
 
IN THE GALLERIES… 
Ask one person to pick a specific part or a feature of a 

boat, and describe it in as much detail as possible. The 

rest of the group has to guess what feature is being 

described. 

BACK IN THE CLASSROOM… 
As a class, develop some criteria by which to 

test a boat (eg. speed, distance covered). Build 

your own model boat to test against these. 

Which boat was successful and why? 

BITS OF BOATS   
IT’S EASY TO LOOK AT A WHOLE BOAT AND NOT NOTICE ITS INDIVIDUAL FEA-

TURES. EXPLORE THE MARITIME MUSEUM AND HELP YOUR STUDENTS FOCUS 

ON THE DETAILS OF WATER CRAFT CONSTRUCTION. 

 

THE BIG QUESTION 
Explore the Maritime Museum to find the boats pictured below and compare them to each other. What 
materials have been used to make each boat? Can you work out what needed to be invented and/or 
what people needed to learn how to do before they could build each boat? 

 

 What makes modern boats faster, safer and easier to use than old rafts and canoes? 

 

GENERAL DISCUSSION POINTS 
As you explore the Maritime Museum, ask your students to examine the  
similarities and differences between different types of watercraft. 

 What was this boat used for? How can you tell? 

 What is the boat made from? 

 How was the boat made? (Carved? Tied? Welded? Nailed?) 

 What makes this boat move? 

 How would you steer this boat? 

 Can you see anything that helps to make this boat safe?  

RECIPE FOR A KID’S CANOE, c 1930 (by M Lefroy; canoeist: M Turner) 

Take a sheet of roofing iron and fold in two by stamping on the sides. 

Cut two pieces of wood and slide into each end. 

Secure the wood with roofing nails and fill the holes with melted road tar. 

Spread out the sides by putting a wooden spacer bar inside the canoe.  

Stamp down the bottom of the canoe to make it flatter and more stable. 

Take a jam tin as a baler, and take to water! 

Can you find the canoe pictured in the photo in the Maritime Museum?   

Please note that this Gallery Guide is a prototype for use as part of an initial trial of his resource. We welcome your feedback. 

  

 
Aboriginal raft 

  

 
 Outrigger canoe 

  

 
Paddle boat 

  

 
Sail boat 
  

  

 
Steam powered boat 

Aboriginal people 
often made rafts out 
of two layers of wood 
(eg. Mangrove 
trunks), which were 
joined with wooden 
pegs or tied together 
with string. A bed of 
grass or reeds was 
sometimes added for 
comfort. The square, 
flat shape means 
that a raft is quite 
unstable and slow. 
 

This type of a canoe 
has lateral support 
floats fastened to the 
main hull, giving 
greater stability than 
a plain dugout canoe. 
It is common across 
SE Asia, Micronesia 
and Polynesia. The 
stability of the canoe 
allowed spread of 
people across the 
Pacific and Indian 
Ocean. 

The shape of this 
type of boat (pointed 
in the front and 
back) helps cut 
through the waves 
and allows for quick 
movement forward 
and in reverse. The V 
shaped bottom helps 
to steer the boat so 
it doesn’t go side-
ways. 

A boat may have 
many kinds of sail, in 
different shapes and 
sizes. The type of sail 
used and the angle 
at which it is set de-
pends on the wind 
speed, wind direction 
and how fast the 
boat needs to travel. 
  
  
  
 

A steam boat has a 
boiler into which 
water is fed, and the 
steam which is re-
leased turns a pro-
peller which pushes 
the boat through the 
water. Nowdays, 
most steam engines 
have been replaced 
by fuel driven mo-
tors. 
  
  
  


