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Figure 4 Martini-Henry Artillery carbine Mark I issued in South Australia to the volunteerswho formed the first
gun crew to man the PermanentForce establishmentat Albany, WesternAustralia in 1893. CarbinePMF
110, now in WesternAustralianMuseumcollection. (PhotoD. Elford, WesternAustralianMuseum).

Figure 5 Pattern1879 Artillery swordbayonetwhich accompaniedthe Martini-Henry Artillery carbinesto Albany in
1893. Bayonetnumber101, in relic condition. (PhotoJ. Carpenter,WesternAustralianMaritime Museum).

Bayonets.It is the identification of theseMartini­
Henry carbinesand Pattern1879 bayonetsthat
form the focusof this study.

THE ARMS

The arms under discussionare the Martini­
Henry Artillery Carbine Mark I, which was
introducedin 1879 as a short, light firearm for the
use of artillery troops (see Figure 4). The Pattern
1879 Artillery sword bayonetwas introduced in
thesameyearasa long bladedswordbayonetwith
a sawtoothedbackedgefor useas a saw in cutting
saplingsand brushwhen emplacingthe guns (see
Figure 5). These artillery carbines and their
predecessor,the cavalry carbine,were widely used
in the Australian colonies, South Australia alone
purchasingin excessof 800 of both types5•

A number of Martini-Henry Artillery carbines
havebeennoted in WesternAustraliancollections
bearing South Australian ownership markings.
Interestingly, these carbinesalso bear markings
and other evidence that sets them apart from
known South Australian marked examplesfound

in South Australian collections. In the authors
estimation, thesedifferencesidentify the Western
Australian examplesas being South Australian
carbines that have been on issue in Western
Australia. Threecarbineshavebeenlocated;one in
the Western Australian Museum collection (W
175), and two in a private collection. In addition,
three Pattern 1879 bayonets bearing South
Australian and other markings related to these
PMF carbines have been located in Western
Australian collections. Two bayonetsare in the
WesternAustralianMuseumcollection (W 1099,T
418), andonein a privatecollection.

The Carbines
An examinationof the carbinesconfirms the

following common features; all are Artillery
pattern carbinesfitted with a barrel band lug to
take the Pattern1879 Artillery bayonet.On all is
found, in the centreof the right face of the action
body (see Figure 6), the usual Enfield
manufacturingdetails of a "crown over V.R", (the
Royal cipher), over "Enfield" over the date,
denoting that the carbines were made to British
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Figure 6 The marks and numbers on the right side of the body of PMF carbine 110. The Enfield manufacturing
details and the inverted "L" mark which was inflicted in W.A. and now defaces them. The original South
Australian issue marks, "broad arrow / S.A / 541" are in the top right hand corner. (Photo D. Elford,
Western Australian Museum).

Figure 7 The ownership initials and stand numbers "PMF / 110" stamped into the wooden butt of a Permanent
Force carbine once on issue at Albany. The faint remains of the Enfield manufacturer's roundel can be
discerned to the right of the numbers. (Photo D. Elford, Western Australian Museum).
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government (War Department), contract at Enfield
on certain dates (in the 1880's). Below the date, on
two of the three specimens", is found the lock
viewer's mark, and under this the letters and
numerals "LC.l"; the Roman numeral "I"
signifying Mark I, the "e' signifying Carbine, and
the Arabic numeral ''1'' signifying a 1st Class arm.

In the top right hand corner of the body, is found
stamped the ownership marks of the colony of
South Australia. These ownership marks consist of
a "broad arrow over S.A", impressed at the time of
manufacture, under which (in the case of these
specimens), are three digit stand numbers,
punched in at the time of issue in South Australia.
The stand numbers are "541, 546" and "608".

In addition to the marks mentioned above, each
body bears a deeply struck inverted "L" shaped
indentation in the centre of the right hand side
markings, with a correspondingly deep "half
moon", or "C" shaped indentation on the opposite
(left), face of the body. These marks were inflicted
at the time of disposal from service by holding the
body, right hand face down, on the corner of an
anvil or some other hard square cornered object
and striking the left (uppermost) face of the body
with a heavy round faced hammer. The hammer
blow "squeezed" the body and left the inverted
"L" and the "e' shaped indentations on opposite
faces of the body. This defacement served the dual
purpose of "cancelling" the sovereign's ownership
cipher, while simultaneously rendering the firearm
inoperative. This procedure apparently resulted
from a short-lived Western Australian government
policy of deliberately rendering a military firearm
unserviceable prior to sale or disposal to the public,
probably in response to an Imperial military
circular to all colonies, dated 27 August 1897,
requesting that certain arms no longer required by
the colonies be destroyed rather than sold?

