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Name

Years of observation

Localities and notes

Cedar Armstrong (b. 1924)

David Blythe (b. 1924)
Harry Mewett (b. 1924)

Keith West (b. 1925)
Aub McEvoy (b. 1915)
Wally Dunnett (b. 1928)
George Gardner (b. 1912)

Basil Hanekamp (b. 1920)

Lionel Scott (b. 1922)

Fred Brockman (b. 1925)
Ernie Young (b. 1925)
Jack Studsor (b. 1925)
Len Talbot (b. 1926)

Les Carroll (b. 1926)
Jimmy Shanhun (b. 1926)
Tom Warren (b. 1927)
Audie Kern (b. 1927)

J.S. Whyte (b. 1927)

Brian Mitchell (b. 1928)
Bevan French (b. 1929)

Charlie Miles (b. 1932)
Laurie Butterly (b. 1915)

Bruce Beggs (b. 1928)
Fred Delandgrafft (b. 1930)
Walter Korn (b. 1907)

Neville Tichbon (b. 1928) &
Michael Tichbon (b. 1936)

Bill Tame (b.1924)
Frank Smith (b. 1910)

Late 1920s to 1991

From late 1920s

From late 1920s
to present

From late 1920s to 1972

From 1930
From 1931
From 1932

From early 1930s

From early 1930s

1930s to 1978
Early 1930s to 1946
Early 1930s

From early 1930s
Early 1930s

Early 1930s to 1951
From early 1930s
From 1930s

From early 1930s

From early 1930s

From early 1930s to
present
From early 1930s to
present

1934 to present

1935 to 1939
From mid 1930s
From 1938
From 1930s

From 1940
From 1947

Carter Rd area near Margaret River (town), Sussex Loc.
1137, 464 and 933. Fox arrived early 1930s.

Near Nannup
Sussex Location 665, Quindalup

Cowaramup (Sussex Location 1719)
Dwellingup and Harvey
Between Treen Brook and Fly Brook forest blocks

Near Northcliffe. He knew the Bilby from his childhood
spent on a farm east of Pingelly, 1912-32 and stated that it
started to decline in the 1920s following the widespread use
of rabbit poison baits, before the Fox was first observed in
1928 near Pingelly

Middlesex; east side of Lake Muir (1948 onwards). Fox first
seen at Middlesex in 1935. He noted that native mammals
became scarce in the 1930s, and observed instances of them
‘travelling in circles’ which was attributed to disease

Near Storry and Strickland forest blocks; and near mouth of
Donnelly River. Fox first observed c. 1934

Dudinyillup (Nelson Locations 6 & 7).

Near Kin Kin forest block

Collie

Near Nannup (Carlotta) until 1946

Buckingham

Woodburn area, southeast of Porongurup Range
Dwellingup

Pemberton

Sussex Locations 1734 & 1736, Wirring and Whyte Rds,
between Bramley and Treeton forest blocks near Margaret
River

Near Newlands (farm, Wellington Location 2538)
Gidgegannup

Gidgegannup (Swan Location 149)

Sussex Loc. 963, Wildwood Rd near Yallingup. Fox arrived
c¢. 1934-1935

East Kirup (Grimwade)
Tonebridge
24 km south of Boyup Brook

Between Gwindinup and Argyle, adjacent to Preston River
(Wellington Location 3217). Their father had told them that
the first Fox was shot in the district in 1929.

Near Nannup

¢. 19 km west of Cranbrook. Before 1947 he lived at Bruce

Rock and knew the Bilby there, where he last saw it in c.
1928

suggested that regeneration following fire was
hindered by Rabbits. Being partly carnivorous
however, the Bilby should only have competed with

Rabbits for tubers.

7

Usurpation of Bilby burrows by Rabbits was
probably more relevant (Wood Jones 1924; Ratcliffe

1938; Rolls 1969; Watts 1969; J. Masters and N.
Beeck personal communication 1999), although
Bolam (1927) noted that Bilbies apparently “live in
complete harmony” with Rabbits. In the early 1930s
overproduction and declining wheat prices led to
severe financial constraints (Bolton 1972: 189) and
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facilitated the development of Rabbit plagues on
farms in the 1930s (Tomlinson 1979). Perhaps it is
only a coincidence that Rabbits are sparse to nearly
absent in the northern and central deserts of
Western Australia (King 1990), the only parts of
Western Australia where the Bilby has persisted.

