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Pogona microlepidota (Glauert, 1952)

Amphibolurus barbatus microlepidotus Glauert, 1952, West. Aust. Nat. 3: 168. Drysdale River
Mission [Pago], W.A.

Diagnosis

A large Pogona with relatively small and narrow head and wide and strongly
depressed body. Further distinguishable from P. minor by its 3-5 rows of large
spines (rather than one row of small spines) along dorsoventral angle of body.

Description

Snout-vent length (mm): 93-180 (N 13, mean 148.7). Length of appendages
(% SVL): foreleg 38-45 (N 13, mean 42.5), hindleg 59-71 (N 13, mean 65.7), tail
181-212 (N 13, mean 198). Upper labials 15-19 (N 13, mean 17.0). Lamellae
under fourth toe 20-23 (N 13, mean 21.3). Femoral pores 3-5 (N 13, mean 3.8)
on each side. Pre-anal pores 2-3 (N 13, mean 2.1) on each side.

Figure 5 A Pogona microlepidota from Crystal Head, W.A,, photographed by R.E. Johnstone.
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Transverse series of occipital spines well separated from longitudinal series of
high supra-auricular spines; a single central occipital spine and 1-3 outer spines
moderately large, remainder small. At back of nape a small circular cluster of
spines close to midline; further out (in same position as in P. minor mitchelli) a
larger, higher, oblique cluster of spines narrowly separated from transverse series
of nuchal spines (posterior sector of series of high spines curving around rear of
head behind ear). ‘Beard’ a little better developed than in P. minor and extending
further on to ventral surface of throat. Small cluster of spines on scapular fold;
parallel to and behind fold a short series of spines.

Dorsal ground colour dull yellowish-brown, becoming more greyish-brown
towards middle of back. Little evidence of dorsal pattern apart from a tendency
for yellowish-brown and greyish-brown to be disposed in vague, narrow, alter-
nating transverse bands of each colour. Side of rear of head (especially streak
through temple) and side of neck blackish-grey. Tail greyish-brown, narrowly
banded with pale dull yellowish-brown. Lower surfaces brownish-white occasion-
ally spotted with grey.

Distribution
Far north of Western Australia, i.e. subhumid north-west Kimberley from
Napier Broome Bay south-west to the Prince Regent River (see Figure 1).

Material
Kimberley Division (W.A.)

Pago (951-2, syntypes); Kalumburu (27728-9, 34075, 74943); near Crystal Head (14°30'S,
125947°E) (43028, 56232); Mitchell Plateau (14°53'S, 125°49'E) (44258); Bigge 1. (57108);
Prince Regent River National Park (46847, 46962, 47246).

Pogona nullarbor (Badham, 1976)

Amphibolurus nullarbor Badham, 1976, Aust. J. Zool. 24: 440. 16 km NW Naretha, W.A.

Diagnosis

A moderately large, short-snouted, short-tailed Pogona with wide, strongly
depressed body. Further distinguishable from P. minor by 3-7 rows of large spines
(rather than a single row of small spines) along dorsoventral angle of body, pale
narrow transverse dorsal bands, and smooth mucronate (rather than keeled)
ventrals.

Description

Snout-vent length (mm): 51-141 (N 16, mean 121.7). Length of appendages
(% SVL): foreleg 34-43 (N 16, mean 38.7), hindleg 51-62 (N 16, mean 56.6),
tail 122-160 (N 15, mean 138). Upper labials 14-20 (N 16, mean 16.7). Lamellae
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under fourth toe 17-23 (N 16, mean 19.3). Femoral pores 3-5 (N 15, mean 3.9)
on each side. Pre-anal pores 2-3 (N 15, mean 2.3) on each side.

Transverse series of occipital spines curving forwards towards midline, its
alignment forming acute angle with that of short series of low supra-auricular
spines; occipital spines small and not contiguous. On side of nape a longitudinal
series of 3-6 spines (as in southern and western P. minor but weaker), separated
from series of high spines curving around rear of head behind ear. ‘Beard’ weak
but extending (as a band of narrow, elongate, strongly mucronate scales) right
across throat. Cluster of spines on scapular fold small.

