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Introduction

In the introduction to his book 'Island Nation,' Frank Broeze declares

*...the role of the sea as an integral and vital part of our national
experience has remained largely unexplored.”!

This report and its associated database will help to redress that imbalance. It
contains all known European and Asian shipwrecks around Western Australia’s
coast and islands where survivors have had indigenous social contact. The idea to
compile this database was that of Dr. Michael McCarthy, Curator of Maritime
Archaeclogy at the Western Australian Maritime Museum. | joined with him in
March 1998 for the purpose of researching material from Western Australia and
designing a data base to contain this information,

This research has been presented in four ways:
1. As follows in this report.

2. All details entered on to an electronic data base using Filemaker Pro 3
software for Macintosh. (See Appendices One and Two)

3. Hard copy printouts from the data base, and photocopies of relevant material
have been put into three files to go into the library at the Western Australian
Maritime Museum. (Tabled at presentation Curtin University 27 October 1998)

4. A paper was presented at the annual Australian Institute for Maritime
Archacology conference held in Darwin in October 1998 and is in preparation for
publication. {see footnote 2)

This is intended to be ‘stage one’ of an ongoing project to eventually cover Lhe
whole of Australia. The research lays down a comerstone for future study by
anthropologists, regional indigenous groups, historians and others who may wish
to access the initial work and build upon it. It is an insight into a little known part
of Australian history and should also contribute to the process of reconciliation
with our indigenous peoples. The research is especially interesting as it deals with
a different set of circumstances from those usual in contact situations, Instead of a
‘superior’ coloniser meeting with a “savage’ inhabitant, the shipwreck survivors
are often destitute and lost, bereft of their trappings of power.2
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When research began, it was intended to look at incidents of ‘first contact’, that is,
where either Aboriginals, Europeans or Asians were meeting for the first time.
However, the research parameters inevitably expanded as it became apparent that
there were many ‘contact incidents’ of varying types. It was felt these could be
usefully included in the database to enhance its usefulness as a compact source for
further study. As time went by, it was clear that the research could be divided into
sections, with some incidents dealt with as groups. The report has therefore been
divided into the categories of

= Contact Art: This deals with depictions referring to shipwrecks.

» Possible Contact: Many shipwreck survivors were forced to walk long
distances to reach safety. Some of these distances were such that it seems
highly likely that they met with indigenous people. There are also cases where
there have been survivors whose fate is unknown. There are various theories
about what may have happened to these survivors and these are discussed in
this section.

*  Verified Contact This covers all known shipwreck survivor contact

incidents.



Section One:
Wreck incidents connected with Contact Art

There are a number of paintings and petroglyphs (rock engravings) associated
with ships that may point to contact with Aborginal groups. They do not
necessarily point to contact from shipwreck survivors, but do show that
Aboriginal groups were aware of early visitors to these shores. Dating of this art
is not accurate and therefore cannot be used to determine if and when first
contacts may have occurred. There are certain characteristics within the artwork
which can be used to argue time frames for particular paintings, for instance
whether the depictions are of sailing ships or steam ships or types of Macassan

perahu.

The earliest painting to date appears in a gallery of ‘Bradshaw paintings' on
Mitchell Plateau in the Kimberleys. This is of a boat that is possibly of Asian
origin and one of the few depictions of such craft in the Aboriginal art of north-
western Australia. There is speculation that these paintings may be 16,000 years
old. According to Grahame Walsh, there are other such ‘Bradshaw’ boats in other

galleries.?

The only other place that rock paintings of Macassan perahus have been found is
on Groote Eylandt. Otherwise all such depictions have been dome as bark
paintings in many areas of Arnhem land.

In the north-west of Western Australia are several sites with European style ships.
In a cave on Bigge Island, along with some Wandjina style paintings, are at least
five such paintings. One shows a boat being rowed, complete with rowlocks, by
three persons smoking pipes.® It appears likely that these are depictions of
Europeans. It may be that they are shipwreck survivors reaching the shore, or
possibly crew from whaling ships looking to renew water supplies.

Another group of ship depictions can be found at Indenoona, a contact site 32
kms southeast of Roebourne and 25 kms from the coast.® These are petroglyphs,
the principal method of rock art in the east Pilbara area. Among a number of other
engravings are a sailing ship and four steam ships.”



Bigge Island rock painting
Source: WA Muritime Museum, Maritime Archaeology Dept
Wreck Inspection Report 1978

This intriguing assemblage of contact evidence deserves further investigation.
There are a number of sites throughout Australia where ships are found depicted
in Aboriginal rock art and a synthesis of these sites and what they contain would
be a valuable adjunct to all contact studies.

In the Western Australian Contact Shipwreck database there are two wrecks

associated with contact art,

Xantho

The Xantho was the first coastal steamer to ply the Western Australian coast. The
ship has an interesting history and as one of the first iron ships to be excavated
has provided new directions in mantime archaeology and maritime archaeological

conservation.



Waiga rock painting Ling drawing of 8§ Xantho

Source: WA Maritime Musewm, Maritime Archavology

Dept File MA 460 76 15 Wreck Zuytdorp Depl. File M#A 460 76 15 Wreck Xantho

The Xantho left Port Gregory 16 November 1872, heavily loaded with a cargo
that included 100 tonnes of lead ore.® It sprang a leak soon after leaving port and
sank at the mouth of the harbour.?

This wreck incident has given rise to speculation about a possible contact painting
at Walga Rock, near Cue. This painting has not been dated positively but seems to
have been in existence from al least the tum of the century, according to
newspaper reports. !V It was initially thought to be a representation of the Zuyidorp
(1702-1711), which may point to it having been drawn by a Zuytdorp survivor, by
an Aboriginal who had either seen the Zuvidorp, or spoken to survivors, or to
other Aborigines who may have had contact with survivors or may have seen the
ship. One story of 1968!! says the painting was done by an Aboriginal girl with
fair hair. This is just one of several reports that surfaced in the late 1800's that
mention Aboriginal tribes with distinctive European colouring and features, 12
This conjecture continued during the late 1960s and early 1970s when
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investigation was carried out by the WA Museum to attempt to determine the age
and origin of the painting. '3

However, Dr. lan Crawford 14 has suggested that the painting could be of the §§
Xantho. Looking at a drawing of the Xantho and comparing it with the rock
painting, similarities become apparent, including the funnel and false gun-ports
which were a feature on late 19th century vessels. (Illustration p 4) Some writing
can be seen below the ship, which has been described as both Arabi¢,!S and
imitation writing. 6

There are other stories about the origin of this painting. [t is said to be painted by
Sammy Hassan around 1917, Sammy was a Malay pearl diver who lived with
Aboriginals and had an Aboriginal wife. He was illiterate and "drew writing as he
remembered it'!7 which may be linked to the description of the writing as being
‘imitation’.'® He is said to have accidentally shot himself in the leg in 1920, just a
few miles from Walga. He was found a few days later and taken to hospital, but
he died from his injury.