Introduced Rodents

The House mouse Mus domesticus probably
became a valuable food resource for the Bilby (cf.
Watts 1969). Because it was not a competitor for
food, it was not instrumental in that way in the
decline and apparent extinction of the Bilby in
south-western Australia.

Bycatch from Rabbit Trapping and Poisoning

During the era of Rabbit plagues, poisoned grain
and fruit were distributed in agricultural areas to
control Rabbits (Crawford 1921; Hoy 1923;
Haddleton 1952; Gooding 1956; Leake 1962;
Troughton 1965; Udell 1979; Pustkuchen 1981;
Ferrell 1992; G. Gardner and W. Bradford personal
communication 1999). These baits reduced the
abundance of parrots, native mammals and
introduced mammals that ate this grain. This
incidental mortality of non-target species is here
termed bycatch. Being insectivorous and
carnivorous (Longman 1922; Jenkins 1974; A.
Douglas personal communication 1999), the Bilby
ate poisoned grasshoppers, Rabbits, mice and birds
(Haddleton 1952; Udell 1979; Pustkuchen 1981; A.
Douglas, personal communication 1999). Haddleton
(1952), G. Warren, and C. Fawcett (both personal
communication 1999) linked the decline of the
Dalgyte to poisoning. N. Candy (personal
communication 1999) surmised that Dalgytes and
Boodies died in their burrows after having eaten
phosphorus bait, which is a slow acting poison; this
may account for why this factor has generally been
underestimated.

Bilbies were also killed through ripping and
fumigation of Rabbit warrens on agricultural land
(Glauert 1954; Serventy 1954; Jenkins 1974; Hobbs
et al. 1993), or were killed or maimed in steel traps
set for Rabbits (Shortridge 1910; Wood Jones 1924;
Leake 1962; Jenkins 1974; N. Beeck, W. de Burgh, J.
Masters, D. Vickers personal communication
1999). None of these Rabbit control measures,
however, can explain the extinction of the Bilby in
nature reserves and national parks and in the
Great Victoria Desert, where these practices did
not occur.

Vulpine Predation

The Fox colonized south-western Australia in the
period 1920-30 (Long 1988). Bilbies declined in the
southwest mostly within 10 years of the arrival of
the Fox, with the last specimens collected in the area
in 1935 (Kitchener and Vicker 1981, Australian
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Museum collection) and the last sighting in the
1980s (T. Marden, personal communication 1999).
Many interviewees linked the disappearance of the
Bilby with the Fox, as have Le Soeuf (1923), Bolam
(1927), Serventy (1954), Finlayson (1961), Troughton
(1965) and Watts (1969). Erickson (1971: 151) cited
anecdotal evidence of “a sudden increase of foxes”
in the period 1934-6, based on “an increase of 800%
in sheep deaths” on a farm near Calingiri.

The failure of the Fox to become permanently
established in the north of Western Australia (King
and Smith 1985) may explain the persistence of the
Bilby there and its apparent extinction elsewhere in
the State (Friend 1990, Christensen and Liddelow
1992). Moreover, in the Warburton region and
Gibson Desert the Fox is widespread and Bilby
populations appear to be declining (Burbidge and
Fuller 1979; Burbidge et al. 1988; Christensen and
Liddelow 1992). In the Great Sandy Desert, Bilbies
still persist (Youngson et al. 1981; McKenzie and
Youngson 1983) and may be numerous (Burbidge
and Pearson 1989), with Fox numbers decreasing at
lower latitudes. In the southeast of WA Amy
Crocker noted a decline in Bilby abundance at
Balladonia after 1917 following the arrival of the
Fox (Richards and Short 1996). In 1929, Dingo
trapper W.A. Wills collected Bilbies near Rawlinna,
noting that “foxes were non existent or very rare”
(A.J. Wills, personal communication 1999).