The carbines are also marked on the right side of
the wooden butt with the usual Enfield
manufacturer's roundel over the Arabic numeral
"1", signifying a 1st Class arm. In addition, just
above, or to the left of this roundel, is found the
stamped letters "PMF" over a stand number of two
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or three digits (see Figure 7). Two of the three
carbine stand numbers are "107" and "110", the
third specimen being in relic condition, this
number is no longer discernible. The letters "PMF'
signify the Permanent Military Force and the stand
numbers relate to the issue of these particular
carbines to the Permanent Force. It will be seen
therefore that these carbines have two sets of stand
numbers, one recording their initial issue to the
South Australian volunteer artillery, and one
recording their subsequent issue to the Permanent
Force.

The Bayonets
TI1C three bayonets noted are all standard Pattern

1879 Artillery sword bayonets designed to
accompany the Martini-Henry Artillery carbine
(see Figure 5). Two of these three specimens have a
small "broad arrow over S.A" mark stamped into
the back of the blade tang between the leather
grips, signifying ownership by the colony of South
Australia8

. All have a two or three digit stand
number stamped into the front of the knucklebow,
below the base of the blade (see Figure 8). Numbers
noted are 97, 101 and 1109

. These stand numbers
correspond to the stand numbers stamped into the
carbine's wooden butt below the letters "PMF",
and signify that these bayonets are those which
originally accompanied the carbines.

DISCUSSION

In a study of the issue and marking of military
firearms in colonial Western Australia 10 no
evidence could be found to indicate that any form
of carbine was ever purchased and issued to
colonial volunteer artillery corps. Instead it was
definitely found that only conventional long arms
were on issue, and then generally only on loan
from the rifle corps when needed for musketry
practise. The one exception to this finding was the
issue of Martini-Henry Artillery carbines to the
Permanent Force artillery at Albany, but no
evidence of the actual purchase of these arms by
the government of Western Australia has been
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Figure 8 The knucklebow of a Pattern 1879 Artillery sword bayonet marked with the Permanent Force stand number
"101". This South Australian marked bayonet accompanied the Martini-Henry Artillery carbines to Albany
in 1893. (Photo J. Carpenter, Western Australian Maritime Museum).

found. Based on the knowledge that no Martini­
Henry carbines were ordered by Western Australia
but that the first Permanent Force gun crew was
from South Australia, and that these South
Australians are depicted in a contemporary
photograph (Figure 3), armed with these carbines
and bayonets, it was tentatively suggested that
these S.A. / PMF marked carbines were of South
Australian origin, brought by the first Permanent
Force gun crew and left here when they departed.

Evidence which supports this interpretation
includes the following considerations:

The two sites selected by the Joint Defence
scheme for manning by the Permanent Force, were
Thursday Island and Albany, establishing that
Albany was a PMF site.

The first Permanent Force gun crew for Albany
was recruited and trained in the colony of South
Australia as South Australia was a member of the
Joint Defence scheme whose contribution included
providing a fully trained gun crew.

Records show that the Permanent Force consisted
of 26 men and two senior non-commissioned
officersll . Records also show that when the crew
were supplied with their kit and equipments in
1893, only the two non-commissioned officers had
arms provided (swords and revolvers), suggesting
that the 26 men were already supplied with arms.

A contemporary photograph of this crew shows
them armed with Martini-Henry Artillery carbines
and Pattern 1879 Artillery bayonets, confirming
that such arms were definitely on issue at Albany.

