











Military firearms in colonial Western Australia

existing volunteer arms for target practice. It is
evident however that the shortened rifles were still
used for rifle drill.

The Cadet Force was established in 1897 and it is
known that dummy rifles and Martini-Enfield
carbines were repeatedly sought for them between
1896 — 1899. As far as is known only the dummy
rifles were ever forthcoming. The Cadet Force does
not appear to have been armed until 1903 — 1904
when two lots of Francotte Martinis, the miniature
cadet rifle of .297/230 inch calibre were procured.
They appear to have arrived in two lots, 1000 in
1903 and another 500 in 1904. The first order
included a lot of 500 miniature socket bayonets.
These arms were paid for by the W.A. Education
Department. These little rifles are known to have
been put on sale to the public in 1935. They were
sold by Shimensons of Perth. The later Martini
Cadet rifles used in W.A. appear from their butt
marks to have originated in 1908 — 1909 and were
Commonwealth arms, slightly heavier in weight
and of a larger .310 inch calibre. The cadets were
possibly issued Martini-Enfields and Magazine
Lee-Enfields in the Commonwealth period but
none have been noted with Cadet marks.

REVIEW OF MARKING

From the archives and the arms themselves a
reasonable assessment of the marking of Colonial
arms has been constructed. With the exception of
the earliest Imperial arms, most markings are now
known. The lack of certainty regarding the marking
of some groups of the arms of this study is due in
large part to the scarcity of surviving colonial arms
upon which observations can be made.

The first recorded marking of W.A. arms were
the Pattern 1853 Enfields of the W.A. Enrolled
(Pensioner) Force issued ¢.1860. These Enfields
were engraved (possibly prior to shipment) “W A
over E F over number” on the buttplate and are
believed to have stand numbers from 1 - ¢.300.
They were followed by Snider-Enfield Mark II**
conversions in 1870 which were also engraved “W
A over E F over number” on their buttplates and
had their own series of stand numbers beginning
again at 1 through to 250. Short rifles for sergeants
are also recorded as being on issue to the
pensioners but none have been noted as yet. No
other arms are known marked to this force.

From the earliest days of the volunteer
movement, the careful marking of arms and
recording of their issue was undertaken. The arms
were marked according to regulations published
by the War Office in London in 1862. There is no
doubt that the first 200 Pattern 1853 Enfields
received here in August 1862 were engraved by
two unknown convicts in accordance with these
regulations. No marks have as yet been noted on
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Enfields but their marks, according to the
regulation were “V over WA over number”. These
Enfields were augmented by a number of Enfields
released from the Enrolled Pensioners in 1870. The
Pensioner Force arms, as far as is known were not
re-marked, it being thought forbidden to alter
Imperial arms on loan. No re-marked specimen has
been observed. Only one Enfield is known by its
stand number. This was Enfield number 234 issued
to the unfortunate Private Elsegood of the Perth
Volunteer Rifles. This high stand number, 234,
indicates that Enfields, additional to the 200 sent
out in 1862 were acquired. As this rifle was the
subject of discussion in 1872, two years after the
Enrolled Force released a quantity of their
estimated 300 Enfields to the volunteers, this may
well have been an E.P.F. number.

The next lot of arms, the Deane, Adams revolver-
carbines of 1864 intended for the Pinjarrah
Mounted Volunteers were marked by C. Reichberg,
a convict, in an unusual manner, partly the
incorrect “W.A.V.” requested by the Commandant
and partly the “V over W A M” stipulated in the
War Office regulations. The result was the unique
“hybrid” mark “W.A.P.M.V. No.”. The marking, (if
done), of their 20 Smith and Wesson No. 2 Army
revolvers of 1877 is unrecorded and no specimens
are known.

The Volunteers were next issued with Snider
long and short rifles, Mark III in 1877. These were
received in two shipments and are definitely
known to have been marked in the regulation
manner, being engraved “V over W A over
number” by prisoner Davis, also a convict. It is
unknown how (or if), 50 Snider rifles procured in
1879 for the Albany Rifle Volunteers were marked,
and the marks of 25 Pattern 1858 Snider Naval
rifles procured in 1879 for the Fremantle Naval
Artillery Volunteers are also unknown. “30
Revolvers” were procured for the Wellington
Mounted Volunteers in December 1878 but like the
Smith & Wessons of the Pinjarrah corps none are
known to have survived and no reference to their
type or marking was found. As mentioned in the
text there is a notation in the records referring to
“marking arms” for the Geraldton Rifle Volunteers
in 1878. The details of these markings are unknown
but it is thought the arms referred to were the new
arms included in a mixed lot of new issue Sniders
and E.P.F. Snider-Enfields sent to them in that
year. It can be seen from the discussion then that
the volunteers were issued, respectively, with a
mixture of Volunteer and E.P.E. Enfields, followed
by a mixture of Volunteer and E.P.F. Sniders.
Volunteer arms were marked with volunteer marks
while E.P.F. marks were left with E.P.F. marks.

Martini-Henry rifles were purchased in 1874 and
again between 1881 — 1887 until virtually the entire
corps was armed with them. A Martini-Henry was
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noted bearing the initials of th« Albany Defence
Rifles. The initials were branded or deeply cut onto
the left side of the butt. The initials are “A D R
. over number”. Another two Martini-Henrys have
been noted as being marked on the left side of the
butt “M R V over number” and on the opposite
side with the stand number repeated. These
markings open up the possibility that other
Martini-Henry arms also were marked to
individual corps. If this individual marking by
corps was widespread, then there must still be a
considerable number of identification markings
waiting to be recorded by arms researchers.
Another mark noted on the Martini-Henrys are the
initials “W.A.D.E.” within a circle. These are the
initials of the W.A. Defence Force and are thought
to have been applied in or after 1893, when the
Defence Force came into being. The Martini-
Henrys are known to total at least 574, and stand
numbers noted on the W.A.D.F. marked arms, 521
and 529, support this figure, but in doing so
another question is raised. It has been seen that
Martini-Henrys were issued throughout the Force
generally, with some corps marking their own
arms. From the specimens examined it is apparent
that some individual corps each numbered their
particular stand of arms from one upwards. The
Albany Defence Rifles and the Metropolitan Rifle
Volunteers totalled about 200 men at the time the
Martini-Henrys were issued, indicating 200 rifles,
therefore it is difficult to see how the W.A.D.E.
marked Martini-Henrys, noted to have stand
numbers in the 520s, could bear such numbers if
they also began at one. From these three groups of
stand numbers it would be possible to identify
stands of Martini-Henrys totalling in excess of 700,
which is contrary to the annual Returns total found
of 574. It is clear therefore that the marks and
numbers of the Martini-Henry group of arms is not
as yet entirely clarified.