Logging

The Bilby occurred most extensively in forest with
a codominant height <25 m (cf. Map 2 of Bradshaw
et al. 1997; Figure 1 of this paper). Much of this
forest remained unlogged until after 1960 (Heberle
1997), for the reason that it is commercially
unattractive, as few trees have long boles. Even
where it was logged earlier (1940-59), the low
density of stumps (pers. obs.) indicates that the
impact was not intensive. Furthermore, forest
around Chidlow and Wooroloo, where the Dalgyte
persisted to 1927-56, was logged in the period from
1880 to 1920 (appendix 5 of Heberle 1997). Much of
the south-western geographic range limits of the
Bilby lie almost completely east of the high quality
jarrah forest (see map on p. 9 of Abbott and
Loneragan 1986). For all these reasons, logging may
be discounted as a relevant factor.

Mining

The earliest and probably most intensive impact
of mining was east of Collie (Heberle 1997), where
jarrah forest was logged for props for underground
mine shafts in the period 1900-19. Mining for
bauxite within the Bilby’s geographical range was
commenced by Worsley Alumina in 1984 at Mt
Saddleback, well after the population crash of the
1930s. Gold mining began near Boddington in 1987
(Bartle and Slessar 1989). In all of these operations,
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the actual extent of deforestation is relatively
limited.

Synthesis

The above analysis has revealed that some factors
are not relevant, others appear to have contributed
indirectly, and several have directly influenced the
decline and apparent extinction of the Bilby in
south-western Australia. Moreover, some of these
factors have cross-linkages. In order to clarify the
role of this set of interacting factors, it is useful to
recognize three categories.

In the context of this paper, pre-disposing factors
to the extinction of the Bilby are those natural or
pre-European variables that reduce, usually
temporarily, population size: drought, aboriginal
burning of vegetation, Dingo predation, and
disease. Contributing factors are those that have
reduced population sizes only since European
settlement: clearing of native vegetation, spread of
clearing burns to adjacent vegetation, crossing over
of diseases from domesticated or feral animals,
bycatch from rabbit control programs, and
predation by Cats and Foxes. Primary factors are
any of those listed with an overarching role in the
process of extinction. In the case of the Bilby, all of
the circumstantial evidence leads me to concur with
the hypothesis proposed by Watts (1969), that the
Fox is both the necessary and sufficient factor
associated with regional declines.

This hypothesis can be tested by establishing
when, in the range of the Bilby in southern
Australia, the Fox arrived and the Bilby was last
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recorded or observed. Data for New South Wales,
South Australia and Western Australia have been
taken from Friend (1990), Leake (1962), Jenkins
(1974), Ashby et al. (1990), Kemper (1990),
Tunbridge (1991), Richards and Short (1996), and
from this paper. The mean interval between the
arrival of the Fox in a district and the last record
there of the Bilby varied from 12 years in 1890 to 5
years in 1930 (Figure 4). As the Fox spread from
southern Victoria, the Bilby disappeared sooner in
southeast South Australia and New South Wales
than in Western Australia and northwest South
Australia, consistent with the hypothesis.

Drought is a significant pre-disposing factor in
that it permits depletion of reduced populations of
native species by Foxes and Cats (cf. Morton 1990).
The late 1930s and early 1940s was a period of
drought in south-western Australia. Fire,
depending on its scale, intensity and frequency,
temporarily modifies vegetation cover, an
important factor in the presence of exotic predators.
Sheep damage the ground cover and make it more
open, assisting predation by Cats and Foxes.
Pastoral areas also tend to have higher Fox numbers
due to the presence of dead sheep and cattle on
which Foxes can scavenge. Disease epidemics and
clearing of native vegetation also reduce population
sizes. Rabbits are important because they constitute
key prey of Foxes (Catling 1988), allowing these
predators to maintain high numbers and continue
to prey on declining native species which might
otherwise attain an equilibrium with the Foxes,
albeit at lower population densities. Predation by
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Figure 4 Relationship between the year of arrival of the Fox in localities across southern Australia and the occurrence
up to 1945 of the Bilby, now apparently extinct, in the same localities.
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Foxes on native mammal species can be unremitting
(Smith and Quin 1996). The accidental trapping of
Bilbies by rabbiters and the poisoning of Bilbies
during the era of the poison cart also reduced
population sizes.

