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What are the National Standards?

The National Standards Taskforce has developed the National Standards for Australian Museums and Galleries in consultation with the museum and gallery sector and with reference to current industry practices, existing resources, and museum development and accreditation programs. They are designed to be an accessible tool for museums and galleries nationwide. 

The Standards are structured in three parts: 

• Part A: Managing the Museum 
• Part B: Involving People 
• Part C: Developing a Significant Collection

Nine guiding Principles are each articulated through a series of Standards and Benchmarks, with corresponding Tips and Resources/references provided for further information.

Why have they been developed?

The standards are designed as a practical point of reference to assist collecting organisations to:

· Meet responsibilities to collections and users of collections

· Attract and maintain support for the museum and collection

· Help museums to create priorities, policies, procedures and plans to manage their activities and achieve their goals

Who are the Standards for?

· The National Standards are intended for use by all collecting organisations that fit the Museums Australia definition of a museum.  
· Such organisations may be as diverse as herbaria, zoos, botanical gardens, cultural or science centres as well as art and history museums.  For simplicity and consistency the National standards use the term museum to refer to all kinds of museums that fit the Museums Australia definition.
How can they be used?

It is envisaged that the National Standards will be used by a wide range of organisations in many different ways:

· By museums and galleries across Australia that have a diverse range of purposes, operations, capacities, circumstances and resources.  This includes federal and state-funded cultural institutions as well as individual, incorporated and volunteer-managed groups

· By umbrella organisations such as universities or local government, that manage museums and collections

· By networks of like-minded museums and galleries

· And by state-based accreditation programs

Delivery of the Standards

There is no plan to deliver the Standards through a national accreditation scheme, or to monitor their use at a national level. They have already been incorporated into several state-based museum development and accreditation programs, and it is envisaged that in the future, they will also be used by networks of like-minded museums, as well as by individual organisations.

Providing Feedback
The National Standards Taskforce will continually review this document so that it remains relevant to the needs of Australian museums and galleries. 

Collecting organisations of all kinds are invited to use the National Standards framework as a practical point of reference, and are encouraged to continue providing feedback, contributing their insights, and reporting on their experiences, as the Standards continue to be developed. 

References and further reading:

Caring for our Culture was a precursor to the National Standards.
Links:

Collections Australia Network http://www.collectionsaustralia.net/sector_info_item/107 
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