A similar story exists about Sammy in which he has a leg taken by a shark. At
the time he was camping on Dirk Hartog Island, at an outcamp known as
Sammy's Well. '®According to the story he dragged himself ashore but died in the

camp.

Another suggestion is that the painting was done as a hoax, and is the copy of an
illustration of the Batavia printed in the Western Mail in 1897.20

The painting itself does overlay older paintings and the evidence is in favour of
Sammy being the artist. Charles Broadhurst, owner of the Xanrho, brought over
200 Malays as divers in the 1870’s, so Sammy may well have been employed by
Broadhurst. He would therefore be familiar with steamships and could have been
a crew member of the Xantho at some time.

It is not possible to say at this time who painted this ship, or how long it has
existed bul it is interesting that such a painting should exist 300km [rom the coast.



City of York

The second wreck associated with contact art is the Cify of York. This ship was
wrecked on the west side of Rotinest Island on 12 July 1899. The Captain was
unfamiliar with the area and misinterpreted a signal from the lighthouse keeper
and ran onto the reef.2! Captain Jones and his crew took to the two lifeboats but
one overturned. A number of survivors from this boat made their way back to the
wreck, but altogether eleven people died, including Captain Jones. 22

An interesting aspect of this wreck is that several paintings of the ship arose from
this incident. Two were painted by a European artist, George N. Bourne, and two
by an Aboriginal convict who was an inmate of the Rottnest gaol. According to
Fletcher the paintings by Boumne are ‘typical of the professional ship
portraitist’. 2 One shows the Ciry of York broadside on in a stormy sea, the other
shows it stranded and broken on the reef.

The Aboriginal artist was Johnny Cudgely (he was also known as Jimmy Cudgel)
who was given painting lessons by the Governor of Rottnest, Govemor Bedford,
who also enjoyed painting. Bedford was Governor from 1903-1909. It is not
known whether Johnny painted his City of York depictions before or after his
lessons with the Governor. He was an inmate at the time of the wreck, so one of
his paintings is particularly interesting as a possible eyewitness account? as it
shows the wreck as seen from the shore and shows the presence of a rigged line
from ship to shore along which the survivors are being rescued.

...4..1% '
}.-\'. . -
e

City of York Painting by J. Cudgely
Source: Wextern Australian Museum Colln 8602471



Section Two:
Possible contact incidents

The events in this section fall into the category of possible contact. That is, no
contact has been verified, but the circumstances suggest that it is likely that
contact could have been made, or legends exist that imply a contact incident.

In some cases, survivors reached shore, and then travelled long distances to reach
safety. It is a reasonable assumption that in traversing long distances some of
these survivors may have had contact with Aboriginal groups. In other cases
survivors are known to have reached shore, but subsequent rescue parties have
failed to find any trace of them, Among these are several enigmatic incidents, in
particular the two mutineers from the Batavia who were marooned, the large
number of known survivors from the Vergulde Draeck and the possible survivors
from the Zuyrdorp.

Then there are a number of legends concermning Abonginals with European
features and light or reddish hair.2® Sugpestions have been made that some
Aboriginal languages contain Dutch sounding words? or Portuguese sounding
words.2” Von Brandenstein strongly asserts that some Aboriginal place names in
Northern Australia are of Portuguese origin.?® Melntyre has put forward the
hypothesis that the Portuguese began charting the Australian coast in the early
16th century.?® Gerritsen has suggested the presence of many Dutch sounding
words in Aboriginal languages.30 Many of these theories are concentrated in areas
where the survivors of such wrecks as the Bartavia mutineers, the Zuytdorp and
the Vergulde Draeck are assumed to have been stranded.

Another recent finding is the presence of a genetic disease, porphyria variegata,
in a part -Aboriginal man from the Shark Bay area.?! Dr. Geoffrey Dean spent
some time as Senior Physician at the Eastern Cape Hospital in Port Elizabeth,
South Africa and has been researching the porphyria diseases for many years. He
was able to trace cases of porphyria variegata to a Dutch couple who marmied in
South Africa in the 17th century32 It is known that the Zuytdorp had a long
voyage from Holland to the Cape, losing many of the ship's complement on the
way. It is possible that one of the new recruits taken on board the Zuytdorp at the
Cape to go to Batavia was the son of this couple.® If so, it is possible to
extrapolate that he became a Zuytdorp survivor and introduced the disease to the
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Aboriginal population. It is equally conceivable, however, that the disease may
have entered the Aboriginal population from a ‘Malay’ diver in the pearling
industry 3

This section begins with an account of the Vianen. It is one of the earliest
instances of European contact with Australia and sets the scene for how the
country and its people were viewed al that time.

Vianen

In 1628, the Vignen went aground and managed to get free by jettisoning some
cargo. It was cne of the early sightings of the 'Southland’ and was unusual
because the ship was on its way from and not to, Java. There is an interesting
mention of the episode in the advice given to Tasman before his journeys in 1644,
It states that the Vianen had gone along the coast of the ‘Southland’ for about 50
miles. It also describes (he result of that close contact as

‘...none of these discoveries however resulting in the obtaining of
any considerable information respecting the situation and condition
of this vast land, it only having been E}und that it has barren and
dangeraus coasts, green fertile fields and exceedingly savage black

barbarian inhabitants. '35

This allusion fo the hostility of the black inhabitants could suggest that either the
Vianen or other VOC ships may have had contact experiences ashore on the
‘Southland’.

Macassan Contact: The Napier Broome Bay Cannon

From the late 18th century Macassans were visiting northern Australia. Each year
a fleel of perahus arrived on the north-western and Northern Territory coasts to
collect trepang. A number of these vessels were known to be wrecked but to date
there has been little evidence found of wreckage3® In 1916 two brass carronades
were found on an island in Napier Broome Bay, by personnel from the HMAS
Encounter. It was initially thought that these cannon were of Portuguese ongin,
which led to speculation that the Portuguese may have been the first Europeans to
discover the Australian continenl.3” It was also said that local Aboriginals
performed a corroboree about these cannon. This depicted
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*...white men with skin like turtles and alligators that came in boats
to the island, and fired the cannons.’ 38

The reference to ‘skin like turtles’ was thought to mean that they were wearing
armour, and thus were Portuguese or Dutch men. The islanders won the ensuing
battle and captured the cannons, which is why they were on the island. The
cannons have since been found to be Asian replicas of Portuguese cannon.9
There are many stories of clashes between Macassan and Aboriginal people
which makes it likely that the cannon were used by Macassan fishermen as shore
defences when they made their camps and smokepits to process their trepang
catches. They could also be from a wrecked perahu. It seems unlikely that such
valuable articles as the cannon would be left behind, unless they were
shipwrecked and unable to carry them anywhere else.