Implications for Conservation Management

Due consideration of all of the above issues leads
me to formulate an hypothesis that: if the Fox had
not established in south-western Australia, the Bilby
would have persisted in national parks, nature
reserves, the eastern portion of State Forest, and
patches of remnant vegetation on agricultural land.

The Department of Conservation and Land
Management is now poisoning Foxes over 3.5 M ha
of native vegetation in south-western Australia,
allowing those species that persisted locally to
expand in distribution and abundance, and re-
introducing populations of native mammals that
have become locally extinct since the 1930s (Bailey
1996). There are proposals to introduce the Bilby to
Francois Péron NP and Fitzgerald River NP, and re-
introduce it to Dragon Rocks NR, Karroun Hill NR,
Lake Magenta NR and Stirling Range NP (CALM
1999). Bilbies were re-introduced to Dryandra
Woodland in May and June 2000. These actions will
test the hypothesis stated above.

Translocations of the Bilby into the extensive area
of State Forest marked on Figure 2 should also be
considered, with initial priority given to the Perup
forest. If these re-introductions succeed, the
translocated animals should breed, disperse and
eventually occupy all suitable habitat. Figure 2
predicts the extent of this distribution and thus the
hypothesis proposed in this paper for the original
distribution of the Bilby can be tested.

Further Research

A search of the compilation of accounts of early
explorations published by Cross (1833) did not
yield any records of Dalgytes. It was beyond the
scope of this study to read the numerous
exploration diaries held in Battye Library. These
record observations made during the exploration of
south-western Australia in the period 1829 to 1871
(listed by Jackson 1982: 187-195; mapped in Jarvis
1979). Diaries and letters of colonists may also
produce additional records. One looks forward to
the day when these items, together with colonial
newspapers, are electronically scanned and the
information contained in them is more readily
accessible via searchable databases. Hopefully this
paper will stimulate further historical research into
circumscribing in more detail the southwest range
limits of the Bilby.

Throughout this paper I have used the term
‘apparent extinction’ rather than ‘extinction’. The
recent rediscovery of Potorous gilbertii at Two Peoples
Bay (Sinclair et al. 1996) and the re-appearance, after
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only one year of Fox baiting, of species thought to
have become ‘locally extinct’ at Lake Magenta NR
(Morris et al. 1998) demand a more cautious
approach to declaring species extinct. Although there
was a population crash of Bilbies across regional
south-western Australia, a few local populations
appear to have persisted into the 1940s, 1950s, 1960s,
1970s and 1980s, almost at random. Why did these
and not other populations persist? W.H. Butler (in
Bannister 1969) did not locate Bilbies in the
southwest localities investigated. Nor did Kitchener
et al. (1980) locate Bilbies in 23 wheatbelt reserves
studied in detail in the period 1971-6. Is there a slim
possibility that a Bilby population still exists
somewhere in south-western Australia?

The apparent persistence of the Bilby in south-
western Australia for nearly 50 years after the last
specimen was collected has an interesting
implication for 11 other mammal species that were
last collected in south-western Australia last century
or early in the 1900s. These species, with their last
year of collection and the collector, are: Notomys
longicaudatus, N. macrotis, Pseudomys fieldi, P. nanus,
Rattus tunneyi and Chaeropus ecaudatus (1840s, John
Gilbert); Potorous platyops (1875, William Webb);
Lagorchestes hirsutus (1896, John Tunney); Perameles
bougainville and Lagostrophus fasciatus (1906, Guy
Shortridge); and Onychogalea lunata (1908, John
Tunney). In addition, Bettongia lesueur was last
collected in south-western Australia in 1942 (by
Norman Hall). Is it possible that some or all of these
species remained undetected in south-western
Australia for several decades after the last specimen
was collected? If so, it would reinforce the concept,
propounded above for the Bilby, that extinction can
be a drawn out process to which a number of
factors can contribute, and for which the primary
factor may differ from species to species.
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Appendix 1

I. Abbott

Chronological synopsis of information about the Bilby in southwestern Australia, based on observations in the period

1837-1935. The original spellings in the quoted documents have been retained.