The commencement of the procurement program
of .303 inch small-bore Martini arms began in 1895
with the issue of 700 Martini-Metford Mark I W.A.
Pattern rifles, at which time the simplified
ownership mark “W A over number” was adopted.
This mark was applied to the wood of the right
side of the butt of all arms with individual letter
and numeral punches. The “W A” was separated
from the numerals below them by a thin horizontal
line which was never used on any other W.A.
colonial arm. The Martini-Metford Mark Is were
marked “W A 1-700”. The Mark IIs which followed
in 1897-98 are believed to have followed the
practice of numbering all arms by “type” or
“make”, thus the 200 Mark IIs are thought to
number “W A 701-900". No specimen of the Mark
1I has been found and most, if not all, are known to
have gone to South Africa with the Third and
Fourth Boer War Contingents. (See Trotter” pp.
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303, 312). The .303 inch rifle procurement program
continued with the receipt of 900 Martini-Enfield
Marks I (and II?), W.A. Pattern rifles in 1898. A
small lot of these arms were immediately issued to
the Geraldton Rifle Volunteers and the W.A.
Artillery at Albany. The marks of the Geraldton
issue arms are thought to have been “WA over
number” (possibly with a “D” suffix), while the
Albany issue arms are known to have been marked
“W.A.A. over number”. The remainder of the
Martini-Enfields were marked “WA over number
over D” and seem to have been issued exclusively
to the W.A. Mounted Infantry Contingents to the
Boer War, between 1899 — 1901. These arms were
augmented by further purchases of 200 in 1900 and
50 in 1901. The total number of M-Es purchased
was 1150 and the stand number range noted (20 D,
40 D, 750 D, 783 D, 806 D, 1043 D and 1057 D)
indicates that about 1100 of these had the “D”
suffix. A small quantity of M-Es have been noted
without the “D” suffix, (stand numbers 23 and 34),
suggesting around 50 arms. Both of these arms are
Mark IIs dated 1900, suggesting that they may have
been the last 50 received in late 1901, and therefore
possibly not issued to the W.A.M.L It is thought
that the “D” suffix is linked to the W.A.M.L only.

It can be discerned from the illustrations that the
style of letter punch used in the marking of the
letters “W A” on the .303 inch Martini butts varied,
although in most cases it remains consistant within
the “type” lot being marked, especially the Martini-
Metfords. The location of these letters and
numerals however often varies from butt to butt
within the “type” group, suggesting idiosyncratic
differences between workmen. The method used
was the stamping of the letters and numerals with
individual punches. Within the Martini-Enfield
group the predominating style of letter and
numeral punches and their location on the butt is
typified by that shown in Figure 15. The style and
size of letter and numeral punches used within this
group does vary however and this variation is
typified by Figure 26.

At this time at least ¢.251 —284 old W.A. Defence
Force Martini-Henrys were converted in Perth to
become Martini-Enfield Mark I W.A. Pattern rifles.
These rifles were undoubtedly converted by a
gunsmith named William Needham, using parts
supplied from England. He was “Armourer to the
Forces” from 1893. These W.A.D.F. Martini-Henry
rifles were not re-marked when they were
converted, as those noted have retained their old
W.A.D.F. stamp and stand number unaltered.

During this period, 1000 Magazine Lee-Speed
rifles were received. They were marked on the butt
“WA over number”, with stand numbers from 1-
1000. They were issued exclusively to the local
forces, none going to the contingents. These rifles
were all marked with individual letter and




Military firearms in colonial Western Australia

numeral punches. At least one specimen (Figure
14), has been noted as being marked with different
style “W” and “A” punches. The practice of using
individual letter punches ended with the colonial
period. All subsequent marking, beginning around
1903-04, employed multi-letter die punches and
included the circular Commonwealth die stamp.
The W.A. Cadet Force mark “W A C F”, found
marked on the buits of Francotte Martinis is quite
regular and uniform in the spacing of the letters,
suggesting the possibility of a large die stamp,
possibly in two parts, “W A” and “C F”.