The Aboriginal tribes involved would have been the Miwa40 or Gamberre. 41

Unnamed Wreck, Victoria Harbour, Esperance region
This wreck possibly occurred sometime during 17th century.

There are no contemporary accounts of this particular wreck and it has not been
found. It is not certain if there was a wreck at all. An Aboriginal legend exists of a
ship wrecked many years ago either at Victoria Harbour or at Duke of Orleans
Bay, east of Esperance.® A number of ships have been suggested, e.g. Batoe
Bassi, Kibra, Countess Sulkaat, but only one, the Batoe Bassi, is known to have
been wrecked in this area¥® A flurry of interest in the 1930's brought the legend
to attention of the public. A local histonian, Malcolm Uren, mentioned a rock
engraving in connection with a ‘high-pooped Dutch ship.’ Details were published
in the Wesr Australian.®* This caught the eye of Captain Alfred Douglas, who had
seen the engraving. A follow up report in the Sunday Times tells his story. 45 A
friend of his, Campbell Taylor, was a sheep farmer in the Esperance area and was
friendly with the Aboriginals there and they had passed many of their legends on
to him. One of these legends was about a shipwreck that had occurred many
years before. Captain Douglas subsequently took a schooner out into Victoria
Harbour, and along with the crew, (which included a WNetherlander) he took Mr
Taylor. They anchored during a severe squall and then were unable to lift the
anchor and had to slip it*® It was the Captain’s opinion that it must have caught
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on an old wreck. Campbell Taylor then took the Captain and ship’s crew to a rock
on the eastern side of the harbour. After removing shellfish encrustation, the party
could see “1600° engraved on the rock, and an inscription that the Netherlands
crew member said was the name of a Dutch ship.*’

The original report of Uren's address mentions the letters M-1-S were found on
the engraving,*® but this was denied by Captain Douglas.*?

A wreck was located in the area at Inshore Island in 1977 and an article aboul this
wreck in the Sunday Times resulted in a letter to the Museum from Mr Angus
McKail of Lower Kalgan. He mentioned he had a cutting of the 1937 newspaper
article and his father had been a close friend of Campbell Taylor. It was his belief
that they could be trusted to have seen what they said they had seen and therefore
it was highly likely that the inscription existed.®

The rock itself has been examined by the WA Museum and results are
inconclusive as to whether the marks are from human or natural origin 5!

The Aboriginal people involved are the Wudjari people of the southwest region. 32

Batavia

The Baravia wreck occurred on 4 June 1629. The ship struck the Morning Reef in
the Wallabi Group of the Abrolhos Islands. [t was carrying 316 people along with
trade goods, 12 chests of coin, and a large amount of cargo, jewellery and silver.

It took a week for the ship to break up. The survivors managed to get to some of
the Wallabi Group Islands and although able to save a good supply of stores were
short of water.

Commander Pelsaert and Captain Jacobsz, along with some of the crew, decided
to take to look for water along the coast.53 They used the only undamaged ships
boat for their search. During this tme, they made two sightings of Aboriginal
people, although in both instances no actual contact was made.> In one instance
six men had swum ashore to look for water.
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‘..they also saw four men coming up to them, creeping on all
fours, but when our men all of 2 sudden emerged from a depression
of the ground, and approached them, they sprang to their feet, and
ran off in full career...they were black men, stark naked, without

the least covering.” 3%

When no water was found, they set off in this boat for the port of Batavia, (now
known as Jakarta) and they reached there on July 7. Pelsaert and Jacobsz had not
got along for most of the voyage prior to the wreck, with Pelsaert accusing
Jacobsz of drunkenness. When they reached Batavia he accused Jacobsz of being
responsible for the shipwreck, and Jacobsz was arrested. Pelsaert then went with
the yacht Sardam back to the wreck to rescue the survivors.

Meanwhile, the survivors had been having a difficult time as some of them had
organised and carmed out a mutiny. The rngleader was the Baravia's
undermerchant, Cornelisz, He had taken the cargo valuables and then with his
followers had embarked upon a wild bout of rape and murder. Altogether they
killed 125 survivors.

When Pelsaert arrived back at the Abrolhos and discovered the situation, he
decided to try the mutineers then, with a council formed from the Sardam's
officers. They dealt a summary justice to Comelisz and seven others, cutting off
their hands and then hanging them. Two of the mutineers were spared this fate,
but were marooned on the mainland, in the vicmity of the mouth of the
Murchison River. These two were never heard of again, but there has been
speculation that they may have survived and met up with and even lived with
Aboriginal tribes.

These two men, Wouter Loos and Jan Pelgrom, were given a dinghy, some
supplies and various items with which to make friends with the natives, These
included ‘Nuremberg' toys, knives, beads, bells and mirrors. Instructions were
also given as to how they should communicate with the natives, and learn their
language and when the best time of the year lo hail passing ships would be.

Although ships were given instruction to look out for the men in later years,
nothing was ever heard or seen of them again. It does seem that they were well
equipped for a stay of some time, and had youth on their side, although it is not
known how fit and mentally stable they were after the grim excesses of the
previous few months. They were in a good position to have survived for long
enough to have come into contact with Aboriginal groups of the region, although
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there do not appear to have been any Aboriginal legends that have survived that
are connected to this incident.

