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Introduction

During the period 4 — 17 May 1992, a team of maritime archaeologists and conservators from the
Western Australian Maritime Museum, an historical archaeologist from the University of Western
Australia, Maritime Archaeological Association of Western Australia (MAAWA) and student
volunteers, undertook a field trip to the Houtman Abrolhos. The field-work was designed to
implement the strategies incorporated in two proposals submitted to the Department of the Arts,
Sport, the Environment and Territories (DASET) as part of the Western Australian Museum’s
1992-93 submission for funding for work relating to historic shipwrecks protected under the
Commonwealth Historic Shipwrecks Act 1976.

The two proposals were as follows:

A. COMMONWEALTH SUBMISSION PROPOSAL NO. 4. (1992)
BATAVIA SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN [DEPT. OF MARITIME ARCHAEOLOGY.]

OBJECTIVE
To conserve and protect shipwreck sites and associated material as a cultural resource of the
nation.

STRATEGY
Develop management plans for particular wreck sites, including recovered relics.

BACKGROUND

Develop a management plan for the Batavia site in conjunction with the Maritime
Archaeological Association of Western Australia (MAAWA).

B. SUBMISSION PROPOSAL NO. 14 (1992)
BATAVIA WRECK ANALYSIS [DEPT. MATERIALS CONSERVATION.]

OBIJECTIVE
To conserve and protect historic shipwreck sites and associated material as a cultural
resource of the nation.

STRATEGY
Research into historic shipwreck/maritime archaeology in Australia.

BACKGROUND
That monies be allocated to allow a period of intensive field-work to be carried out on the
Batavia wreck site. The purposes of the field-work are to:

i)  determine the effects of prior archaeological investigations on the integrity of the site;

iil) take measurements of massive iron artefacts still on site to determine their current rate
of deterioration; and

iii) investigate the possibility of future in situ conservation of artefacts on the site.

The information gained from the above investigations will be used in the management of this
archaeological resource. The proposed field-work will be carried out, with Jeremy Green as
team leader, as part of a larger archaeological study of the Baravia and associated land sites.
In this way, costs will be minimised.

This report will present the preliminary results of the field-work. More detailed accounts of
specific aspects of the work related to the Batavia wreck site are in preparation and
recommendations formulated as a result of the work will be used to develop the management plan
for this site.
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Aims of the expedition
Apart from the main objectives outlined in the two proposals, the specific aims of the expedition
were to carry out the following work:

Wallabi Group
BATAVIA — WRECK SITE
* video
* clean up site
* feasibility of moving Max Cramer’s weight underneath ‘Henrieta’s’ anchor
» anchor stability (‘Henrietas’s’ anchor)
* conservation analysis

BATAVIA - INSIDE REEF
* pottery distribution analysis
* GPS positions of sites

BATAVIA — BEACON ISLAND
» land excavation of selected sites
* geomorphological analysis to assess changes

BATAVIA — WEST WALLABI
« GPS positions of stone structures and wells associated with Batavia survivors

Easter Group
» search for the Cochituate

Pelsaert Group
» examination of Zeewijk nail barrel and timber sites
» GPS fixes of:
— Zeewijk underwater sites
— Zeewijk land sites on Middle Island
— historic wreck sites off Pelsaert Island — Ben Ledi and Windsor
— historic land sites on Pelsaert Island



Batavia Site Management — Day Book
Jeremy Green, Myra Stanbury et al.

MONDAY, 4 MAY 1992

Landcruiser, SeaSpray Truck and Conservation Ute to Geraldton. Met at Fisheries Wharf at
1300hrs. Met up with Randall Owen (Fisheries Abrolhos Islands Manager) he was flying out to
Rat Island in the helicopter. Met Rod Casey of the Fisheries PV Baudin (crew: Joe and Dennis).
Unloaded the truck, launched theSeaSpray(has a damaged starboard bow rail, also launching a bit
difficult, the trailer needs the disks skimmed). Tested out radio; unable to contact MADWAM on
private frequencies; contact on Seaphone OK. Retired to Separation Point Caravan Park.

TUESDAY, 5 MAY 1992
Loaded the Fisheries boat PVBaudin at 0745. Departed about 0830 arrived Beacon Island at about
1230. Unloaded the boat and set up the camp. Randall Owen with his jet boat was on the island
to meet us. Tested the radios, checked the GPS.

NB 1853.24 m= 1 nautical mile or 1min of latitude.

GPS Position outsite Beacon Island camp — ‘Dransfield House’

Site Lat S Long E SDm | Time Satl [Sat2 [Sat3 |[pdo
QOutside hut 28°28.53 [113°47.06 |31.7 [0959.09]16:9 |18:8 |19:5 1.8
Wind NW light medium swell.