It can be seen from the foregoing discussion that
a potentially serious anomaly arises in the marking
of W.A. arms. It is apparent that as each “type”
group of arms arrived from England they were
marked with the appropriate letters and then
marked with stand numbers beginning with one
upwards. This practice was mentioned quite early
by the regulations of 1862 and by Lt. Col. Harvest
in his 1877 letter, where he recommended the
numbering of the new Metropolitan Rifle Volunteer
Sniders from “1 throughout”. At times the
volunteers were armed simultaneously with
Volunteer and E.P.F. marked Enfields and Sniders,
each lot respectively marked from one upwards.
The result was pairs of Enfields, with each pair
marked respectively, one, two, three etc, etc, and
pairs of Sniders, each marked one, two, three and
so on. It is not known with certainty how the early
quartermasters maintained their issue records in
the face of the potential problems this duplication
presented but it is thought that each type of mark
was recorded in separate registers and in the case
of the Sniders the letter “P” found on the butt was
possibly used to identify those arms issued to the
Perth company of the W.A. Volunteers from those
issued to any other volunteer company such as the
Albany Rifle Volunteers or the Fremantle Naval
Artillery Volunteers, who also had Sniders, it may
also mean “Purchase”. It must be borne in mind
also, that by the time the volunteers were fully
issued with Sniders, the Enfields were being
withdrawn from service thus reducing the chance
of duplication. In the case of those Sniders bearing
the Enrolled Pensioner Force marks “W.A.E.F” it is
thought that they were probably recorded as such
when issued to the volunteers, thus avoiding
confusion. By ensuring that no corps was issued
with two lots of arms bearing the same numbers
the potential for confusion would have been
further reduced. In fact it has been noted that over
the years particular care was taken to differentiate
between different lots of arms, even to the extent
of noting in the records of certain corps that they
were issued with “converted Enfields” (ie. Snider -
Enfields), rather than “Sniders”. The Volunteers
are known from records to have only purchased
Snider Mark III rifles (Appendix 1), an entirely
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new-made arm, while the EP.F. is known from
surviving specimens to have only had Snider-
Enfield Mark II** conversions. The careful noting
of these different types indicates that the
“converted Enfields” were the former E.P.F. arms
on loan from the Imperial government while the
Sniders were the Colonial government purchased
arms. It is also highly probable that this precise
“type” recording of arms extended to their
numbers as well. An example of this is the number
on Private Elsegood’s “lost or mislaid” Enfield of
1872. Elsegood’s corps, the disbanded Metropolitan
Volunteer Rifles had about 100 members armed
with 100 Enfield rifles received per the Bride in
1862. These rifles were marked “V over W A 1 -
100”, yet ten years later Elsegood'’s rifle is reported
to bear number “234”. The probable reason for this
is that the corps numbers had risen above 100 by
1872 and E.P.F. Enfields had been issued to make
up the difference. The E.P.F. Enfields became
available in 1870 when the E.P.F. received their
new Snider Enfields.

The Martini-Henrys are known to have been
marked to a variety of individual corps, and to the
W.ADF. itself. With so few known to have
survived it is difficult to be certain about their
marks and numbers, but it appears that , like the
Enfields and Sniders, they also had parallel sets of
stand numbers, all beginning at one. The potential
problems arising from this practise of stand
number duplication within a single “type” of arm
are self evident, and must have required constant
vigilance on the part of the ordnance storekeeper
during the re-allocation af arms between corps, as
occurred with some frequency between 1885 -
1895.

In later years, as each shipment of the different
types of .303 inch arms arrived they were marked
“W A over 1 upwards, throughout the number of
their particular lot. Thus by 1900 W.A. had
separate lots of .303 inch Martini-Metfords,
Martini-Enfields and Magazine Lee-Speeds, with
each lot marked respectively “W A over 1, 2, 3 etc.
throughout. Marking arms by “type” in lots could
again potentially lead to administrative confusion
as in the case of the earlier arms as having three
.303 inch calibre rifles marked “WA over 17, three
“WA over 2”, three “WA over 3” etc.,, makes it
difficult to control the issue or recall of arms.
Again, the careful notations in the Returns over the
years showing that the various corps were issued
with named lots of arms, either Martini-Henrys,
Martini-Metfords, Martini-Enfields or Lee-Speeds
indicates separate “type” recording in either
separate registers, or separate sections of a larger
register.

One last volunteer arm, residing in the W.A.
Museum collection (AMD 150), which must be
described, is a Pattern 1853 Enfield long rifle, third
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model. This arm deserves a mention as it is
engraved on the butt plate tang “V’ over the stamped
number “96”. It is possible that this plain “V” code
.is an arms identification code from an eastern
colony, but it may also be a simplified W.A.
volunteer code, possibly even the mark of the 200
Enfields shipped on the Bride in 1862. If this mark
is indeed on one of the Bride arms, then it does not
conform strictly to the regulations of 1862 as
referred to by Col. Harvest when he discussed the
marking of arms in his letter of October 1864. If
from W.A., the mark has not appeared with any
clarity in the archival record and therefore must
await verification, but it cannot be dismissed out of
hand.

CONCLUSION

Following Wieck and Grant, all corps and their
issue long arms with their markings have been
investigated and the results presented. As stated,
the lack of surviving arms specimens is the greatest
single obstacle preventing a more comprehensive
detailing of these subjects. It is felt however that all
major groups of arms have been examined and
described. Some small shipments of “arms” or
“pistols” were noted but as they were not
identified specifically they could have been
intended equally for the Police or Convict
Establishment rather than the Volunteers,

consequently they were not included. Side arms

for the upper ranks of the corps, with the exception
of two Webley revolvers ordered for the
Permanent Force in 1893, are invariably referred to
as “revolvers”. Officers generally purchased their
own pistols, leaving no record of type. These arms
therefore have of necessity been excluded from this
paper. It is felt however that numbers of these
small lots found in the records described simply as
“arms” could actually have been procured to “top
up” the arms stands of the various corps as
needed, when enrolments rose. The important
groups of arms and their quantities however are
given with confidence. There were ¢.500 Volunteer
and Enrolled Pensioner Force Pattern 1853 Enfields
and c.470 Volunteer Sniders and E.P.F. Snider-
Enfields. There were at least 574 Martini-Henrys,
900 Martini-Metfords, 1150 Martini-Enfields, and
at least ¢.251 ~ 284 Unofficial Conversions of W.A.
Martini-Henry rifles into Martini~-Enfields. Also
there were 1000 Magazine Lee-Speeds, W.A.’s first
modern repeating military rifle, together with the
1500 early post Federation Francotte Martini cadet
rifles.

It must be said that despite statements to the
contrary by previous writers, no evidence of the
issue of carbines to the artillery corps was found.
Instead, where their arms were mentioned, they
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were described as being conventional long arms,
Naval short rifles, or Sniders on loan, only the
Permanent Force of 1893 being documented as
having Martini-Henry carbines. The early mounted
corps were also found to have revolvers or
revolver-carbines only, with conventional long
arms being on issue for target practice. The later
mounted infantry were armed with infantry long
arms, such as Sniders, and later the various .303
inch Martini arms.