Aboriginal peoples associated with this area are the Nhanta and Amangu.56

Vergulde Draeck

The Vergulde Draeck was wrecked on 28 April 1656, near the mouth of the
Moore River. Of the 193 on board, only 75 managed to reach the shore in two of
the ship's boats and only a small of amount of provisions were saved.5” Seven
men including the understeersman were sent to Batavia in one of the boats, the
other had capsized on landing. The captain, Pieter Albertsz stayed with the
remaining survivors.

it took the ship’s boal 40 days to get to Batavia and almost immediately two
vessels were sent to search for the survivors. These were the yacht Goede Hoop
and the flute Witre Valke, They were unsuccessful and in the process the Goede
Hoop lost a boat and eleven men. ln 1658 another two ships, the Emeloort and the
Waeckende Boey, were sent Lo both chart the coastline and look for survivors,®

The fate of the eleven men from the Goede Hoop and the 68 survivors from the
Vergulde Draeck remains an intriguing question. The latter were a large
complement of people which could be expected to be able to form an organised
group. Unlike the Baravia, the Master of the Vergulde Draeck stayed with the
survivors to keep order and authority. It is likely that such a large group would
have had a substantial impact on local inhabitants. The ships sent in search of
them reported wreckage, and even fires, but attempts to make contact were
unsuccessful. When it is known that there were such a large number of survivors,
and that rescue attempts were made, it is strange that so little evidence exists to
show they were there. It could be that the group may have moved, maybe with
assistance from Aboriginal people to a more suitable area, They may just have
perished, but to date there is no evidence of burial sites.

A number of possible land survivor sites have been attributed to the Vergulde
Draeck.™ Late last century an intriguing ring of stones was found and thought to
be marking the spot where the Verguide Draeck treasure was buried. This appears
not to have been investigated at the time and has not been found since, and is
thought it may have been an Aboriginal Bora ground. In 1931 the first tangible
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evidence of the wreck tumed up with the finding of coins and skeletal remains at
Eagles Nest, near the mouth of the Moore River. The wreck was found in 1963
and since then there have been other findings of artefacts in the area associated
with the wreck.80

The associated Aboriginal people were possibly the Yuat.5!

Boat from De Goede Hoop

The jacht De Goede Hoop was sent to look for survivors from the wrecked
Vergulde Draeck in July 1656. The jacht sent a ship’s boat ashore when they
reached the wreck area. Three men from this boat disappeared in the bush and the
other eight were sent to look for them. The boat was found broken up on the
beach with no sign of any of the men, and the jacht was forced to leave without
them, presuming them dead. Later ships sent to look for survivors from the
Vergulde Draeck were also instructed to look for these men with negative results,

[t may be possible that these lost men had contact with Aboriginals, indeed, even
with survivors from the Vergulde Draeck. The associated Aboriginal people were
possibly the Y uat.52

Boat from Waeckende Boey

The Emeloort and the Waeckende Boey had set sail in 1658 to chart the coast of
the Southland and look for survivors of the Vergulde Draeck.5® The Emeloort
reached sight of the Southland at Jatitude 33° 12°S and then turned north along the
coast.® Fires were seen on the land at which signal guns were fired which
appeared to be answered by more fires.®5 A boat was sent ashore twice to
investigate, but the fires were extinguished and no survivors seen, The searchers
reportedly came across a group of Aboriginals,% so it is probable that they were
responsible for the fires seen from the ship. The Waeckende Boey meanwhile had
reached the Southland at 31° 40°S then heading northward they came across
wreckage at a number of sites.5” A boat was sent ashore with the uppersteersman
and fourteen other crew on the 22 March but failed to return after a night of
stormy weather. For a few days the Waeckende Boey locked for the lost boat.
Fires were seen on the mainland, a signal gun fired from the ship and more fires
lit in answer on the mainland, similar to case of the Emelport. However. the
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Waeckende Boey failed to investigate further, and returned to Batavia leaving the
men stranded. 8

After the departure of the Waeckende Boey , the stranded men set sail for Batavia
in their small boat. Apart from the initial privations of being abandoned, and then
trying to sail back to Batavia in a small boat, their boat was wrecked in Java and
ended up walking through Java to reach Batavia. It is not known whether they
may have had contact with Aboriginals while stranded and repairing their boat,
but it remains a possibility. Only 3 of the 15 men involved survived this ordeal.

The associated Aboriginal people were possibly the Yuat.%%

Zuytdorp

In 1712 the Zuyidorp was on its way from Holland to Batavia in company with a
ship called the Kockenge. The two ships left the Cape of Good Hope on 22 April
1712,70 but became separated and the Zuytdorp never armived al its destination.
The Zuyidorp was one of two ships carrying newly nunted silver guilders to
Batavia and these coins were instrumental in proving the identity of the Zuyidorp
when the wreck was discovered.”!

There is no doubt that there were survivors from the Zuytdorp. It is now thought
that she struck the cliffs side on and keeled over in such a position that survivors
could have scrambled via the rigging onto the shore. The enigma is what
happened to these survivors, and it has been an ongoing debate since the wreck
was discovered.

Aboriginal reports of wrecks in this area in 1834 tell of white people living in
tents. At the time it was thought that these reports were about the Mercury (see p
22), but it is possible they could be handed down tales that are evidence of

survivors from Zuyidorp.72

There is strong evidence that there were survivors. At the top of the cliffs near the
wreck, remains of large bonfires were found. Bumt remains included barrel rings,
and brass hinges and clasps, indicating such items as wooden chests and barrels
were used to create a large fire to attract the attention of any passing ships.”?
Artefacts have been found at other sites near wells and up to 30 kms from the
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wreck site, indicating that they were either taken there by survivors or Aboriginal
people.

Al the time of the shipwreck, although the country in the area was rugged, it was
winter and there would have been a strong likelihood that there was an abundance
of water in the wells and soaks. [t is also known that during the years 1705-11 the
average rainfall in Auostralia was higher than average, which would have provided
the survivors with a better opportunity to survive.” Combined with the number
of legends that have persisted over time about red or fair haired Aboriginals with
light skins, and the possibility of linked genetic disease as discussed earlier, it
seems reasonable to reflect further on the fate of the Zuytdorp survivors.

If they did have contact with Aboriginal people these would have been the
Malkana or the Nhanta 72

The Boat from the Geographe

In June 1801 a chaloupe or longboat from the Geographe was stranded at the
Wonnerup Inlet. Post Captain Nicholas Baudin sent a rescue mission the
following day which included the master carpenter who intended to effect repairs
to the chaloupe.”™ Baudin was concerned about Aboriginal people. While
watching the rescue boat arrive on the coast he thought the people he saw talking
with those in the rescue boat were a group of Aboriginal people.””

The Geographe was accompanied by the Naturaliste. A longboat from this ship
had tried to salvage equipment left behind with the stranded chaloupe. This
caused the disappearance of one of the crew, & seaman called Vasse and it was

presumed he drowned.

