








The GenusNotechisin WesternAustralia

Victoria
'Mallee' ( MV D4754); 21 km SW Rocket Lake (SAM R9009; NMV D54271);nearChina­

man Well ( MV D53492, 5'3505, 53975, 54421,54516, 54746, 54798-9, 55069); Kaniva
(NMV D33512); Kiata (NMV 010044);Little Desert, 16 km S Kiata (NMV D9836-7,15343);
2 km S Dimboola (NMV D53538); 'Victoria' ( MV D4560).

Notechisminor (Gunther,1863)

Figure 4

Hoplocephalusminor Giinther, 1863,Ann. Mag. nat. Hist. (3) 12: 362. S.W. Australia.

Diagnosis
A small, long-tailed, short-snouted,large-eyedNotechiswith 15 midbody scale

rows and upper surface uniformly dark except for pale oblique bar on side of
neck. Further distinguishablefrom N. coronatusby its striated dorsal scalesand
from N. mastersiiby its more numeroussubcaudals(more than50).

Description
Snout-vent length (mm): 121-391 (N 15, mean 240.8). Tail (% SVL): 26.9­

36.4 (N 13, mean31.1).
Rostral slightly wider or slightly narrower than high. Internasalsfrom a little

more than half to a little more than three-quartersas long as prefrontals.Frontal

Figure 4 A Notechisminor from Albany, W.A., photographedby G. Harold.
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1.3-1.8 times as long as wide (N 14, mean 1.(0), and 1.2-2.1 times as wide as
supraocular (N 14, mean 1.58). Preocular much higher than wide. Eye much
longer than distance from rnouth; iris blackish except for narnlW orange ring
around pupil, widest at top. Temporals: primaries 2 (N 12) ur 3 (2); secondaries
2 (N 14). Upper labials 6 (N 14). Lower labials 7 (N 14).

Midbody scale rows I El (N 15), increasing on neck to 17-21, and reducing
before vent to 13 (N 14) or 14 (I). Ventrals 116-129 (N 13, mean 123.6). Anal
entire (N 14). Subcaudals 53-61 (N 13, mean 56.2), single except occasionally
for divided first. Ventrals plus subcaudals 175-183 (N 12, mean 179.2).

Upper surface dark steel-grey usually becoming dull reddish-brown towards
tip of tail. Face pale grey. Lower half of rostral and of upper labials usually white,
occasionally only a little paler than face. Oblique bar on side of neck orange.
Lower surfaces mostly orange-red, anterior and central ventrals with a yellow
centre, ventrals and subcaudals usually edged black.

Distribution
Humid coastal plains of deep south-west of Western Australia, north to Bussel­

ton and cast to Two Peoples Bay.

Material

South-West Division (WA.)
5 km W Busselton (34112); Karridale (44539); lower Warren River (34()33'S, 115°55'E)

(59023); Northcliff (13999); 30 km S Rocky Gully (34° 56'S, 116°32'E) (73582); south-east
corner of Broke Inlet (34°56'S, 116°32'E) (68158); 5 km W Walpole (49909); Denmark
(8431); Bornholm (6485-6); south-west corner of Princess Royal Harbour (15098); Albany
(11886, 13423); mainland opposite Gull Rock, King George Sound (61502); Two Peoples
Bay (30952).

Notechis coronatus (Sehlegel, 1837)

Figure 5

Elaps coronatus Schlegel, 1837, Essai sur la physionomie des serpens 2: 454. Australia. [Lecto­
type locality: King George Sound, W.A., Jide Coventry and Rawlinson 1980: 67.J

Trimesurus olivaceus Gray, 1841, in G. Grey's Journals of two expeditions of discovery in
north-west and western Australia ... 2: 443. Australia.

Diagnosis
A medium-sized Notechis with 15 midbody scale rows, a black crown (consist­

ing of a black loreo-temporal streak and black nuchal bar), a white streak through
labials and non-striate scales. Further distinguishable from N. mastersii by snout
rounded (not obliquely truncate) in profile, and from N. minor by more numer­
ous ventrals (130 or more) and fewer subcaudals (53 or fewer).
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De cription
Snout-vent length (mm): 135-5-1-3 ( 152, mean 298.6). Length of tail (%

Sv L): 19.0-26.4 ( 1-1-4, mean 22.3).
Rostral slightly wider than high. Internasals half to three-quarters as long a

prefrontals. Frontal 1.6-2.'1 times as long as wide (N 101, mean 1.95), and 0.9­
1.7 times as wide as upraocular ( 101, mean 1.27). Preocular about as high as
\\·ide. Eye longer than Uuveniles) or a long as (adults) di tance from mouth;
upper third of iris golden-yellow, remainder dark. Temporals: primarie 1 ( 1),
2 (81), 3 (4) or 4 (1); secondaries 2 (N 80) or 3 (7). pper labials 6 (N 90) or
7 (4). Lo\\"er labials 7 ( 9-1:).