The “recycling” of arms between various corps
illustrates a certain practical frugality in
government defence expenditure, and certainly
illustrates the problems arising from these constant
exchanges for the quartermasters and armourers
who had to keep track of arms issues by means of
stand registers.

It can be seen that arms were marked from the
earliest days. The E.P.F. arms were possibly
engraved with their marks prior to shipment to
W.A. Between 1862 -~ 1878, all volunteer arms
marking seems to have been performed by convicts
while for a time after that date it appears to have
been contracted out, not always with entirely
satisfactory results, as a letter from Lt. Col. Harvest
to the Colonial Secretary in 1878 shows. In
discussing the quality of free, compared with
convict labour workmanship, he states:

1 find that Tradesmen in Prison work their best with
the view of obtaining a reduction of Imprisonment —
Last year I had an Engraver from the Prison at

-Fremantledodged in.the Perth Gaol, marched to Perth

Barracks daily to engrave Volunteer Rifles under my
supervision. He worked very well and in consequence
was let off the remainder of his sentence, nearly
expired — Some months afterwards more Rifles
required engraving and I was forced to employ the
same man out of prison — his charge was high and the
work not so satisfactorily performed”.?’

Harvest was referring to Convict Davis and the
118 long and short Snider rifles of early 1877. The
second lot requiring engraving were the 33 Sniders
of mid 1877. Between 1878 and 1893 little is known
regarding the marking of arms. From the Martini-
Henry specimens it appears that at least on two
occasions a corps marked its own arms, and
judging from the individual corps names etched on
surviving sword blades of this period, it may be
more widespread a practise than presently
thought. Also during this time many quartermaster
duties were apparently done within the volunteers,
with some duties devolving upon a Corporal Rush,
who cleaned, repaired and generally seems to have
issued and shipped arms to the new corps and
outlying stations.®® From 1893 until Federation,
William Needham, the “Armourer to the Forces”
took charge of the care of arms. It may have been
Needham who introduced the “W A D F” stamp
into the service. Due to the variations encountered
in the styles and locations of the butt marks and
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numbers of the .303 inch Martinis, it is believed
that in some cases at least, these arms were marked
by different people, possibly at different locations.
It is believed Mr. Needham may have been
engaged to number and mark some batches of .303
inch calibre Martinis between 1895 and 1901, when
the Commonwealith took over.

It is acknowledged that certain small
discrepancies appear in the quantities of arms
listed and inconsistencies exist in the archival
record. The means of eliminating these anomalies
is believed to exist. It was noted by Lt. Col. Harvest
in a Minute to the Colonial Secretary in 1878 that,
“BEvery item of Volunteers expenditure passes thro’
my hands and is noted in a book in my office”.2®
Until a researcher is fortunate enough to locate
Colonel Harvest’s (and his successor’s), book and
the arms registers, the anomalies in the story of
Colonial military arms will remain. It is hoped that
in the absence of such records, this present paper
will form a solid basis for further research.
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Op. cit., Wieck, p. 36 and Grant, J.R. From Captains to Colonels,
Burridge, Perth, 1991 pp. 12, 52, 53 - 59.

Battye Library, Acc. 390/47, Vol. 1, 20th May 1874, Confidential
Despatches.

Battye Library, Acc. 144, 25th November 1880.

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1882.
Report on the Volunteer Force 1881--82.

Battye Library, Acc. 527/321, Minute Paper, 15th January 1884.
This document indicates that the corps still lacked arms at this
date.

Battye Library, Newspaper Archives, West Australian, 13th May,
1887.

Battye Library, Acc. 36 638/170. As already mentioned it appears
that at least 40 of the men on the roll of the Pinjarrah corps were
without equipment and uniform. They may also have been
deficient in arms.

Battye Library, Acc. 36 705/121.
Battye Library, Acc. 36 705/17.

Battye Library, Acc. 36 728/297.
Battye Library, Acc. 36 728/301.

% Battye Library, Acc. 36 728/292.
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Battye Library, Acc. 36 805/14.

Battye Library, W.A. Yearbook. Military Returns 1874.

Battye Library, Acc. 36 805/14. These loan Enfields consist of a
portion of the gift Enfields which arrived in the Bride in 1862 and
others lent from the E.P.F. stores, ie. “on loan” from the Imperial
Government.

Battye Library, W.A. Yearbook. Military Returns 1875.

Battye Library, Acc. 36 822/26, 27. The Pattern 1860 actually
refers to the pattern of an earlier short rifle adopted in 1860.
These 1877 short rifles were virtually identical, except were new
made arms rather than conversions of Enfields.

Battye Library, Acc. 36 847/219, 243, 244, 246, 248. Vol. 899/206,
221,222,223, 225,226. Vol. 822/26, 27.

Battye Library, Acc. 36 847/248, 249, 250.

Battye Library, Acc. 36 856/1-4.

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament, 1877/
78. Expenditure of Annual Grant to Volunteers. Rifles supplied
by Crown Agent per Eulie charged to Metropolitan Rifle
Volunteer account.

Battye Library, Acc. 36 847/248, 249, 250.

Battye Library, Acc. 36 899/221, 222.

Battye Library, Acc. 36 899/204. The sound rifles referred to were
those not damaged in transit by sea water.

Battye Library, Acc. 36 899/231. Biographical details of a convict
thought to be this man will be found in Ericson, R., Dictionary of
Western Australians. Bond 1850 — 1868. University of W.A. Press,
Perth, 1979, p. 139.

Battye Library, W.A. Yearbook. Military Returns 1881.

Battye Library, Acc. 527 243/12. Letter, 19th November 1878.
Battye Library, Acc. 527/321. Minute, 15th January 1884. Stores
in charge of Volunteers Department.