This tragedy, combined with the wreck of the chaloupe has created a number of
legends. Soon after the expedition returned to France, there was a story in French
newspapers. [t was said that Vasse survived and walked 300 miles and was picked
up by an American whaler.™ A story from George Fletcher Moore was published
in the Perth Gazette 5 May 1838. This states that Aboriginals told Moore that
Vasse washed up on the beach at Wonnerup and lived with the Aboriginals for
some time.” In 1841 rumour suggested that Vasse was ‘strangled, speared in the
‘right side of the heart’, and that his bones were still near Dunsborough.’€0
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Aborigines from the area have a story about a ‘lone white man who pined
away,’®! Oldfield also mentions that near the area where Vasse disappeared,
Aboriginals told him that a white man had lived among them, dying a natural
death,82

There are several European legends that have this wreck as their origin. All the
stories have as their basis a mention of treasure. One tells of a murder carried out
by a couple who thought the man they murdered knew where the buried treasure
was.B3 Another story suggests there was a massacre of local Aborigines because
they purportedly took gold ornaments from the wreck.B4 Gerritsen has also argued
linguistic anomaly in Aboriginal languages of this area at the time of colonisation,
once again proposing influence from possible survivors of a Dutch wreck.85

The Aboriginal tribe associated with this area is the Wardandi.B6

Corrieo de Azia

On 25 November 1816, the Corrieo de Azia, a Portuguese ship, came to grief
after suffering a fire in the binnacle® near Point Cloates. The Captain and crew
abandoned ship into the launch, unable to save anything except three barrels of
biscuits and three containers of water.8® They navigated NNE until they rounded
the Point and then looked for a suitable inlet to pull into and prepare the launch to
get to their destination. Apparently there was apprehension among the crew about
natives, although none were said to have been seen. When the launch was ready
to set off again, two men were missing. It was assumed that they were killed
either by natives or animals, and they were left behind, 3%

Although there is no direct evidence of contact here, the two missing men pose a
question. Evidence from natives elsewhere at other incidents would suggest that
they could have been watching the crew, without the crew being aware. The two
men could of course, just have wandered off and become lost. Fortvitously, these
men were rescued by an American ship, the Caledonia, soon after.90 This is yel
another intriguing episode that deserves more attention, especially if more could
be found out concerning the two missing men. It is the only wreck incident
concerning a Portuguese ship, although the Portuguese were very active in both
exploration and trade in the Indian and Pacific Oceans during the 16th and 17th
centuries. It has been sugpested that a Portuguese colony sprang up in the
Buccaneer Archipelago area of the Kimberley coast in the 1520°s.9! Dr. Carl von
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Brandenstein suggests that there are a number of Portuguese words in Aboriginal
languages from the Kimberley area and between Port Hedland and Dampier. He
suggests that these latter are from shipwrecked Portuguese sailors mingling with
Aboriginal tribes.%2 This theory is problematic and has little support, although Dr,
von Brandenstein's theories about language are interesting.

The Aboriginal people that may have had contact with the missing men are the
Thalanyji.?

Belinda

The Belinda was wrecked near Middle Island in the Recherche Archipelago on 17
May 1824, whilst on her way to the sealing grounds on the south coast of
Western Australia. The ship’s crew all survived and began to sail back to Sydney
in two of the ship’s boats. One of these boats was then swamped after they had
travelled about 200 miles, and the crew decided to walk back to Middle Island,
with the other boat attending themn offshore.%5

The whole crew were eventually returned to Sydney by the bng Nereus which
was sealing in the area. This was not until March of 1825, so a question remains
whether these survivors came into contact with Aboriginals, either on their long
trek back to Middle Island, or even during their time on the island prior to their

rescue.

The Aboriginal people associated with this area may be the Wudjar, the
Ngatjumay or the Mirning. %

Cumberland

The Cumberland was wrecked on 4 March 1830 near Cape Hamelin. The crew
took to the ship’s four boats, and two of these boats arrived at Fremantle on the 7
March.?” The other boats went ashore near Cape Naturaliste and began walking to
Fremantle. They were rescued at Port Leschenault, but three of their number had
died.” It is not known if they had any contact with Aboriginal groups during their
trek, but it remains a possibility.

The Aboriginal people may have been the Kaniyang, Wardandi or Pinjarup.%®
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Ocean Queen

The Ocean Queen was wrecked on the southern group of the Abrolhos Islands on
13 September 1842,1% The ship was carrying a chest of specie which was saved
by Captain Harrison and his crew. They landed on Pelsaert Island initially and
remained at this location for 10 days. 101 They attempted to get to Fremantle in the
ship’s boats but with about 120 kms to go, weather conditions forced them to
land. They walked the rest of the way apart from one crew member who was left
behind at Moore River suffering exhaustion.!'® A group of Aboriginals was sent
from Perth to help this man.!™ They may have been Yuat or Wajuk people. 104 A
diverting aspect of this story is that the chest of specie, supposedly buried on the
beach al Pelsaert Island, was never found.

Cervantes

The Cervantes was an American whaler, wrecked near Jurien Bay 20 June
1844.195 Captain Gibson and his crew got ashore and attempted to walk to
Fremantle, Several made the trek, but one man was left exhausted about 30 miles
north of the Moore River. Another six crew had decided to retum to the wreck
and find a boat. 196 The question 1s, what happened to these men, did they meet up
with Aboriginals, or become lost and perish?

If they did meet up with Aboriginals they may have been Yuat or Wajuk
people. 197

Twilight and Bunyip

These two cutters were both wrecked at the eastern end of Culver Cliffs on 24
May 1877. They had been involved in unloading stores for workers on the
construction of the telegraph line from Eucla. All hands survived and the groups
walked to Israelite Bay for assistance.!%® This long trek may have resulted in
contact with the Ngatjumay and Miming Aboriginal people.!™ It is known that
friendly Aboriginal people assisted the men working on the East-West telegraph
line to find waterholes in the area, 110
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Maid of Lincoln

The Maid of Lincoln was a coastal steamner on her way from Dongara to
Fremantle and Bunbury. She hit a reef near the Hill River, 13 kms south of Jurien
Bay on 11 April 1891111 The crew managed to get to shore in the ship's boat and
half of them trudged to Mr Padbury's station. It is possible they had contact with
Abonginals in the area from the Yuat tribes,

Duchess of Kent

The Duchess of Kent was wrecked on 28 August 1895 near Cervantes Island. 112
The Captain and crew were able to get ashore in the ship's dinghy but were only
able to save three wet loaves and a bottle of water as provisions to take with
them. 13 They attempted to sail the dinghy along the coast to Fremantle, but were
unsuccessful due to the number of reefs edging the coast. Beaching the boal, they
then set off on foot to try to reach the rail line and luckily, found some sheep and
were able to have roast meat that night. Their good luck continued the next
morning when they came across the shepherd who was able to direct them to Mr
Bashford's sheep station. 114
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Section Three:

Verified contact incidents

There are many shipwrecks on the Western Australian coast and islands where the
survivors are known to have had contact with Aboriginal people. Some incidents
were confrontational, some helpful. Most of the confrontational situations appear
to be in the north of the state. The helpful ones range from simple aids in
direction to major lifesaving events. In other incidents there is no known actual
contact, at least from European sources, but artefacts from the wrecks have been
worked by Aboriginals into tools or weapons. Stories of shipwrecked survivors
living with natives were rife during the 19th century and Australia was no
exception with three of these stories identified for Western Australia at this time.