WEDNESDAY, 6 MAY 1992

0830 Seaspray to the inside reef with Ben, Pat, Ian, Vicki, Jon to check out hookah and
conservation drill. Araldite to inside reef with Colin, Clare, Ross and Josh to collect pottery. After
dive Seaspray to inside reef join Araldite check GPS and pottery. Saw old Beardman jugs and
plate frags laid in 1986 for pottery distribution experiment (Garrat & Prince).

GPS Position of the inside reef, next to Star Picket 1:
Site LatS Long E SDm__| Time Sat1 [Sat2 [Sat3 |[pdo
Inside Reef 28°29.30 | 113°47.43 | 48.7 1113.54 23

Josh, Ross joined Seaspray team and went to main site at about 1130. Ross, Jeremy and Ian
stayed on board rest of team snorkelled on site. Sea from NW, not large swell but rough wind
blown waves—swell. Not possible to anchor. Returned to Beacon Island for lunch.

GPS Position —Cairn on Beacon Island.

Site Lat S Long E SDm | Time Satl |[Sat2 [Sat3 |[pdo
Beacon on| 28°28.53 |[113°47.01 | 25.1 1336.25| 15:9 [25:9 28:9 B
Beacon Island

ARTEFACT REGISTRATION 6 MAY 1992

REG. NO. NO. CODE | DESCRIPTION LOCATION

BAT 21654 1 21 Jug, handle frag Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21655 & 21 Jug, base sherds Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21656 4 21 Jug, body sherds Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21657 1 21 Jug, Seigberg, body sherd | Inside reef - Nr SP1
TOTAL 8

THURSDAY, 7 MAY 1992

Morning 0800 Ian, Jon, Vicki, Pat, Jeremy and Ben to the Hadda site. Fist attempted to find site
using GPS, this failed so we used the chart and located the site. Conservators did measurements
on site, collected averaged GPS position.



GPS Positions — Hadda

Site Lat S Long E SDm__ | Time Sat1 [Sat2 |Sat3 |pdo
Hadda 2 28°28.37 |113°47.44151.9 |1109.23]111:9 [23:9 [28:9 |2.6
Site Lat S Long E SDm__ | Time Sat1 [Sat2 [Sat3 |pdo
Hadda 3 28°28.39 |113°47.45132.4 [1148.05|11:9 [23:8 [28:9 [2.7

Afternoon 1330 to inside reef. Collected fake jugs in numbered bags, leaving duplicate
numbered bags on site. Total of 15 plate and jar fragments recovered together with 2 coins and 65

stoneware, 8 earthenware and 1 majolica, 2 stone and some miscellaneous.

Took another GPS position on the inside reef which gave a slightly different position to the

first.
GPS Position — Inside reef

Site Lat S LongE  [SDm | Time Sat1 |Sat2 [Sat3 [pdo
Inside Reef 28°29.31 |113°4741]117.6 |141697]11=9 [14=9 [25=9 |1.5

ARTEFACT REGISTRATION 7 MAY 1992
REG. NO. NO. CODE | DESCRIPTION LOCATION
BAT 1158 1 17 Piece of stone Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 1159 1 17 Piece of black stone ? Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21658 1 21 Jug, Westerwald, sherd Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21659 2 21 Jug, Raeren, sherd Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21660 1 21 Jug, cordon, neck sherd Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21661 1 21 Jug, sherd w/part mask Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21662 1 21 Jug, mask sherd Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21663 6 21 Jug, medallion sherd Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21664 4 21 Jug, Seigberg, sherds Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21665 5 21 Jug, base sherds Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21666 1 21 Jug, part neck w/handle Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21667 1 21 Jug, neck sherd Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21668 2 21 Jug, handle sherds Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21669 39 21 Jug, body sherds Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21670 5 22 Earthenware sherds Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21671 3 22 E’ware, brown glaze sherds | Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21672 1 23 Majolica sherd Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21673 1 21 Southeast Asian stoneware | Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21674 1 21 Southeast Asian stoneware | Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 3898 1 34 Lead Inside reef - Nr SP1
TOTAL pieces 77




Batavia — Pottery Survey
Claire Davy, Ross McGuffie et al.
Bag | Description Distance | Closeness | Bearing | Bearing
No (m) to #1 (deg) (deg)
from #1 to #1 from # 1

1 Jug IV Part neck w/handle - no mark  [33.10 12 165 345

4 Jug I Body sherd w/ part marks 17.70 6 165 345

5 Jug IV Body sherd, part V mark;|28.20 9 185 005
green; fits with 11

6 Jug IV Body sherd - no mark; green;| 28.30 10 170 350
fits with 14

7 Jug IV Body sherd - no mark; green;| 38.90 15 140 320
fits wit 14

8 Plate ? No - to be identfied 13.70 4 170 350

9 Plate 2 Sherd 2:5 (see 1989 Day| 10.60 2 170 350
Book)

10 | Plate 2 Sherd 2:7 (ditto) 8.50 1 180 000

11 Jug IV Body sherd - horizontal line;| 31.20 j ] 170 350
yellow vertical paint daub; fits with 5

12 |Plate 5 Sherd 5:4 (see 1989 Day|16.35 5 180 000
Book)

13~ |Jug V Lower part of jug - base and|38.70 14 160 340
body; mark on base and body V; green.