Battye Library, W.A. Yearbook, Returns of Land Forces to 31st
December 1884.

Battye Library, Acc. 527/1531/35.

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1887.
Commandants Report 31st December 1886.

From a private collection in Bunbury. The butt and body of the
first rifle are both marked as Mark II, but are made by different
manufacturers. The body, by London Small Arms Co. is dated
1880, while the Enfield made stock is dated 1883. This rifle could
be from an 1885 order for 101 Mark II Martini-Henrys. The butt
and body of the second rifle are both manufactured by Enfield.
The butt retains its correct checkered buttplate. Because of the
poor condition of the butt, the stand number could also be “3".
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Battye Library, W.A. Statistical Register. Naval and Military
Returns 1895.

Trotter, G.B. (1993).The Martini-Enfield Rifle in Western Australia.
Rec. West. Aust. Mus.16 (3) p. 298.

Battye Library, Newspaper Archives, The Australian Advertiser,
19th August 1895.

ibid, Trotter, pp. 298, 299, 305. This paper describes the purchase

of the Martini-Metfords Mark I and II and the Magazine Lee-
Speeds.

78 Battye Library, Acc. 36 759/162.
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Battye Library, Acc. 36 759/62. A letter dated ist October 1872
(Acc. 36 708/209) states the number of smoothbores to be
“twenty, for drill”.

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1876.
Governors Despatch No. 25. Inclusion Number 2. 18th February
1876.

Battye Library, Acc. 36 788/115.
Battye Library, W.A. Yearbook. Military Returns 1875.

Battye Library, Newspaper Archives, Inquirer 12th May 1875.
These Sniders could only have been borrowed from the E.P.F.

Temple, B.A., and Skennerton, LD., A Treatise on British Military
Martini 1869 — 1900, Vol. 1, Privately Published, Queensland,
1983, p. 85.

Battye Library, Acc 36 847/249, and Votes and Proceedings of
W.A. Parliament 1876. Governors Despatch No. 25. Inclusion
Number 1 & 2.

Battye Library, Acc. 144, 13th April 1881.
Battye Library, Acc. 144, 10th May 1881.

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings W.A. Parliament 1882,
Commandants Report, 1881. The Commandant reported an
expenditure of 225 pounds for Arms and Ammunition purchased
from the War Department for the Fremantle Rifle Volunteers, the
Naval Artillery Volunteers and ammunition for the service
generally. Another record shows that three chests and one case of
rifles “for the Volunteer Forces” arrived per the-Daylight in that
year. These chests are believed to include the 28 M-H rifles for the
ER.V. and unknown other items.They were ordered on 16th
October 1880. (Acc. 527/1326)

Battye Library, Acc. 527/321 1884

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings W.A. Parliament,1887.
Commandants Report 1886 - 87.

Battye Library, Acc. 527/2893/87.

Battye Library, W.A. Statistical Register. Naval and Military
Returns 1895 - 1900.

Op. cit., Wieck, pp. 39, 40.

Battye Library, Acc. 36 805/14

Battye Library, W.A. Yearbook. Military Returns 1875 — 1878.
Battye Library, Acc. 36 900/331.

Battye Library, Acc. 527/321

Battye Library, W.A. Yearbook. Military Returns 1878 — 1886.

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1886 —
1888. Commandants Reports 1886-87,1887-88.

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1887~
88.

Battye Library, W.A. Yearbooks 1893-94 Military Returns, and
W.A. Statistical Registers 1895 — 1900. Naval and Military
Returns.

Op cit., Grant, p. 43. Grant states 1878. The Returns for 1877 show
the G.R.V. with 53 men.

Op cit., Wieck, p. 42.

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1879.
Expenditure of Annual Grant to Volunteers 1877-78.

Battye Library. W.A. Yearbook, Military Returns 1880.

Battye Library, Acc. 527/321.

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1887.
Commandants Report 1886.

Battye Library, W.A. Statistical Register, Naval and Military
Returns 1896 - 1898.

Op. cit., Trotter, pp. 285 — 314. (Halls, p. 142 states M-E Mark II).

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1884.
Commandants Report 1883. Votes and Proceedings W.A.
Parliament 1888. Commandants Report 1887.

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1878.
Expenditure of Annual Grant to Volunteers 1878.
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Battye Library, Newspaper Archives, W.A. Times, 31st December
1878.

Op cit., Wieck, p. 43.
Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1878.
Expenditure of Annual Grant to Volunteers 1877-78.

Battye Library, Acc. 527/1531/18. These were probably the
Enfield rifles used for target shooting. Volunteers received
subsidised arms and ammunition to use to practice shooting. It
was probably these arms they sought to retain.

Battye Library, Acc. 527/243/1.

Battye Library, Acc. 527/1144.

Battye Library, Newspaper Archive, Albany Mail, 1st April 1884,
describes a shooting match by the AR.V. where “The company
are provided with converted Enfield rifles, but before next year
will probably be furnished with Martini-Henri (sic) rifles”.

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1885 —
1887. Commandants Report 1884~85.

Darling, A.D., Red Coat and Brown Bess, (Historical Arms Series
12), Museum Restoration Service, Canada, 1978, p-52.

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1887.
Commandants Report 1886.

Op cit., Wieck, p. 51.

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1889~
91. Commandants Report 1889.

Battye Library, W.A. Yearbook. Military Returns 1891.

Battye Library, W.A. Statistical Register. Naval and Military
Returns 1896.

Battye Library, W.A. Statistical Register. Naval and Military
Returns 1900.

Battye Library, Newspaper Archive, Albany Advertiser, 10th
January 1901.

Op cit., Wieck, p. 45.

Battye Library, Acc. 527/321.

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of sW.A. Parliament 1884.
Commandants Report 1883-84.

Battye Library, W.A. Yearbook, Naval and Military Returns 1893
94.

Battye Library, W.A. Statistical Register, Naval and Military
Returns 1895 — 1900.

Op cit., Halls, p. 140.

