






Plate2: Holotypeof Ctenotuspulchellusphotographedin life by G. Harold.

Distribution

Stony hills of arid northwestern interior of Queensland,in spinifex
(Triodia andPlectrachne).

Description

Snout-ventlength (mm): 46-60 (N 6, mean52.2). Length of appendages
(% SVL): foreleg 26-31 (N 6, mean29.2); hindleg 48-55 (N 6, mean52.2);
tail 192-225(N 5, mean209.8).

Nasals in long median contact. Prefrontals separated(usually widely).
Supraoculars4, first three in contactwith frontal, first usually wider than
second. Supraciliaries7 (5 specimens)or 8 (one specimen),third to pen­
ultimate considerablysmallerthan others.Secondloreal 1.3-1.8(N 6, mean
1.53) times as wide as high. Presuboculars2. Upper labials 8. Ear lobules
5 or 6 (N 5, mean5.3), obtuseor subacute(acutein onespecimen),third or
fourth largest. Nuchals 3-5 (N 5, mean 3.9). Midbody scale rows 30-34
(N 5, mean 32.4). Lamellae under fourth toe 23-27 (N 5, mean 25.6),
compressed,eachwith a narrow to moderatelywide, dark callus.

Dorsally reddish brown. Back with five blackish brown stripes: vertebral
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widest, extending from back of head to base of tail; laterodorsal from brow
to base of tail; and between them a dorsal, narrowest and least extensive
and tending to fade on fore back. White dorsolateral stripe from orbit to
base of tail. Blackish brown upper lateral zone with 1-3 irregular series of
white dots, extending on to tail as a dark brown stripe. Face and lower
lateral zone orange with 3-5 irregular series of white dots that tend to be
dark-edged. Legs reddish brown streaked with blackish brown. Under surface
opalescent white, becoming pinkish buff under limbs and tail.

Remarks

This beautiful skink is so like C. militaris that it could prove to be only
subspecifically distinct. At present the known ranges of pulchellus and
militaris are separated by 1200 km.

Paratypes

Queensland: 72 road km NNE of Mt Isa (55452); 8 km N of Mt Isa
(55323); 2 km E of Fermoy (41070); 16 km E of Fermoy (41068, 41071).

CTENOTUS HEBETIOR BP. NOV.

Plate 3: Holotype of Ctenotus hebetior photographed in life by G. Harold.
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Holotype

J28374 in Queensland Museum, formerly R55673 in Western Australian
Museum, collected by Messrs G. Harold and M. Peterson on 8 November
1976 at 5 km NW of Fermoy, Queensland, in 23°09'S, 143°00'E.

Diagnosis

A small stout member of the leonhardii group with 5 dark stripes on
back. Most like C. militaris of east Kimberley but differing from that
species and C. pulchellus by its smaller nasals, larger prefrontals, fewer
midbody scale rows, and vertebral stripe narrower than laterodorsal stripe.
Further distinguishable from C. pulchellus by its paler and duller coloration
without sharp demarcation between upper and lower lateral zones (apart
from midlateral stripe).

Distribution

Arid northern interior of Queensland, on grassy flats (including Triodia).

Description

Snout-vent length (mm): 47-58 (N 6, mean 52.3). Length of appendages
(% SVL): foreleg 26-30 (N 6, mean 28.7); hindleg 45-55 (N 6, mean 50.3);
tail 172-208 (N 2).

Nasals narrowly separated (4 specimens) or in short contact (2 specimens).
Prefrontals in short contact (4 specimens) or very narrowly separated
(2 specimens). Supraoculars 4, first three in contact with frontal, first usually
wider than second. Supraciliaries 7 (2 specimens) or 8 (4 specimens),
forming a graded series (3 specimens) or with third to penultimate consider­
ably smaller than others. Second loreal 1.3-1.9 (N 6, mean 1.60) times as
wide as high. Presuboculars 2. Upper labials 8. Temporals normally 3,
uppermost largest. Ear lobules 4 or 5 (N 6, mean 4.3); obtuse or subacute;
first, second or third largest. Nuchals 2-5 (N 6, mean 3.3). Midbody scale
rows 30 (N 6). Lamellae under fourth toe 23-27 (N 6, mean 24.7).

Dorsally pale greyish brown or buffy brown. Five dark stripes from back
of head or nape to base of tailor beyond: inner (vertebral and two dorsals)
narrow and indistinct; outer (two laterodorsals) darker, wider, more con­
spicuous and extending further back on tail. White dorsolateral stripe from
above temples to base of tail. Upper lateral zone dark reddish brown
anteriorly (including temples and lores), more greyish posteriorly, bearing
two irregular series of white dots or a series of white spots. Narrow white
midlateral stripe absent or moderately well-developed posteriorly (i.e. from
hindleg half-way forward to foreleg). Lower lateral zone pale reddish brown
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anteriorly, more greyish posteriorly, with two or more irregular series of
inconspicuous pale dots. Legs buffy brown. Under surface opalescent white.

