


REVISION OF ASPIDITES AND PYTHON

Head brownish, unpattemed except for 2 vague whitish streaks on the
temporals. Ground colour of dorsum brownish-white with dark brown varie-
gation and blotches. Ground colour becoming paler and blotches darker
posteriorly, thus increasing contrast in pattern. Ventrals mostly off-white,
every second to fifth smudged brown.

Distribution

Admiralty Gulf on north-west coast of Kimberley, Western Australia
(Fig. 4).

Python spilotus imbricatus subsp. nov.
Fig. 7

Holotype
R54340 in Western Australian Museum; collected at Jurien Bay, Western Australia in
30°18’S, 115°02'E by Mrs N. Lang on 22 February 1976.

Paratypes
See Material Examined.

Diagnosis

Distinguished from P. spilotus variegatus by having strongly imbricate,
lanceolate (not rhomboidal) posterior dorsals, fewer ventrals (239-276 v.
259-294) and fewer subcaudals (63-82 v. 75-89).

Description

Tail 14.2-19.4% of SVL (N 4, mean 16.9%). Head 1.2-1.8 times as long as
wide (N 29, mean 1.6).

Rostral with an angular apex and a pair of oblique sensory pits; as wide as
or slightly wider than high. Prefrontals (1 or 2 pairs) and supraoculars
discernible, other head shields fragmented into small irregular scales. Upper
labials 11 (5% of specimens), 12 (32% of specimens), 13 (40% of specimens),
14 (21% of specimens) or 15 (2% of specimens) (N 72, mean 12.8). An
oblique crease on first to fourth (usually first 3), sixth and seventh entering
orbit (41.0% of specimens), sixth to eighth (31% of specimens), seventh to
eighth (15% of specimens) and seventh to ninth (13% of specimens). Lower
labials 16 (7% of specimens), 17 (37% of specimens), 18 (22% of specimens),
19 (28% of specimens) or 20 (6% of specimens) (N 68, mean 17.8). Six to
eight (mostly 7) pits on labials 8-16 commencing on labials 8 or 9 in 73.8%
of specimens.

Ventrals 239-276 (N 39, mean 260.6). Anal scale entire. Subcaudals
63-82 (N 39, mean 75.3), mostly divided. Ventrals plus subcaudals 312-351
(N 37, mean 336.3). Dorsals smooth, strongly imbricate and lanceolate
posteriorly, in 41-49 rows (N 36, mean 44.8) at midbody; at neck 35-40
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Fig. 7: A Python spilotus imbricatus from Serpentine.

(N 30, mean 36.8, decreasing by 5-18) and at tail 22-30 (N 34, mean 26.3,
decreasing by 14-23).

Colour pattern extremely variable. Ground colour of back brownish with
numerous irregular pale fawn blotches or transverse bars edged with 1 or 2
rows of black scales. Scales within ocelli paler than ground colour and
immaculate. Scales outside ocelli with varying amounts of black on tips of
scales. Ocelli on flanks longitudinally elongate and often coalescing to form
irregular black-edged ventrolateral stripes.

When the black on tips of scales on back encroaches to cover all scales
outside ocelli (often the case anteriorly) pattern is two-toned (ground colour
black with pale fawn blotches). Belly usually with 3 strong black longi-
tudinal stripes, especially on posterior two-thirds; otherwise belly yellowish.

Live specimens give the overall impression of being greenish-black.

Distribution

The south-west of Western Australia, north to Geraldton and Yalgoo, and
east to Kalgoorlie, Norseman and Mt Le Grand; also West Wallabi, Garden,
North Twin Peak and Mondrain Islands (Fig. 4).
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Remarks

Ms A. Edwards of the South Australian Museum (in litt., 4 September
1979) informs me that the South Australian Museum has specimen ‘P.
spilotus variegatus’ from as far west as Denial Bay, Eyre Peninsula. If an
early dubious record of P. spilotus is ignored (it was part of a small collec-
tion which contained two other species not known from Eucla) the western
population is separated from the South Australian population by about
1000 km.

As with A. ramsayi a number of P. spilotus imbricatus were discarded by
the Museum. Their numbers are listed below in square brackets.

An analysis of P. spilotus imbricatus accessions suggests a decline in the
numbers of this subspecies (at least on the mainland) similar to Aspidites
ramsayi in south-western Western Australia.