The Dominion Returns of 1904 lists 26 Martini­
Henry .450 carbines and "some Pattern 1879
bayonets" in store12

• The quantity of 26 carbines
corresponds exactly with the 26 enlisted men of the
Permanent Force at Albany. As the Returns also
include Pattern 1879 bayonets, which only fit the
Martini-Henry Artillery carbine, it is safe to
conclude that the Martini-Henry carbines listed in
the Returns are in fact Artillery carbines. As these
26 carbines are the only carbines of any type

11 Battye Library, WA Statistical Register, Naval and Military Returns 1895.
12 Dominion Returns for Land Forces to 31st December, 1904 quoted in private correspondence by ID. Skennerton (18th March .1992).
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Table 1 Details of SA / PMF marked artillery carbines and bayonets_
---- -------
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------------------------

Artillery Date of SA Stand PMF Stand Body Patt. 1879
Carbine Manuf. Number Number Bayonet

W 175 1880 541 110 Damaged W 1099
Private 1880 546 107 Damaged T 418
Private 1881 608 7 Damaged Private

Ownership
Mark

SA
SA

PMF Stand
Number

110
97
101

recorded for Western Australia they must be those
on issue to the 26 Permanent Force artillerymen,
and now (1904) recalled to store.

It can be seen from the foregoing archival records
that there is no doubt 26 Martini-Henry Artillery
carbines and Pattern 1879 Artillery bayonets were
on issue to the 26 Permanent Force artillerymen at
Albany and that they were still in military hands in
1904.

The question naturally arises as to how it can be
demonstrated that the three carbines and bayonets
located and described above are in fact the
survivors of those 26 carbines and bayonets found
in the archival record?

There are a number of important factors which
point to these specimens being the survivors of the
26 Albany carbines.

Firstly, these specimens are all artillery carbines
and the presence of the South Australian
ownership mark and stand numbers together with
the second, PMF, stand numbers confirms that
these carbines and bayonets were standard issue
South Australian owned arms until they were
reissued to the Permanent Force. It is known that
the Permanent Force gun crew for Albany was
recruited and trained in South Australia, therefore
it is probable that such a force would, if trained
and armed in South Australia, be issued artillery
pattern arms which bear both South Australian and
PMF markings. Secondly, the letters "PMF" stand
for Permanent Military Force, an exclusively South
Australian title, the Western Australian equivalent
being "WAPF" or "PF". However the letters
"PMF" and the stand numbers have never been
noted on South Australian located carbines, they
have only been noted on carbines which have been
located in Western Australia. Similarly the PMF
stand numbers which also appear on the bayonets
have only been noted on South Australian marked
bayonets located in \Nestern Australia, not on
identical South Australlan marked bayonets
located in South Australian collections. These
letters and numbers therefore, although of definite
South Australlan origin, appear exclusively in
Western Australia, indicating that this particular
PMF marked group of carbines and bayonets were
only ever on issue in this colony. It should be noted
also that as no WAPF or PF marked arms have
been found, it is apparent that these S.A / PMF

marked carbines satisfied the small arms needs of
the Permanent Force in Western Australia during
the period 1893-1901. Thirdly and of utmost
importance, these carbines all bear the inverted ',[-"
and the "C" marks denoting deactivation prior to
sale. This procedure is known to have occurred in
Western Australia prior to the disposal of our
Martini-Metford rifles, and was evidently applied
to these carbines also. So far as is known, only
W.A. colonial arms have been consistently found
to bear these marks and certainly no South
Australian arms other than these PMF specimens
have been found deactivated in such a manner.
These damage marks therefore are visible
testimony to the link between these South
Australian PMF marked arms and Western
Australian issue.

CONCLUSION

The absence of a record of purchase of Martini­
Henry Artillery carbines and Pattern 1879 Artillery
bayonets by Western Australia to arm the
Permanent Force at Albany, allied to the
knowledge that these particular arms were
definitely on issue there, led to a desire to locate,
examine and explain the specimens described
above. It is felt that an analysis of the various
marks described, the analysis of the physical
condition of these arms and of the archival record,
establishes that these carbines and bayonets were
at one time on issue to the South Australlan
Artillery corps and subsequently to the Permanent
l;orce in Western Australia, after which they were
disposed of here as deactivated surplus. It is felt
that these three carbines and bayonets are the few
survivors of the original 26 carbines and bayonets
of the Permanent Force. These arms form a
valuable historical link between the South
Australian volunteers, Western Australia and the
implementation of Australia's first Federal defence
scheme. It is to be hoped that in due course the
pair of swords and Webley revolvers purchased
for the non-commissioned officers will be located
to complete this study.

-------------- ----------------
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