14 [ Jug IV Body sherd marked IV 35.60 13 170 350

15 |Plate 2 Sherd 2:1 12.05 3 175 355

16 |Jug I Lower parts x 2 fit; no mark on|27.80 8 160 340
piece with no base.

18 | Jug I ? Body sherd, brown. 19.70 7 190 010

- Jug I Body sherd, brown; fits|Not Not Not Not
w/unmarked piece 16. Put w/16 for|recorded |recorded |recorded |recorded
replacement.

28 | Jug I Body sherd; fits with 16 9.30 180 000

FRIDAY, 8 MAY 1992

Strong SE wind.

Morning, conservators to Hadda site.
Paddy Berry (Head of Natural Sciences, Western Australian Museum) arrived by helicopter.
Afternoon no boat work

1700 with Bill and Rod Dransfield to Big Pigeon to meet local fishermen and discuss our projects.

Met up with many familiar faces from 1970s expedition days. Worthwhile PR.

SATURDAY, 9 MAY 1992
Moderating SE wind

Morning Main site, Jeremy, Colin, Ian, Vicki, Jon and Ben. Low but unpredictable swell very
sloppy, marginal for diving, hookah reels not long enough to reach site. Abandoned diving on

site.

Inside reef pottery collection Colin, Vicki, Jon and Jeremy. Found iron fitting of some sort.

ARTEFACT REGISTRATION 9 MAY 1992

REG. NO. NO. [CODE | DESCRIPTION LOCATION

BAT 1160 3 12 Coal pieces Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 1161 1 14 Whetstone, piece Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 1162 1 17 Small piece stone Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21675 1 22 Apothecary jar, base frag Inside reef - Nr SP1




BAT 21676 2 22 E/ware, brown glaze sherds | Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21677 7 22 Earthenware sherds Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21678 1 22 Earthenware sherds, thick | Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21679 4 23 Majolica sherds Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21680 1 21 Jug, neck with mask Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21681 1 21 Jug, handle Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21682 1 21 Jug, handle/neck sherd Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21683 1 21 Jug, base of handle Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21684 1 21 Jug, neck sherd Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21685 1 21 Jug, mask Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21686 3 21 Jug, medallion sherds Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21687 3 21 Jug, base sherds Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21688 23 21 Jug, body sherds Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21689 1 21 Jug, Seigberg, neck sherd | Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21690 1 21 Jug, Seigberg, base sherd [ Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21691 1 21 Jug, Cordon, neck w/part| Inside reef - Nr SP1
medallion sherd
BAT 21692 1 21 Jug, Seigberg, part ‘Jan|Inside reef - Nr SP1
Allers’ medallion
BAT 21693 1 21 Jug, Cordon, blue/grey|Inside reef - Nr SP1
‘rose’ medallion cf BAT
2304
BAT 21694 1 21 Jug, Cordon, blue/grey| Inside reef - Nr SP1
‘ball’ medallion cf BAT
2571
BAT 21695 1 21 Jug, Westerwald, mid-| Inside reef - Nr SP1
body/handle base sherd
BAT 21696 1 21 Jﬁg,dRacren, neck/shoulder| Inside reef - Nr SP1
sher
BAT 21697 4 21 Stoneware, thick & blackish | Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21698 1 23 Majolica sherd Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21699 4 22 Earthenware sherds Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21700 1 21 Jug, lower part, small size | Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21701 1 21 Jug, mask sherd Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21702 I 21 Jar, rim sherd Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21703 1 21 Jug, handle Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21704 1 21 Jug, Medallion sherd Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21705 1 21 Jug, wide mouth, everted| Inside reef - Nr SP1
rim and handle sherd.
NEW TYPE for BATAVIA
BAT 21706 1 21 Jug, neck sherd Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21707 2 21 Jug, Cordon, grey/blue|Inside reef - Nr SP1
medallion sherds
BAT 21708 2 21 Jug, base sherds Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21709 1 21 Jug, medallion sherd, v.|Inside reef - Nr SP1
small
BAT 21710 1 21 Jug, Raeren, shoulder sherd | Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 21711 22 21 Jug, body sherds Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 3899 2 34 Lead sheeting Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 3900 1 32 Copper/bronze fragment Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 3901 1 34 Lead sheeting - holes x 7 Inside reef - Nr SP1
BAT 5076 2 51 Coin - 2 halves fit Inside reef - 200°/32 m to
SP1























































