1idbody scale rows 15 ( 150), increasing on neck to 16-20, and reducing
before vent to 14: ( T 1), 13 (95) or 12 (3). Ventrals 130-153 (N 68, mean 139.0).
Anal entire ( 68). Subcaudal 39-53 (N 66, mean 45.8), single except occasion­
ally for divided first and very rarely a few pairs towards tip. Ventrals plus sub­
caudals 172-201 ( 66, mean 184.8).

Figure 5 A Notechis coronatus from Israelite Bay, W.A., photographed by G. Harold.

Top of head grey, olive-grey, olive brown, blackish-grey or black, edged with
black, i.e. by (1) a loreo-temporal streak, narrowest on tip of snout and widest
immediately in front of and behind eye, usually continuou with (2) a transverse
nuchal bar, widest at midline. Rest of upper surface olive-grey, olive-brown or
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blackish-grey. Black lellTo-temporal streak edged below by a white streak, narrow­
est at tip of snout and sometimes continuous with a narrow pale brown bar
immediately behind black nuchal bar. Lower half of rostral and of anterior upper
labials pale yellow, suffused with grey and stippled with black. Lower surfaces
yellow, orange or orange-red, partly suffused with grey and peppered with greyish­
black; dark pigment on ventrals concentrated along anterior strip of scale, the
strip widening on posterior ventrals and in darkest specimens spreading over most
of scale.

Distribution
Southern Western Australia (mainly on coastal plains) north to Muchea, east

nearly to Point Culver (Great Australian Bight) and inland to Wagin and Pingrup
(southern Wheat Belt); also Archipelago of the Recherche.

Geographic Variation
The most distinctive population is that of the Archipelago of the Recherche.

Snakes from these islands are notable for their dark coloration, poor develop­
ment of black nuchal bar (often absent, fragmentary or indistinct), high ventral
and subcaudal counts, relatively shorter and wider frontal, and greater size (SVL
in four of 18 specimens exceeds 423 mm, compared to only one of 134 mainland
specimens).

At first sight the Recherche population might seem to merit subspecific recog­
nition. However, most of its peculiarities can be matched in odd specimens from
other regions, and in some respects snakes from the adjacent mainland are inter­
mediate. For example, ventrals plus subcaudals in the Recherche range from 188
to 201 (N 17, mean 193.7), on the mainland of the Eucla Division from 178 to
193 (N 14, mean 184.4) and in the South-West Division from 172 to 186 (N 35,
mean 180.7).

Material

South- West Division (WA.)
Muchea (459); Wanneroo (6346); Bassendean (4734); North Perth (4835); South Belmont

(4976, 14485); South Como (6551); Rossmoyne (60877); Riverton (39781);Jandakot (1206,
47649); Banjup (61504); Armadale (13817); Rockingham (6910,36175); Safety Bay (15072);
Serpentine (53737); Mandurah (4349); Waroona (7813); Wagerup (6904,8986,9364); Yarloop
(6925); Wagin (8370); Bunbury (31196); Pingrup (22489); Busselton (6057, 6196, 9597);
Jerramungup (18547); Hopetoun (11100,59569,62875); Nannup (56752-3,56770-1); Witch­
cliffe (7766, 21965, 36716); Tambellup (2104); lower Fitzgerald River (67807); Mid Mt
Barren (36899); 5 km N Fitzgerald Inlet (55936); Boondardup River in 34° 13 'S, 119° 31 'E
(37217); Scott River (41717); Augusta (5190, 24906); Cape Leeuwin (58797) and 5 km N
(25879); Cranbrook (6566, 11333, 53734-6); Doubtful Island Bay (19798-9); Bluff Knoll
(51775-6); Bremer Bay (45651); Wellstead (69492); Cape Riche (8384); Upper Kalgan (21368­
70); Meerup (47885); Chorkerup (4489,6069); Many Peaks (14167); Cheyne Beach (15073­
4, 31169); King River (4233, 5615, 53733); south-east corner of Broke Inlet (68156-7);
Walpole and vicinity (33426, 51472-3, 62237); Nornalup and vicinity (22420,41773); Kent
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River (46544-5); Denmark and vicinity (49934, 10098,17119,24960-2,30680); Bornholm
(6483-4); West Cape Howe (9160); Albany (7763-4,8922, 10960, 22488); Two Peoples Bay
(37837-8,44995,61389,69498).