Unidentified Wreck at Eyre

This unknown ship was discovered by Edward John Eyre at the time he was
making his famous transcontinental journey. In his journal he noted the position
where he found a number of pieces of a wrecked ship. Some of the oars and spars
had been arranged above the high water mark, another on a high ridge away from
the shore. 115

In 1976 Mr John Carlisle and his wife told the Museum of wreckage found on the
beach 55 km east of Eyre. Mr Carlisle had been familiar with the area since 1928
and knew a number of Aboriginals from the area. They told him an Aboriginal
legend about the wreck, which he recounted in detailed fashion in an interview
conducted in 1976.13¢ The story indicates that two ‘lifetimes’ before Eyre and
Baxter came through the area, a longboat with five men came onshore from a ship
that was in trouble. These men were not in good condition, one died almost as
soon as he reached shore, another had died by the next moming and 2 third about
ten days later. The Aboriginals then killed one of the others. They were going to
kill the last man, but were afraid to, for he had light blond hair which they had
never seen. They spared him and the story says he lived with them for a long
time, eventually going with another tribe east of Eucla, 17

In 1982, some other intriguing evidence of this legend tumed up. A letter to the
Museum from Marjorie Elliot of Maryknoll Victonia''® contained a story handed
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down about her great grandfather. He had an interesting past, and had stories of
being shipwrecked, swimming 5 miles to land and living with Aboriginals for
some time. After reading the account of the Aboriginal legend in Henderson's
Unfinished Voyages Vol 1, Mrs Elliot was wondering if this same man may have
been her great grandfather.

Investigators from the WA Museum have found artefacts associated with a wreck
in the area under guestion, but at this time it remains unidentified and the question

of the survivor a mystery.

Associated Aboriginal groups may have been the Ngatjumay and the Miming. 179

Uinnamed Whale Boat, Point D'Entrecastesuy

On 20 April 1831 a group led by Lieutenant William Preston were exploring the
South West Coast in a whale boat from HMS Sulphur.'?® The boat began taking
water and they ended up stranded and decided to march back to Augusta. They
encountered an Aboriginal as they were setting off

*...he appeared astonished when we made him understand that we
came from sea through the breakers. | have no doubt they had been
watching us land, as there were several [ires close to us. After
dressing him, giving him a stocking full of sugar, a little bread, and
as much cloth as he chose to carry away..and giving him to
understand that he was to go and bring the whole tribe... he
departed, and we did not see him again.'!2!

It is probable that this man was of the Bibbulman people. 122

Mercury

The Mercury left Calcutta on 3 October 1833 and was never seen again.'® A
nomber of rumours from Aboriginal groups could point to the fact that the
Mercury was wrecked near Shark Bay. The rumours surfaced in 1834 from
Aboriginals to the north of Perth, and there were two conflicting stories. The first,
from Aboriginals named Tanguin and Weemat had been passed down the country
by the various Abonginal tribes, and was said to have originated from the
northwest Weelman tribe.124 It related that a wreck had occurred about 30

22



{native) days walk north of the Swan River settlement. There was a lot of money
to be found on the beach but no survivors had been seen.

A second story was from another Aboriginal, Moiley Dubbin, and also was
supposed to have originated from the Weelman tribe. In this version, there was
also much money to be found, but in this instance, survivors were seen living in
shelters of canvas and wood. These survivors were said o have traded biscuit for
the Weelman’s spears and shields. 125

There had been instances of Aboriginals from the north bringing British coin to
Perth, so it was decided to look for survivors. An Aboriginal named Weeip was
sent to fook for them with a letter from the Government. If he returned with an
answer from the survivers his son was to be released from prison. On his return,
he had not found survivors but stated he had seen plenty of coin on the beach.

It was then decided to send a ship to look for survivors, so the schooner Monkey
was sent, finding nothing but some broken timbers at the south end of Dirk
Hartog Island.126 A further expedition by the Hyacinth later in 1834 was also

unsuccessful.

Henderson suggests that the stories regarding coins and timbers suffered from
confusion ‘by the communication barriers between European and Aboriginal and
between aboriginal tribes.”'27 The stories reached Perth about six months after the
disappearance of the Mercury. This iming and the British coins!?® that had been
brought to Perth by Aboriginals does imply that the stories could relate to the
Mercury. However, this wreck has not been found and the two incidents
mentioned in the introduction to this section, combined with this one, could also
point to handed down stories from Aboriginal people about older wrecks, such as
the Zuytdorp. 129

The Aboriginal people are said to be the “Weelmen’. According to Horton, tribes
between Shark Bay and Perth were the Amangu, Yuat, and Wajuk, and there was
a Wiilman tribe south east of Perth.'30 There was also a tribe known as the
‘Waylmen' from the Wale well area near the Zuytdorp wreck,'3! so this story
may have originated from them.
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Mountaineer

The Mouniaineer was a cutter that had been involved with the sealing trade along
the south coast of Australia.® The ship was wrecked at Thistle Cove near
Esperance on 24 March 1835 and the three crew and six passengers survived and
got to shore in the whale boat. They encountered some Aboriginals there who
‘were quite civil and did them no injury.’’*® The group then made for Middle
[sland in the Recherche Archipelago, where the Captain knew there was a group
of sealers. After arrival, some of the group went on to Albany, but siblings James
and Dorothy Newell remained on the island, James to be a deckhand and Dorothy
as the mistress of the infamous John Anderson.!3* ‘Black Jack’ as he was known
riled the island as a despot. It was a place that had attracted a number of
unsavoury characters, who were known for the kidnapping of Aboriginal women
and murder.