Information

Reference

“..called by the natives Dalgheit, and by the colonists the Rabbit... A friend
of Mr. Gould’s residing in Western Australia, states that these animals are
found beyond the mountains of Swan River in the district of York. They
feed upon large maggots and the roots of trees, and do considerable
damage to the maize and potato crops by burrowing. A specimen kept by
him in confinement became in a few days very docile, but was irritable,
and resented the slightest affront or ill usage”.

“The animal called Dolgitch by the natives...burrows in the ground, and
except in its tail, has a good deal the appearance of the European Rabbit”.

‘dalgert’
‘Dulgyte’

“Some of the smaller animals, such as the dal-gyte...an animal about the
size of a weasel, burrow in the earth; these the natives surprise when they
are feeding, or dig them from their burrows”.

“Dol-gyt...has no incisores or cutting teeth...opening of the pouch is from
below instead of from above...burrows in the ground”.

‘...Dalgyte holes’.

“Dol-goitch...is a burrowing animal, living in pairs, and choosing spots
where there is loose soil; its burrows are in general several feet in depth,
and often of very great extent, and its powerful claws enable it to burrow
with astonishing rapidity, which renders it anything but easy to capture;
it often occurs that while the native is digging along its burrow, the animal
becomes alarmed, and commences burrowing upwards from the
extremity of its long burrow and thus makes its way out, generally
unperceived by the man while employed digging. The Dolgoitch in a state
of nature seems to be almost exclusively an insect feeder, and one of its
most favourite morsels apparently is the larva of a species of Cerambyx,
found in the roots of the Jam-wood (Acacia) this grub too is eaten with
great avidity by the Natives, who never fail to cut it out from an exposed
root where the Dolgoitch has been unsuccessful. The P[erameles] lagotis is
tolerably abundant over the whole of the grass district of the interior
where it is exclusively confined. The flesh is extremely delicate, and when
boiled greatly resembles that of the common rabbit”.

“Dal-goitch. Aborigines of the York districts’. This is followed by text
similar to that quoted above from Whittell 1954b. The major difference is
‘Although I have used the term Dalgyte, as it is in general use among the
settlers the proper and correct word of the Natives is Dal-goitch”.

“Dol-goitch. Aborigines generally”. This is followed by text almost
identical to that quoted above from Whittell 1954b. Note the following
variation: “is tolerably abundant over the whole extent of the sandy
districts of the interior of Western Australia.”

“There were several burrows like boudy holes, inhabited by animals
whose tracks resembled those of the dalgite, in these plains, the earth
around and thrown out...” [August 1854, c. 80 km southeast of Mt
Magnet]

Gilbert’s remarks about distribution paraphrased as “the grassy districts
of the interior of the Swan River colony”.

Reid, 1837

Drummond, 1839 [Hooker, 1840: 362]

Ogle, 1839: 63

Armstrong, 1841

Grey, 1841, vol. 2: 291

Moore, 1842 (see Moore, 1884: 23)

Gilbert, 9.10.1842 [Wagstaffe &
Rutherford, 1954: 499]

Gilbert, c. 1839-43 [Whittell, 1954b: 110]

Gilbert, 1843a

Gilbert, 1843b

Austin, 1856: 243

Gould, 1863
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Information

Reference

“I have not forgotten the dinner which we had on our return, for it was an
exceptional one on a bush animal called a dolghite... The dolghite proved,
as we had expected, so exceedingly like a rabbit when cooked that we
could detect no difference in taste...if the dolghite is cut up as for a fricasee
the slight difference in the shape of the two animals is unperceived, and
the flesh of both being white the deception is complete. The parallel,
however, does not extend to their disproportions, for the confidence of a
dolghite is so difficult to obtain that my husband piqued himself not a little
in persuading one, that was given him as a pet, to be on terms of even
distant civility with us” [1863-9, at York].

‘dulgate’ [1869, c. 30 km southwest of Mt Singleton. Two Aborigines
encountered with many animals carried in a net bag].