Dorsal ground colour reddish-brown, orange-brown or greyish-brown. Six or
7 narrow creamy-white cross-bands on neck and back; pale bands on tail wider
and darker. Throat greyish or whitish, marked with 3 or 4 hollow chevrons, the
smaller inside the larger. Ventral surfaces as in P. minor, i.e. greyish in juveniles
with ocelli (longitudinally elongate, whitish spots laterally edged with greyish
brown), whitish in adults and marked with short longitudinal greyish-brown
streaks (sides of obsolete ocelli).

Figure 6 A Pogona nullarbor from Madura, W.A., photographed by R.E. Johnstone.
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Distribution

The Nullarbor Plain of arid south-eastern Western Australia and western South
Australia (see Figure 1).

Material

Eastern Division (W.A.)
Kanandah (37789); Naretha (19592, 48172) and 16 km NW (29667, holotype).

Eucla Division (W.A.)

112 km NNE Rawlinna (31964-5); 16 km W Seemore Downs (39055); 16 km S Loongana
(29486); Forrest (16888, 16896) and 24 km S (41632); Wilson Bluff (28127); 40 km SW
Eucla (66449); 33 km NE Madura (28901); Cocklebiddy (24655).

South Australia
75 km S Cook (31620).
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GUIDE TO AUTHORS

Subject Matter

Reviews and papers reporting results of research in all branches of natural science and human
studies will be considered for publication. However, emphasis is placed on studies pertaining to
Western Australia. Material must be original and not have been published elsewhere.

Presentation

Authors are advised to follow the layout and style in the most recent issue of the Rec. West.
Aust. Mus. including headings, tables, illustrations and references.

The title should be concise, informative and contain key words necessary for retrieval by
modern searching techniques. Names of new taxa must not be included. An abridged title (not
exceeding 50 letter spaces) should be included for use as a running head.

An abstract must be given, summarizing the scope of the work and principal findings. It
should normally not exceed 2% of the paper and should be suitable for reprinting in reference
periodicals. Contrary to Recommendation 23 of the International Code of Zoological Nomen-
clature it may include names of new taxa.

Footnotes are to be avoided, except in papers dealing with historical subjects.

The International System of units should be used.

Numbers should be spelled out from one to nine in descriptive text; figures used for 10 or
more. For associated groups, figures should be used consistently, e.g. 5 to 10, not five to 10.

Spelling should follow the Concise Oxford Dictionary.

Systematic papers must conform with the International Codes of Botanical and Zoological
Nomenclature and, as far as possible, with their recommendations.

Synonymies should be given in the short form (taxon, author, date, page) and the full
reference cited at the end of the paper.

Manuscripts

The original and two copies of manuscripts should be submitted to the Publications Officer,
Western Australian Museum, Francis Street, Perth, Western Australia 6000. They must be in
double-spaced typescript on A4 sheets. All margins should be at least 30 mm wide. Tables plus
headings and legends to illustrations should be typed on separate pages. The desired positions
for insertion of tables and illustrations in the text should be indicated in pencil. Tables should
be numbered consecutively, have headings which make them understandable without reference
to the text, and be referred to in the text.

Drawings must be suitable for direct photographic reproduction. Photographs must be sub-
mitted as high quality black and white prints. The original and two copies (the latter at desired
reproduction size) of all illustrations are required with figure numbers lightly pencilled on the
back. Lettering on them must be of appropriate size for reduction, if this will be necessary.
Scale must be indicated, preferably on the illustration. All illustrations, whether line drawings
or photographs, should be numbered in sequence and referred to as ‘Figure/s’ in the text. Each
must have a brief, fully self-explanatory caption.

In papers dealing with historical subjects references may be cited as footnotes. In all other
papers references must be cited in the text by author and date and all must be listed alpha-
betically at the end of the paper. The names of journals are abbreviated according to World List
of Scientific Periodicals. The use of ‘unpublished data’ or ‘personal communication’ is dis-
couraged.

Processing

Papers are reviewed by at least two referees and acceptance or rejection is then decided by
an editorial committee.

The senior author is sent two sets of galley proofs (one to be retained) and one set of page
proofs which must be returned promptly to the Publications Officer after correction.

The senior author will receive fifty free offprints of the paper. Additional offprints can be
purchased and should be ordered in advance through the Publications Officer.