James Newell, along with another young man, James Manning, decided to leave
the island. After a while, Black Jack agreed but gave them no assistance, virtually
marooning them on the mainland 650kms from Albany. They eventually gat
there, due in large part to help from Aboriginal tribes received when they were al
their weakest. 95 According to their information these Aboriginals were described
at the time as from the White Cockatoo, Murray and Hill Men tribes.’® The
Resident Magistrate in Albany at the time was Richard Spencer. He rewarded the
Aboriginals for their kindness by issuing them a small portion of flour each and
also gave a ‘duck frock’ to the two who were the most helpful. 137

Carib

This is one of the accounts of shipwreck survivors living with Aboriginals.
William Jackman published a book im Aubum, USA in 1853, called The
Australian Captive. In the book he states that he was on board the Carib, a
whaler, in 1837, which foundered on the coast of the Great Australian Bight.38
According to Jackman there were 26 survivors but he became separated from
themn and then lived for 18 months with what he calls ‘the cannibals of Nuyt's
land on the coast of the Great Australian Bight.""3® The Carib supposedly sailed
from Hobart on 28 April 1837, but there are no details of this particular ship in
the Tasmanian archives or Marine Board %, The existence of the Carib and its
demise is therefore uncertain, as is Jackman's story of living with cannibals. For
these reasons any identification of the Aboriginal people that may have been
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involved is uncertain. If the story is correct and he was on the coast of the Bight
they are likely to have been the Ngatjumay or Miming people.'*! Although the
veracity of this story cannot be proven, the incident occurred in the very same
area as the *Unidentified at Eyre’ story, so it may have some substance.

Three Whale Boats from the Rusyell

The Russell was an American whaler. In 1839 this ship took the explorer George
Grey and his party to the North West of Western Australia.'¥2 Three whale boats
carrying the explorers were set on Bemier Island, just north of Shark Bay, and the
Russell continued on ifs way.

Within a few days one of the whaleboats was lost along with the stores it
contained and the other two boats went searching for water. On reaching the
mouth of the Murchison River, both boats came to gref trying to run in the
breakers. With all three boats wrecked, the group decided to walk back to
Perth.!*? The distance involved was 650 kms, which was quite a trek, especially
ag they were short of water. George Grey kept a journal indicating that the party
came into contact with Aboriginals several times during their journey. In the first
instance the Aboriginals moved off when they saw Grey.'™ A few days later he
had another encounter that almost tumed to conflict. A large number of
Aboriginals had commenced following them, but would not communicate with
Grey.

‘...we saw a number hastening to occupy & thick serub through
which we had to pass. The men now became so dissatisfied and
alarmed, that 1 found 1 should be unable much longer to restrain
them from firing, if I did not disperse the natives.’ 15

Later that day one of the men from Grey's party disappeared and he sent some
others to look for him. When they did not get back within a reasonable time he
became concerned, as one of his lookouls had seen

‘natives on the opposite cliffs, jumping about, and running up and
down brandishing their spears, in the manner they do before and
after a fight." 146

Although the missing men soon rejoined the party, for the rest of their journey
Grey's group continued to have a ‘stand off’ relationship with the Aborigines.
Neither side made any real contact, conflict seemed to be threatened by both sides
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at times, but nothing bappened. Eventually, just north of Perth they met with an
Aboriginal group whom Grey had befriended before his northemm exploration
trip. ¥7 They provided a feast for the party and were able to tell them that Perth
was only a day away.

The Aboriginal people could have been the Amangu, Nhanta, Wajuk and Yuat
tribes, 148

Governor Endicott

Another incident similar to the Carib was that of the Governor Endicot, but in
this case the wreck was verified. The Governor Endicott was driven ashore pear
Toby's Inlet, Geographe Bay on 8 July 1840.14° One of the seamen on board,
Joseph Gotchell, gives a graphic account of the incident in a book he had
published in 1844.1% According to this, after the shipwreck, he spent some time
living with Aboriginal people, but like Jackman's account of living with
‘cannibals’, Gotchell may also suffer from poetic licence. The Aboriginal tribe he
may have encountered is the Wardandi. 15!

Unnamed Hutt Estuary and Unidentified Greenough River Wrecks

There have been several instances over the years of Aboriginals reporting possible
wrecks. These reports usually had travelled from their place of origin, passed on
orally and may have suffered in the translation.

In 1843 an Aboriginal from Wanneroo had given information that a ship was
wrecked in the area of the Hutt Estuary.152 The authorities in Fremantle did not
appear to take much notice of this, believing it to be a report of a previous wreck
story. This particular story was quite detailed, white men had come from the ship
and erected a house on the bank of the estuary. 13

In 1851, this incident came to the authorities from Aboriginals from Champion
Bay near the Greenough River. It was a defailed account of a wreck that had
happened 16 years or so previously, and so gave rise to the idea that it may be the
wreck of the Mercury.!™ The story appeared in the Perth Gazente of 26
September 1851, and was followed by another on 17 October 1851. The second
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story was similar with added details of pieces of wreckage that had been
discovered in the Champion Bay area.

Leander

The Leander was an ex-whaler that was wrecked on 13 November 1853. In bound
to Champion Bay, she ran aground on a then unmarked reef just south of the
Irwin River which is now known as the Leander Reef. !5 The ship was near to the
shore which enabled all the crew and passengers to save themselves and to set up
a kedge anchor and line to save valuables, provisions and other useful items to
erect shelters on the beach. They were unable to save the water casks which were

all broken.!%

The survivors spent an uncomfortable couple of weeks on the beach. Captain
Johnson thought they were only four miles north of the Irwin River settlement
and during the first days after the wreck some of the survivors tried to walk to the
settlement!S7, No settlement was found. At this time there were problems with the
*Malay' crew. They had fallen out with the Captain and decided to attempt to
walk to Fremantle. Half retumed to the camp, but the rest died.

Eventually one of the passengers, Mr Evans, decided to walk north. He came
across an Aboriginal who was able to take him lo a station on the Irwin River
owned by Lockier Burges.

This Aboriginal was probably from the Amangu tribe. 158

Occator

The Occator was wrecked near Carbaddaman Passage, North West Cape on 5
February 1856, while on its way to Muiren Island.

In rough seas the lifeboat was smashed but the Captain and crew managed to
launch the longboat.l¥® They had also managed to rescue water, provisions and
navigational equipment. 19 [t was decided to sail up to Muiron Island as that had
been their original destination. They hoped to find another ship there as the island
was an acknowledged source of guano. When they amived there was no ship there
and they were running short of water. It was decided to retum to the wreck to
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obtain more water161, and it was then that they ran into some problems, As they
sailed down the coast a large party of Aboriginals appeared on the shore,
following the boat to the wreck. The boat went inshore to pick up a water barrel
that had washed in from the wreck, and as it pulled away from the shore, the
Aboriginals began wading and swimming after the boat armed with spears and
stones. '%2 During an altercation when a spear and some stones were thrown, Mr
Jones shot one of the attackers. This caused them lo retreat back to shore.