‘dolgite [1870s, ?Dandaragin}
‘dalgaitch’ [Southwestern Australia]

“The dalyite runs on four legs like the rabbit, and is very light blue in
colour with a long black tail with two inches of white on the end. His nose
and mouth are very much like a pig. His ears which are large are about
the size of a rabbit. His back feet are the same shape as the boody and his
forehands are long with four long sharp nails which are especially
adapted for digging. He is a grain eating animal but his chief food is
bardies, grubs or insects. He lived in a burrow in the ground but would
only make the one single burrow. The dalyite was the means of showing
us where tfo sink for water in the summer time. If you come to a burrow
going almost straight down on a sandy patch and there was moisture in
the sand which he had dug out of the burrow, you could bet your life he
was going down after water and many a good soak has been found
through following the dalyite. They were plentiful until the rabbit poison
was laid out and I have not seen one in this district since 1935, and he was
a dead one. Someone had run over and killed him”.

“...makes a larger and deeper burrow than Bettongia [lesueur]; the entrance
also is almost perpendicular for about two feet and then takes a side turn
at right angles. Like a badger, it is difficult to dig for, and will often
burrow as fast as a man can dig ...its tail during life has a peculiar
downward curl, although possessing no prehensile power. Nocturnal. Not
saltatorial, resembling a rabbit in its movements. Tail tipped with a small
sharp pointed horny spur rather like that of Onychogale ...widely
distributed throughout the South-West (except near the coast)...Most
plentiful in the inland districts of the South-West, rather frequently caught
in traps set for rabbits along the rabbit-proof fence...”Dalgyte”...of natives
[of southwestern Australia}”.

‘Dalgoo’

“The Dalgite...a little larger and taller than the Boodie lived like it in
burrows, though these were not so extensive as those made by that expert
digger. The Dalgite also scatched out its burrows in similar types of soil,
but these were generally in open country, often on cleared land, and not
right up against rocks or under them. Aborigines say that it was almost
impossible for their women to dig out Dalgites...because as soon as they
commenced to do so the fugitives did likewise, and burrowed deeper into
the ground. By about 1899 they had practically all gone from the Eastern
Wheatbelt, but in 1918 after three very wet years, they returned and
rapidly increased in numbers, and interfered with rabbit traps who
inadvertently caught many of them. At one period their population was
dense, and shortly afterwards these numbers decreased rapidly, and by
1929 they disappeared again, and have not returned. ...invariably twins
were found in a Dalgite’s pouch. Mainly carnivorous, they used to scratch
holes straight down to obtain the cream coloured bardies...found in the
roots...particularly those of the acacias, and this family of trees was
certainly the Dalgite’s favourite.”

Millett, 1872: 169

Forrest, 1875: 64

Lovat, 1914: 175
D.M. Bates, 1904-10 [White, 1985: 368]

Haddleton, 1952: 98-99

Shortridge, 1910: 831-3

Bolam, 1927: 27

Leake, 1962: 50~1
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Information Reference
“Despite its attractive colour and softness Dalgite fur was not popular Jenkins, 1974

with the trade, partly because the pelts were very tender and partly
because of a persistent musty odour. In 1926 rabbits were still scarce in
the Northam district and the first fox was exhibited...about a year later.
By contrast the burrows of the Dalgite...were quite common in the bush
and could sometimes be found in cultivated paddocks. In the early days
of settlement the Dalgite was plentiful in what is now the Wheatbelt and
no entirely satisfactory explanation has yet been presented for the
population crash which occurred about 40 years ago [i.e. 1934)]. Dalgites
were quite common around Northam in 1926 and their scratchings in
search of food could often be seen under jam trees and she-oaks. These
scratchings could be distinguished easily from those of rabbits by their
conical shape and depth. Although Dalgites fed mainly in the bush their
scratchings and burrows were not uncommon in cultivated paddocks and
in consequence most farmers regarded than as pests. The Dalgite burrow
has but one opening and usually descends in a spiral, often to a depth of
about five feet...I obtained a fine specimen which I kept for some time...It
refused [to eat apples, grains of wheat, lucerne, lucerne roots, sods of
green grass and in fact all the things which it was supposed to damage on
the farm] but it did eat bread and milk...Mice and insects were relished,
but earthworms were also acceptable, and when natural food was scarce,
raw meat was a satisfactory substitute. About that time another pet
Dalgite was being kept by L. Glauert...These two individuals were, as far
as I am aware, the last South-west Dalgites to be kept in captivity... ... the
final disappearance of the Dalgite was probably hastened by the spread of
the rabbit...Undoubtedly wholesale clearing and perhaps the arrival of
the fox played a part, but by the early 1930’s rabbits were assuming
plague proportions in many areas and massive control campaigns were
enforced. These included not only property netting and poisoning with
pollard and phosphorus (probably harmless to the Dalgite), but also
burrow fumigation and warren ripping. Anything that looked like a rabbit
burrow was treated and so the harmless Dalgite was a frequent, if
unintended, victim.”
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List of suspect observations of the Bilby in southwestern Australia, 1963-79. Information paraphrased from CALM file
015178F3807. Omitted are records of obviously misidentified animals or records based solely on supposed burrows of
Dalgytes. Listed in chronological order.