Op cit., Skennerton, p. 96.

Battye Library, Acc. 527/1144.

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1882.
Commandants Report 1881.

Battye Library, Acc. 527/321. It was not possible to identify these
percussion muskets from the records. It is possible that they were
Pattern 1839 or 1842.

Battye Library, Acc. 144, 12th May 1881.

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1889.
Commandants Report 1888.

Battye Library, Newspaper Archives, West Australian, 2nd
September 1891.

Op cit., Halls, p. 140.

Op cit., Skennerton, p. 120.

Op cit., Grant, p. 31. Grant says these rifles were issued in June.
Battye Library, Newspaper Archive, Australian Advertiser, 8th
May, 1895.

Battye Library, W.A. Statistical Register. Naval and Military
Returns 1896 — 1900.

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1894.
Commandants Report to June 1894.

Battye Library, W.A. Statistical Register, Naval and Military
Returns 1900.

Battye Library, Newspaper Archive, Australian Advertiser, 28th
August 1895.

Skennerton, LD., The British Service Lee, Privately Published, Qld.,

1982. On page 56 of this publication are to be found a discussion
on, and illustration of, this Metford barrel.

Shannon, R.B., Colonial Australian Gunsmiths, Wentworth Press,
Sydney, 1967, p.18. Biographical details supplied by Mrs Margaret
Needham show that William Vernon Needham was born in
London on 21st August 1851 and died in Perth in March 1928,
aged 77 years. He retained his connection with the state
government even after Federation, being Armourer to the Police
at the time of his death. As well as being able to manufacture and
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repair firearms, it is probable that he imported arms into W.A.
through J.V. Needham, the firearms company, of London and
Birmingham, to whom he was related.

Battye Library, W,A. Almanack and Directory, (Stirling Bros.)
1887-1888. W.A. Directory, (H.Piersenne), p.15, 1894. W.A.
Directory, (Wise’s), p.183, 1895

Battye Library, W.A. Almanack and Directory, 1888,
(Advertisement).

Battye Library, Executive Council Minutes, 9th May 1893, 567/
93.

Battye Library, Acc. 527 CSO Letter received, 9th May 1893, 742/
93.

Battye Library, W.A. Statistical Register, Naval and Military
Returns 1900.

Battye Library, W.A. Statistical Register, Naval and Military
Returns 1895, and, Dominion Returns for Land Forces to 31st
December 1904, quoted in private correspondence by Skennerton
and Temple 18.7.1991, 18.3.1992.

Battye Library, W.A. Government Gazette 6th April 1893, p. 347.
Public Records Office, South Australia. The South Australian
Military and Police Forces 1887, Booklet, reprinted by Harris, A.F.,
Macgill, S.A. (n.d.)

Op. cit., Trotter, p. 289.

Battye Library, W.A. Government Gazette 6th April 1893, p. 347.
Battye Library, Acc. 527 840/93.

Battye Library, W.A. Statistical Register. Naval and Military
Returns 1895, 1900.

Murray, P.L., Records of the Contingents to the War in South Africa
1899 - 1902, Defence Department, Melbourne, 1911, p. 441.

Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1900. Commandants
Report 1899.

Op cit., Trotter, p. 298.

Battye Library, W.A. Statistical Register 1895. Naval and Military
Returns.

Battye Library, CO 18 W.A. 12, 1900. Agent Generals Report 1899.

Op cit., Trotter, pp. 311 — 313. Since this paper was published it
has been determined that the Pattern 1876 bayonet would fit the
Mark II without any alteration, the rifle foresight ramp only
requiring a simple modification.

ibid, pp. 298 — 307. The author presented documentary evidence
to support the acquisition of 200 M-Es in 1898 and 200 more in
1900.

ibid, pp. 298 - 307.

Public Records Office, London. “Issues of .303” Arms made to the
Colonies since Introduction”, supplied by B.A. Temple in
personal correspondence 11.7.1993.

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament,
Commandants Report 1900. “Two hundred and nineteen rifles
were sent to South Africa with the First and Second Contingents”
(of 222 NCOs and men). A document concerning the handing in
of Martini-Metfords in Cape Town for Magazine Lee-Enfields,
28th November 1899, exists in the Battye archives, (Document
from the South African War, 827/7, p.29). In response to a survey
of W.A. marked arms for a previous paper on the W.A. Pattern
Martini-Enfield, one W.A. marked “Martini .303” was reported as
returned to Australia from Lesotho, South Africa, by a Mr Jurgen
Schultze of N.S.W. in ¢.1970.

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1901,
Commandants Report 1900 and W.A. Statistical Register, Naval
and Military Returns 1900. The Report shows that there were 251
Martini-Henry rifles awaiting conversion at this time, while the
Returns show that the Civil Service Corps mustered 284 men,
now known to have been armed with Unofficial Conversions.
This latter figure is also circumstantially supported by the
Dominion Returns of 1904 which show that 287 M-Hs were lost
from the original total of 574, almost the exact total of men in the
Civil Service Corps.

Battye Library, Newspaper Archives, West Australian, 13th
Februray 1900.

Battye Library, W.A. Statistical Register. Naval and Military
Returns 1900.

Public Records Office, London, “Issues of .303” Arms made to the
Colonies since Introduction”. Quoted by B.A. Temple in private
correspondence 11.7.1993.

Army Museum of W.A. Archives, Army General Orders 1903 —
1909.
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Skennerton 1.D., Australian Service Bayoneis Privately Published,
QLD. 1976, p-17. Dominion Returns, 1904, 620 Pattern 1903
bayonets were listed as on order for W.A. These are the
accompanying bayonet for the SMLE Mk. L.

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1884,
1889. Commandants Report 1883, 1888.
Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1889.

Commandants Report 1888. These tubes were used by the recruits
of the Perth, Fremantle, Guildford and Geraldton Corps.

.Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1897.

Commandants Report 1896.

Battye Library, Newspaper Archives, Albany Advertiser,
November 1895.