E ucla Division (W.A.)
20 km W Point Culver (44973); Israelite Bay (9397, 14205,67473); Dalyup River (15075);

Esperance (8938, 11365, 12338, 13674,17863,43864,58868) and 23 km E (15076,43884)
and 33 km E (21995); Cape LeGrand National Park (29643,41955-7,41959,67730,67733,
67736,67746,67749-51,67755-60); North Twin Peak I. (53092-4,54342); Goose I. (9182);
Middle I. (41915, 47725); Wilson I. (53142); Mondrain I. (10106-7, 53116, 53119, 54461,
68220,68226,68228-9,68372); Daw I. (76362).

Notechis masters;; (Krefft, 1866)

Figure 6

Hoplocephalus mastersii Krefft, 1866, Proc. zoo!. Soc. Lond. 1866: 370. 'Flinders Range',
S.A.

Diagnosis
A very small Notechis with 15 midbody scale rows; top of head wholly or

posteriorly black, bordered behind by pale brown nuchal bar and below by black
loreo-temporal streak; upper lips white; lower surfaces mostly reddish. Further
distinguishable from N. coronatus by hog-nosed snout and striate scales; and from
N. minor by more numerous ventrals (129 or more) and fewer subcaudals (fewer
than 45).

Description
Snout-vent length (mm): 121-271 (N 19,mean230.1).Lengthoftail(%SVL):

16.8-23.6 (N 19, mean 20.0).
Rostral as wide as high or slightly wider. Internasals a little less or a little more

than half as long as prefrontals. Frontal 2.4-3.2 times as long as wide (N 20,
mean 2.72), and 0.65-1.0 times as wide as supraocular (N 20, mean 0.83). Pre­
ocular usually a little wider than high. Eye a little larger than distance from
mouth; upper third of iris and narrow ring around pupil orange-yellow, rest of iris
dark. Temporals 2 + 2 (N 19). Upper labials 6 (N 19). Lower labials 7 (N 19).

Midbody scale rows 15 (N 20), increasing on neck to 16-19, and reducing
before vent to 13 (N 20). Ventrals 129-145 (N 18, mean 136.7). Anal entire
(N 18). Subcaudals 32-44 (N 18, mean 38.3), single except rarely for divided first
and for a few pairs towards tip. Ventrals plus subcaudals 169-182 (N 18, mean
175.0).

Top of head dark grey or olive-grey, freckled with black, most densely pos­
teriorly and often becoming wholly black on frontal, supraoculars, parietals and
first 2-3 vertebrals; behind last-named an orange-brown or brownish-yellow trans­
verse bar about two scales wide, not sharply defined and often broken in middle.
Irregular black streak from nasal back through top of upper labials to side of
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neck, bordered below by a white streak. Remaining dorsal surfaces blackish­
brown in juveniles, and olive-grey finely freckled with blackish-brown in adults.
Rostral, bottom of anterior upper labials, lower labials and gulars pale grey
heavily stippled or finely freckled with black. Under neck greenish-yellow.
Anterior edge of ventrals and ubcaudals suffused or blotched with dark grey;
lateral quarter of scales coloured like dorsals; remainder of each scale (central
posterior) red in juveniles and orange in adults.

Figure 6 A Notechis mastersii from Eucla, W.A., photographed by G. Harold.

Distribution
Coastal areas of south-eastern Western Australia, west nearly to Esperance and

inland to Mt Newmont. Also southern South Australia (Eyre and Yorke Peninsu­
las and south-eastern interior) and Victoria (western interior).

Geographic Variation
The specimens from Esperance (much the wettest part of the species' range in

Western Australia) are considerably darker than adults from elsewhere.

Material

Eucla Division (WA.)
4 km E Eucla (70019-20) and 4 km S (18482,24644); 40 km SSE Mundrabilla HS (36717);

45 km W Madura (28900) and 43 km S (34417); 8-15 km SSE Cocklebiddy (24668, 27370,
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53425-6, 60811, 66775); Eyre (56867,67260,67311); 18 km ESE Mt Newmont (32° 56'S,
123°12'E) (59916); 32 km ENE Esperance (40009-10).
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