Locality and year

Observer

Evaluation

1 mile from Prevelly Park,
towards Margaret River
(town), July 1963. Resighted
in c. 1964 or 1965.

‘Mosgiel’, Tenterden, c. 1966

Near Millars Point, Pallinup
Estuary, 1967

A. Pell saw an animal with long ears, long
tail with white crest and ungainly
locomotion at 5 pm in stunted peppermint

scrub at the side of the road, part of a reserve.

H. Wornum. Trapped on private property
near a rabbit burrow and released.

HL.T. St Jack, W.J. Allwood & J.K. St Jack.
Letter mentions Dalgyte, Pinky and Boody
Rat as though these names apply to the
one species.

Farm at east Kondinin, c. 1967 L.S. Willey. One seen.

Little Grove area, Albany,
before March 1969

Little Grove area, Albany,
April and May 1969

Little Grove area, Albany,
September 1969

Near Tenterden, 1969

East Chorkerup (Plantagenet
Location 3263), 1970

¢. 3 km northeast of Collie,
Ewington area, 1971

¢. 9 km east of Busselton,
Sussex Location 7, on
Layman [?South] Rd. 1972

¢. 19 km southeast of Borden
(Kent Location 1233), 1973

Buniche siding, 1979

Const. Fitzgerald. Sighted on a number of
occasions.

J. White. c¢. 1 month after big fires. 9-10 p.m.
Animal seen crossing road and described as

having long pointed nose, long ears. Tail not

seen

C. Ostle (Inspector, Dept of Fisheries and
Fauna). One seen crossing road, 8 a.m.

A. Spratt. Sighted.

AF. Lawrence. One seen.

L. Milroy, reporting observation of one
animal by an unnamed neighbour.

A. Selfe. One sighted. He reported that he
had seen this species in recent years in the
Mordalup area east of Manjimup and had

caught dozens of them many years ago when

they were plentiful in the southwest.
R.G. Smith (reported)

R. Wilson, reported to J. Stevens. In burrow.
Like a young rabbit, with a pig’s nose and a
long tail. Poor quality photograph on file.

Possible on geographical grounds. The
animal was identified from the
illustration in Troughton’s book (Letter by
Hon. Warden E.V. Teede in CALM file
015178F3807). Mr Pell was connected with
the Prevelly Park Wildlife Sanctuary.
Could the animal have been an escaped
pet?

Possible on geographical grounds. No
description provided.

Possible on geographical grounds. No
description.

Possible on geographical grounds. No
description provided.

Improbable on geographic grounds.
Identified from the illustration in
Troughton’s book. Scats collected and
scrapes and burrows were investigated by
J.L. Bannister, Curator of Mammals,
WAM, but were determined as being
referable to the Rabbit. Could these
sightings have been of an escaped pet
Bilby?

Improbable on geographical grounds.

Improbable on geographical grounds. I
interviewed Colin Ostle in 1999, but he
could not recall this sighting. Could this
sighting have been of an escaped pet
Bilby? (Compare observations cited above
for the same locality.)

Possible on geographical grounds. No
description provided.

Improbable on geographical grounds. No
description provided.

Just possible on geographical grounds. No
description provided. Secondhand report.

Improbable on geographical grounds.
Possible on basis of experience of
observer.

Possible on geographical grounds. No
description provided.

Possible on geographic
?Misidentified rabbits.

grounds.




