854, 29305); East Bullsbrook (13865); Bullsbrook
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(NMV R7199); Upper Swan (15118); Herne Hill (68275); Midland (2443); Guildford
(31994); York (4246-9, 8973-8); Helena Valley (31992); Maida Vale (1554-5); Bruce
Rock (29598) and 18 km S (22937-8); Shackleton (15119); Balkuling (5129); Quairading
(2484-8, 14827, 52636); Dangin (4265); Gosnells (1381-2); Armadale (67334); Mt
Kokeby (3794); Lake Mears (4319); Corrigin (12652); Pingelly (9175,12633,62504);
Karlgarin (31055); 5 and 9 km NW of Holt Rock (54412-6); Congelin (39070); Contine
(69528); Narrogin (25901); Williams (421); Lake Grace Reserve (44219-21); Dumbleyung
(28948); 'Cranbrook' (NMV R7172, 7193); no locality (643,1198,4832,7297,8937,
29708-13).

Eastern Division (W.A.): Warburton Range (14659, 17780-1, 22004, 22027, 22095,
31358-9); Yandil (2228); Albion Downs (30978, 30980); Kathleen Valley (15120,
19778); Booylgoo Spring (1121,1745); Banjawarn (69197, 69219); Laverton (21336,
23913); 8 km SW of Mt Morgans (69527); Cundeelee (32676); Bulong (4205); 'Goldfields'
(448); Westonia (4988); Bodallin (22885).

Ramphotyphlops yampiensis sp. novo

Fig. 32

Holotype
R26839 in Western Australian Museum, collected in March 1966 by Mr F.C. VanIngen

on Koolan Island, Western Australia, in 16°08'S, 123°45'E.

Diagnosis
A slender blind-snake with rounded snout, 18 midbody scale rows and

nasal cleft proceeding from preocular and completely dividing nasal scale.
Further distinguishable from R. diversus by more numerous ventrals.

Description (based on holotype, the only available specimen)
Total length (mm): 128. Tail (% total length): 1.8.
Rostral (from above) elliptic, one and three-quarters times as long as wide,

two-thirds as wide as head and extending back nearly to level of eyes. Nasals
narrowly separated behind rostral. Frontal smaller than prefrontal. Snout
rounded in profile. Nostrils slightly inferior (Le. almost lateral), nearer to
rostral than preocular. Nasal cleft proceeding from preocular to nostril,
thence obliquely upwards and forwards to rostral.

Midbody scale rows 18. Ventrals 480. Subcaudals 11.

Fig. 32: Head of Ramphotyphlops yampiensis.
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Coloration in spirits. Snout pale, rest of upper surface brown, becoming
darker on head, neck and tail and paler on lower surfaces.

Distribution
Only known from one island in Yampi Sound, north-west Kimberley (far

north of Western Australia). See Fig. 19.
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APPENDIX

Ramphotyphlops braminus (Daudin, 1803)

Fig. 34

Eryx braminus Daudin, 1803, Histoire naturelle, generale et particuliere des reptiles 7:
279, Vizagapatam, India.

Diagnosis
A very small, dark blind-snake with rounded snout, 20 midbody scale

rows, and nasal cleft proceeding from preocular and completely dividing
nasal scale. Distinguishable from all Australian blind-snakes by ventrals
dark and often only in point contact with adjacent scales of same longi­
tudinal row (Fig. 33).

Fig. 33: Sketch showing ventral scales in Western Australian
species of Ramphotyphlops (right) and in R. braminus (left).

Description
Total length (mm): 64-150 (N 9, mean 107.9). Length of tail (% total

length): 1.5-2.7 (N 9, mean 2.1).

Rostral (from above) twice as long as wide, about one-third as wide as
head, narrowing anteriorly, and usually not extending back to level of eyes.
Nasals narrowly separated behind rostral. Frontal about as large as pre­
frontal. Snout short and rounded in profile. Nostrils lateral, usually just
visible from above, equidistant from rostral and preocular or a little nearer
to rostral. Nasal cleft proceeding from preocular (N 9) to nostril, thence
upwards and curving forwards before joining rostral at its widest point.

Fig. 34: Head of Ramphotyphlops braminus.
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Midbody scale rows 20 (N 6). Ventrals 300-318 (N 4, mean 308.2). Sub­
caudals 8-12 (N 4, mean 10.2).

Tip of snout, lips and tip of lower jaw pale brown. Vent and tip of tail
white. Rest of upper surface dark purplish-brown, gradually becoming paler
on lower surfaces, anterior angle of all scales purplish-black.

Distribution
Original habitat presumably South-East Asia; now established m many

parts of the world.

Remarks
At present Ramphotyplops and Typhlops can only be distinguished on

characters of the male genitalia, which makes it impossible to place the
parthenogenetic braminus with any certainty. I therefore follow McDowell
(1974) in placing it in Typhlina [=Ramphotyphlops] to which it seems
closer in details of head scalation.

Material
Malaya (6096-7); Christmas I. (37046); Cocos Keeling Is (26234); Darwin, Northern

Territory (28735,28413,30946-8).
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