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament.
Commandants Reports 1898 — 1900.

Treasury Department Archives, Reports of Public Accounts 1896
—1902.

Jones, D.,”Cadets and Military Drill” (Chap. 2) in Bessant R., and
Maunders, D., (eds), Mother State and Her Little Ones, Centre for
Youth and Community Studies, Melbourne, 1987. The cadet
enrolment in 1898 was 155 Senior and 276 Junior.

Battye Library, Commonwealth Parliamentary Acts,” Cadet Force
Australia 1903", adoption by Secondary School Senior Cadets of
.303 M-E (single-loader), p. 3, and 1908, adoption by Senior cadets
of ML-E, p.2.

Op cit., Purdon, p. 31 (see footnote 11).

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1882,
Report.

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1882,
Report.

Battye Library, W.A. Yearbook. Military Returns 1883 — 1884.

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1876.
Despatch No. 25.

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1889.
Commandants Report 1888.

Battye Library, Parliamentary Debates (Hansard), 1887, p. 227.
Battye Library, CO 18 210. Reel 1707, 1888.

Battye Library, W,A. Yearbook and Statistical Registers, Military
Returns 1884 - 1895.

Battye Library, W.A. Yearbook 1893 ~ 1894. Military Returns.

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1882.
Commandants Report 1881.

Battye Library, CSO 4123/1885, Minute paper 9th October 1885.”
101 Rifles, B.L., M-H, Mk II, Short Butts”. Votes and Proceedings
of W.A. Parliament 1885-86. Commandants Report 31st
December 1885. The 101 rifles may have been part of the larger
order received in 1886.

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1887.
Commandants Report 1886-87. This order may have included the
order for 101 rifles of 1885.

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1887.
Commandants Report 1887.

Battye Library, CO 18 218, Reel 2664, 1893.
Battye Library, CO 18 210, Reel 1707, 1888.

Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1899.
Commandants Report 1899.

The precise fate of the rifles accompanying the contingents is
uncertain. The archival record allows for a number of possible
explanations. The Dominion Returns of 1904 show that the 900
M-Ms were reduced by 272 to 628. The approximately 1434 M-Es,
(1150 M-Es and c¢.284 Unofficial Conversions), were reduced by
c.606 to 828. The total losses are therefore 272 plus ¢.606, or ¢.878,
virtually the exact total of 872 NCOs and men of the six
contingents. The M-Es however, could also have been removed
from the Returns list due to General Order 263, of 16th Nov. 1903,
which required the W.A. military authorities to allocate 600 M-Es
to the rifle clubs. Unless firm evidence is located, this matter must
remain inconclusive.

Army Museum Archives, General Orders 1903 - 1909. No
Martini-Metford rifles were offered for sale even though they
were available.

Comments by two former owners of these rifles, related to author
in 1990 and 1994.

Battye Library, Acc. 527/243/12, Letter 19th November 1878.
Battye Library, Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1878 —

G.B. Trotter

1887. Corporal Rush is referred to several times during this period
in various Returns and Reports.

2 Battye Library, Acc. 527/243/2, Minute, 24th August 1878.

RSP S oy




B

Military firearms in colonial Western Australia

BIBLIOGRAPHY
Battye Library:
(a) Commonwealth Parliamentary Acts, Cadet Force,
1903, 1908.
(b) Military Records, South Africa War.
(c) Newspaper Archives.
(d) Parliamentary Debates 1900.
(e) Photograph Collection.
(f) Votes and Proceedings of W.A. Parliament 1870 —
1901.
(g) W.A. Colonial Secretary’s Office Correspondence.
(h) W.A. Government Gazette 1893.
(i) W.A. Statistical Registers 1895 — 1900.
() W.A. Year Books 1872 — 189%4.
History House Museum, Armadale, Photograph
Collection.
Public Records Office, London.

Records Office, South Australia, Chief Secretary’s
Correspondence, 1887.

Treasury Department Archives, Reports of Public
Accounts 1895 - 1902.

W.A. Army Museum & Archives.

(a) General Orders 1903 — 1909.
(b) Arms & Armour Collection.
{c) Photograph Collection

W.A. Museum.

(a) Arms & Armour Collection.
(b} Photograph Collection.

Bessant, R., and Maunders, D., 1987. Mother State and
Her Little Ones, Centre for Youth and Community
Studies, Melbourne.

Blackmore, H.L., 1969. British Military Firearm 1650 —
1850, Jenkins, London.

Broomhall, F.H., 1989. The Veterans, Hesperian Press,
Perth.

Darling, A.D., 1978. Red Coats and Brown Bess, (Historical
Arms Series No 12), Museum Restoration Service,
Canada.

Dennison, W., 1977. A Short History of the 63rd of Foot in
Western Australia 1829 — 1833, Privately Published,
Perth, W.A. (n.d.).

Erickson R., 1979. Dictionary of Western Australians, Bond
1850 — 1868, U.W.A. Press, Perth.

Grant, J.R., 1991. From Captains to Colonels, Burridge,
Perth.

Halls, C., 1974. Guns in Australia, Hamlyn, Sydney.

Jinks, R.G., 1974. History of Smith & Wesson, Beinfeld,
Hollywood.

Murray, P.L., 1911. Records of the Australian Contingents
to the War in South Africa 1899 — 1902, Defence Dept.,
Melbourne.

Neal, RJ., and Jinks, R.G., 1975. Smith & Wesson 1857 —
1945, Barnes/Yoseloff, N.Y./London.

Priest, G., 1986. The Brown Bess Bayonet 1720 — 1860,
Tharston Press, Norwich (U.K.).

Rae Bros. (eds.), 1900. How Westralia’s Sons Served the
Empire, Melbourne.

Shannon, R.B., 1967. Colonial Australian Gunsmiths,
Wentworth Press, Sydney.

Skennerton, 1.D., 1977. A Treatise on the Snider, Privately
Published, Qld..