Material Examined

Paratypes

South-West Division: West Wallabi I. (18558, 18583-85); Geraldton [6297]; Dongara
120291]; 10 km E of Badgingarra (27968); Moora [8090] ; Walebing [768]; Mogumber
12032]; Ledge Point (31040, 49889); Calcarra [8030] ; Bindoon Hill (14939); Merredin
51537]: Yanchep (19912); North Baandee [586]; Cunderdin (5765), [375, 7605,
11309]; Clackline [6369, 7639]; Bakers Hill [8401] ; Gidgiegannup (22993); Woorooloo
104401; Chidiows [671]; 13 km E of York (21844); 20 km W of York (3815); Yoting
700]; Balkuling [5127, 5131]; Hemsley [10071]; Middle Swan [5199]); Midland
10914]; Maida Vale [6169] ; North Beach [585]; Perth [448, 695, 1105] ; Perth District
619], (29822); Wembley [5938]; Cottesloe [10099] ; Mt Hawthorn (615); Darlington
6712]; Kelmscott [1505]; Armadale [7227]; Roleystone [6253]; Lesmurdie (5316);
Mundaring [6129]; Kalamunda [8918]; Gooseberry Hill (5738); Quairading [605],
(5978); Dulbelling [517, 5092]; Narembeen (5647); Beverley [4570]; Garden 1. (29394,
44716, 58926-27); Mundijong [11812]; 5 km E of Bendering (42615); Hyden District
(34027); Karlgarin (10185), [10884]; Kondinin (46172); 32 km W of Pingelly (34953);
Fairbridge N of Pinjarra (5931); Marrinup [10632]; 13 km E of Crossman (70724);
Cuballing [6310]; Contine (70723); Hamel [6331]; Buniche [4544]; Williams [1323];
Kukerin [10138]; Boyup Brook (31979); Bridgetown [8495] ; Cowaramup Bay (41920);
Monigup Pass (824); 13 km SW of Witchcliffe (24850); Cranbrook (788); Two Peoples
Bay (36348).

Eastern Division: Yellowdine (6550); Kalgoorlie district (29162); 20 km E of Kalgoor-

lie (25102); 10 km E of Karalee [10992]; Spargoville [5859].

North-West Division: Yalgoo [4312].

Eucla Division: 104 km E of Norseman (R45775); Mt Le Grand (47671); North Twin
Peak 1. (54341); Mondrain 1. (68278-79).

Python spilotus variegatus (Gray, 1842)

Movrelia variegata Gray, 1842. Zool mise. 43. Type locality: Port Essington [Northern
Territory].

Diagnosis
Distinguished from P. spilotus imbricatus by having less imbricate posterior

dorsals which are rhomboidal (not lanceolate) and more ventrals and sub-
caudals 259-294 (N 14, mean 280) v. 239-276 and 75-89 (N 14, mean 84.1)
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v. 63-82 respectively. Sum of ventrals plus subcaudals 336-385 (N 14, mean
364) v. 312-351. See Remarks.

Description

Largest specimen 1431 mm in total length. Tail 17.1% of SVL. Head
1.5-1.7 times as long as wide (N 4, mean 1.6).

Rostral with an angular apex and a pair of oblique sensory pits; as wide as
or slightly wider than high. Internasals, prefrontals (1 or 2 pairs) and supra-
oculars discernible, other head shields fragmented into small irregular scales.
Upper labials 12 (37% of specimens) or 13 (N 8, mean 12.6), an oblique
crease on first to third, sixth to eighth (50% of specimens), fifth to seventh
(25% of specimens) and sixth to seventh entering orbit.

Ventrals 280-290 (N 4, mean 285.2). Anal scale entire. Subcaudals 81-89
(N 4, mean 83.2), mostly divided. Ventrals plus subcaudals 362-379 (N 4,
368.5). Dorsals smooth, weakly imbricate becoming almost juxtaposed,
rhomboidal posteriorly, in 45-47 rows (N 4, mean 45.7) at midbody; at neck
34-40 (N 4, mean 37.2, decreasing by 6-10) and at tail 26-28 (N 4, mean
26.7, decreasing by 18-20).

Colour pattern not as complex and variable as P. spilotus imbricatus. All
but one of the specimens has the ground colour of back tan on reddish-
brown with fairly regular pale fawn or whitish black-edged bands 3-4 scales
wide (as in photograph in Gow 1977b: 12) with little or no tendency to form
longitudinal blotches on lower flanks. Ventrals whitish without black marks.

Pale bands on 32364 have broken to form 3 lines of ocelli: a vertebral and
1 on either flank; the vertebral ocelli tending to coalesce.

Distribution
In Western Australia only in the northern Kimberley.

Remarks

The ranges given in the diagnosis for ventrals, subcaudals and their sums
include data from Boulenger (1896: 83) and Mitchell (1964: 310). New
Guinea specimens are excluded because of their lower counts (see McDowell
1975: 65). The description is based on the four Western Australian speci-
mens.

All Western Australian specimens show a high degree of compression.
Only one of several P. spilotus imbricatus of similar size showed the same
tendency. It is possible that compression is characteristic of juveniles (as in
Aspidites). On the other hand it is possible that P. spilotus variegatus is
smaller and more compressed than P. spilotus imbricatus.

Material Examined

Kimberley Division: Mitchell Plateau (61730);Prince Regent River Reserve in 15°28'S,
125°29E and 15°17°S, 125°04'E (46694, 47038); Wyndham (32364); Pago [1569].
Queensland: Moggill (47673).
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