Paratypes

Queensland: 21 km W of Torrens Creek (55484, 55530); 21 km 8 of
Winton (55678); 5 km NW of Fermoy (55542, 55573).

CTENOTUS STRIATICEPS 8P. NOV.

Plate 4: Holotype of Ctenotus striaticeps photographed in life by G. Harold.

Holotype

J28373 in Queensland Museum, formerly R55420 in Western Australian
Museum, collected by Messrs G. Harold and M. Peterson on 21 November
1976 at 72 road km NNE of Mt rsa, Queensland, in 20°19'8, 139°47'E.

Diagnosis

A member of the colletti group with 8 white stripes on a blackish ground
and large opercle-like upper ear lobule. Most like C. colletti but distinguish­
able by its widely separated prefrontals, more numerous ~idbody scale
rows, wider and whiter stripes, and extension of dorsal pattern forward to
snout.
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Distribution

Stony hills of arid northwestern interior of Queensland.

Description (of holotype, the only available specimen)

Snout-vent length (mm): 44. Length of appendages (% SVL): foreleg 26;
hindleg 42; tail 193.

Nasals in long median contact. Prefrontals widely separated. Supraoculars
4, first three in contact with frontal, first wider than second. Supra­
ciliaries 7, third to penultimate smallest. Second loreal 1.65 times as wide
as high. Presuboculars 2. Temporals 3, uppermost largest. Upper labials 7.
Ear lobules 2; upper very large, obtuse, covering nearly half of aperture;
lower very small. Nuchals 3 or 4. Midbody scale rows 28. Lamellae under
fourth toe 25-27, compressed, each bearing a fine, weak, mucronate keel
(keels weakest or absent on proximal lamellae).

Dorsal and lateral surfaces blackish brown with 8 broad white stripes: on
each side of paravertebral extending back nearly to end of tail and forward
to frontonasal where it joins its opposite number; dorsolateral from brow to
distal part of tail; midlateral from lores to middle of tail; and ventrolateral
from foreleg to hindleg. Limbs white with three bl&ckish brown longitudinal
streaks. Anterior upper labials, lower half of rostral and entire lower surface
white.

Alternatively it could be described as white with 9 blackish brown stripes:
wide vertebral extending forward to centre of frontonasal; and on each side
a wide laterodorsal forward to head, curving through centre of supraoculars
down to wide upper lateral, which extends forward to nostril; lower lateral
forward to ear aperture, thence narrowly and faintly along bottom of
posterior upper labials; and narrow lateroventral from hindleg to foreleg.
Vertebral, laterodorsal and upper lateral stripes extending back nearly to end
of tail, on which they become narrower and paler. Lower lateral extending
faintly and very narrowly to middle of tail.

DISCUSSION

Ctenotus is essentially a genus of arid climates and/or sandy or stony
habitats. It is therefore not surprising that the deserts and stony ranges of
western Queensland are much richer in species than the well-watered and
well-wooded northern and eastern parts of the State or the grassy plains
that usually lie between these two extreme habitat types.

Ten species are now known from stony and sandy habitats in the arid and



semi-arid zones of Queensland: C. pantherinus of the pantherinus group,
C. inornatus and C. lateralis of the inornatus subgroup, C. essingtonii of the
essingtonii group, C. pulchellus and C. hebetior of the leonhardii group,
C. piankai of the taeniolatus group, C. striaticeps of the colletti group, and
C. strauchii and C. brooksi of the schomburgkii group. All but one of these
groups or subgroups are confined to the western three-quarters of Australia,
and the exceptional group (taeniolatus) has only a single representative in
the east.

In the north the grassy plains of the Barkly Tableland and upper Georgina
constitute a barrier to the eastward dispersal of arid stony-country and
spinifex-inhabiting species. The arid Queensland representative of the highly
successful inornatus subgroup is a very distinct species (C. lateralis), as is
the sole Queensland representative of the colletti group (C. striaticeps).
However, the two members of the leonhardii group (C. pulchellus and
C. hebetior) are closely related to each other and to C. militaris of east
Kimberley; they could have derived from the double invasion of a single
western stock.

Only one species, C. schevilli, has been found on the grassy plains of arid
northern Queensland, but C. joanae of the Barkly Tableland and upper
Georgina of the Northern Territory could well extend to similar country in
far western Queensland. C. regius has been collected on Mitchell grass plains
near Cunnamulla in semi-arid southwestern Queensland.

To date only three species of Ctenotus have been recorded from the
humid and subhumid zones of northern and eastern Queensland, namely
C. robustus and C. spaldingi of the lesueurii group and C. taeniolatus. More­
over the first two of these species seem to have mutually exclusive ranges,
C. robustus only occurring to the south and east of C. spaldingi.
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