115

Skennerton, 1.D., 1976. Australian Service Longarms,
Privately Published, Qld.

Skennerton, 1.D., 1975. Australian Service Bayonets,
Privately Published, Qld.

Skennerton, I.D., 1982. The British Service Lee, Privately
Published, Qid.

Temple, B.A. and Skennerton, 1.D., 1983. A Treatise on
the British Military Martini, Vol. 1, Privately
Published, Qld.

Trotter, G.B., 1993. “The Martini-Enfield Rifle in Western
Australia”. Records-of the Western Australian Museum,
16: 283-314. W.A. Museum, Perth.

Wieck, G.F., The Volunteer Movement in Western Australia
1861 — 1903, Paterson Brokensha, Perth (n.d.) c. 1962.

Wilkinson Latham, R.J., 1972. British Military Bayonets
1700 — 1945, Hutchinson, London.

APPENDIX 1
DATE ARMS/TYPE QUANT. ISSUEDTO
c.1860 Enfield P.53 c.300 EPFE.

1870  Snider-Enfield II** 250 EP.E
1862 Enfield P.53 200 W.AV.E.
1864 Deane,Adams 18 W.APMV.
1870 Enfield, EP.Floan ¢.250 W.A.V.E.
1874 Martini-Henry I 72 ER.V.
1877  Snider III 151 M.R.V.
1877 Smith & Wesson

No 2 20 W.AP.M.V.
1878 Revolvers 30 W.MV.
1879  Snider III 50 ARV.
1879 Snider P.58 Naval 25 EN.A.V.
1880 Snider-Enfield,

ex E.P.F. 50 En.Guard
1880 Snider-Enfield,

ex E.P.F. c.200 W.AV.E.
1881 Martini-Henry (1I7) 28 ER.V.
1884 Martini-Henry III 110 M.R.V.
1885 Martini-Henry IT 101 W.AV.E.
1886 Martini-Henry Il 250 W.AV.E
1887 Martini-Henry III 60 W.AVE
1895 Martini-Metford1 700 W.ADF.
1897 Martini-Metford II 200 W.AM.L
1898 Martini-Enfield

L{1?7) 900 W.AM.L
1899 Martini-Enfield

IU.C. c.284 W.AM.L
1900 Martini-Enfield I, II 200 W.AM.L
1900 Magazine

Lee-Speed 1000 W.ALB.
1901 Martini-Enfield I 50
1903 Magazine

Lee-Enfield I* 1350
1903—4 Francotte Martini

Cadet 1500 W.A.CF.

1905-6 Sht.Mag.
Lee-Enfield I 600
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The corps who received these arms are given
where known. Where the arms were issued to
several corps or throughout the Force generally
they are given as W.A.V.E. or W.A.D.F. Some of
the Martini-Enfields which were issued to the
W.A.D.F. then passed on to the W.AM.L
Contingents, are given as W.AM.I. The early
Federation period arms were probably issued to
the W.A. Infantry Regiment and the 11th
Australian Infantry Regiment, but as none have
been noted these issues are omitted.

APPENDIX 2

These various marks and numbers are the key to
clarifying much valuable information regarding the
quantities of arms used here and their issue to
W.A. troops. They are taken from specimens noted
and estimates calculated from archival sources.

Known Marks and Numbers include:

W.A. ENROLLED FORCE 1850 - 1880
W.A. ENROLLED GUARD 1880 — 1887
WA/EF 1-¢.300 Pattern 1853 Enfield
WA /EF 1-250 Snider-Enfield Mk II**

W.A. PINJARRAH MOUNTED VOLUNTEERS
1862 — 1882

WAPMYV 1-18 Deane, Adams Revolver-Carbine
W.A. VOLUNTEER FORCE 1861 — 1893

V/WA 1-200 Pattern 1853 Enfield

V/WA 1-<150P Snider Mk III

ADR/1-.70 Martini-Henry Mk III

MRV 1-¢.125 Martini-Henry Mk II, IIT

W.A. DEFENCE FORCE 1893 - 1903
WADF (uncertain) Martini-Henry Mk III

WA/1-700 Martini-Metford MkI
WA /701-900 Martini-Metford MKII
WA/1-1100/D Martini-Enfield MKI, II
WA/1-¢.50 Martini-Enfield Mk I
WA /1-1000 Magazine Lee-Speed

G.B. Trotter
PERMANENT FORCE 1893 — 1903
PMF/97-110 Martini-Henry Carbine
(South Australian Mark)
WAA/1-.30 Martini-Enfield Rifle MK I

W.A. CADET FORCE 1896 — 1903
1-1500/WACF Francotte Martini

APPENDIX 3

During the 1901 - 1903 period of Colonial/State/
Commonwealth transition, arms continued to be
marked “W A” on the butt and for the first time,
on the breech also. Commonwealth marks may
have been added at this time or after 1903. General
Order 289 of 16th February 1903, and General
Order 15 of 20th January 1904 gives the
requirements for marking butts, e.g., “A/10/
AILR.” (A Company, 10th Regiment, Australian
Infantry Regiment). Arms from other states have
been noted with this mark, but as yet none from
W.A. have been seen. W.A. arms would be marked
“A/11/ALR.”

The circular Commonwealth mark is:
Commonwealth of Australia/Mily./Forces/ W.A.
(within circle)/number.

This mark may be found on:

Magazine Lee-Enfield Mark I

Magazine Lee-Enfield Mark I*

Short, Magazine Lee-Enfield Mark I

W.W. Greener Cadet rifle

BSA Cadet rifle

After 1911, W.A. became the Fifth Military
District. The marks are “5th M.D.”,” 5 M.D.”, or”
D broad arrow D/5". They stand for 5th Military
District and Department of Defence/5th Military
District. These marks may be found on the several
variations of the Short, Magazine Lee-Enfield,
various training rifles and their bayonets, and on
bayonet practice “fencing muskets” and on swords.
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