This is an interesting incident. Apart from the unidentified Eyre wreck, it is the
first of the wrecks where the survivors encountered hostility. It seems that the
Aboriginals were unconcerned at first, until the boat actually pulled into land to
take up the water barrel washed on shore.

It is likely that these Aboriginals were from the Thalanyji tribe.!

Calliance

In 1865 the Calliance had an ignominious end, along with the hopes and dreams
of the Camden Harbour Pastoral Association settlers it carmed. They had
embarked in Melbourne to be part of an ambitious and foolhardy attempt to settle
the country of the West Kimberley area.!® On 22 December 1864 the Calliance
was nearing its destination of Camden Harbour when it struck a reef near Adele
Island. 165 The Captain was able to get the ship into the harbour after lightening its
load, and the passengers disembarked and their belongings were unloaded. The
ship was then moved nearer the shore for attention but on the 5 January 1865 she
was blown ashore and began to break up. 156

One of the passengers, Captain Edwards, took the cutter from the Calliance and
went to Timor, along with the second officer and 3 crew. Here they were able to
borrow a boat that could take survivors away from Camden Sound. The two boats
were on their way back o Camden Sound, when they were overturned by a
squall. 157 Some of the crew managed to right the cutter, but inside the schooner
Captain Edwards had drowned in his cabin. They retrieved his body and stopped
at New Island to bury the body which by then was decomposing. They could not
carry this out as they were driven away by a group of Aberigines, so the body had
to be thrown overboard.!®® This hostile contact with Aboriginals seems to have
been a mark of the settlement. As well as the settlers losing their stock to the
inclement conditions of the settlement, Aboriginals were taking livestock and
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stealing boats as well. It does not seem as if the settlers made any serious attempts
to become friendly with the Aboriginals, perhaps because the settlers were too
busy trying to make the best of what rapidly became a disaster. The land was not
as it was represented and not at all suitable for the purpose of cultivation and
grazing sheep. Initial contact with the Aboriginals was friendly and had this been
maintained the Aboriginals may have been of some help in assisting survival in
the harsh envirooment. When the settlement was abandoned much was left behind
and examination of the site shows that the Aboriginals found good use for
ceramics and glass, working them for tools and weapons, 167

The associated Aboriginal tribe is possibly the Worora.170

Emma

On 3 March 1867, the schooner Emma set sail for Fremantle from Port Walcott.
She was never seen again.!” Almost ten years later Charles Tuckey, a well
known identity in the North West and in the pearling industry told the Inquirer
newspaper of a story he had heard from an Aboriginal.l”2 Tt was said that
following a shipwreck about ten years previcusly in the vicinity of North West
Cape, a number of survivors took to the ship's boats and landed on the shore.
Here they were taken captive by a group of Aboriginals who then killed and ate
all of them, 173

There is no proof of this incident. 1t is included in the database as an example of
European legend. It may well be that there were survivors from the Emma and
they met with Aboriginal groups, but any interaction is unknown at this time. The
sighting of a stone caim was reported around 1930's in the area where the wreck
may have been, along with & small cannon on the beach nearby.!™ No one has
since found this caim or the cannon to see if they are connected to the Emma or
some other lonely survivors. The wreck of the Emma was found in 1988.

The associated Aboriginal tribe may have been the Thalanyji. 17
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Brothers

The Brothers disappeared, after leaving for Roebourne on 19 February 1867.176
This was very close to the time the Emma disappeared, and in the same area, All
that is known about this wreck is that a few years after the disappearance, Charles
Tuckey was told of three wrecks in the area south of North West Cape. His
information came from an Aboriginal from the area. It is included in the data base
as the legend referring to the Emma could well apply to the Brothers as they were
lost so close together.

Nautilus

The Nautilus was a pearling ship that seems to have disappeared and then re-
appeared at intervals during the 1860's and 1870’s. It was known to have been
blown ashore at Nickol Bay by the cyclone of 4 January 1868 and was refloated
for the following season, but then disappeared in April 1869.177Although then
presumed lost, she turned up again at the Fortesciie River in 1875,178 |t is possible
that these may have been different ships using the same name.

While the Nautilus was stuck in the Nickol Bay mangroves in 1868, her master,
Mr Jarman had set up camp nearby. Some Aboriginals were mvolved in an
incident, stealing flour from one of the other pearling vessels, the Pearl. A police
constable with an Aboriginal assistant was sent to arrest the Aboriginals
responsible for the theft. They caught one of them, Coolyerberri. A crew member
from the MNautilus who had also set up camp in the mangroves allowed the
constable and his assistant to share his tent. Meanwhile, the other Aboriginals
decided to free Coolyerberri and attacked during the night, killing the constable,
his Aboriginal assistant Peter, and George Breem. Meanwhile, Jarman, the master
of the Nautilus was not in his tent at the time of the attack, and was not seen
again. It was presumed he had also been killed. Robert Sholl, the Government
Resident organised a group of special constables. This was made up of
pastoralists and other members of the white community. It is estimated that they
tracked down and killed about sixty Aboniginal men women and children and the
incident became known as the 'Flying Foam Massacre’,

This was an important incident. Just a few years prior to this event, Europeans
settling in the area remarked at how peaceable the Aboriginal population was, |7
This incident may have had a significant effect on subsequent
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Aboriginal/European relations in this area. Between 1850 and 1875 there was an
increase in the number of confrontaticnal incidents, allied to shipwrecks, and all
occurred north of the 26th parallel.

The Aboriginals were probably from the Jaburrara tribe. 18

Minnie

The Minnie, another pearling ship, was wrecked in November 1872 on Fortescuye
Island. There were three men on board and they reached the island but without
many supplies. They were George Forthcut, Liberty Joe and an Aboriginal who
was not named.'™® They remained stranded there for five weeks, and were
becoming desperate. Finally, the Aboriginal swam to the mainland and managed
to walk to Mardie station which was owned by Mr Mackintosh. He despatched a
beat to the island and the other two men were rescued and recovered at the
station,

The unnamed Aboriginal was rewarded for his courageouvs act with a blanket,
shirt, pair of trousers and pound of tobacco. 182 His tribal background is unknown.

Bertha

The Bertha was wrecked on a reef near Point Cloates on 20 July 1874. The
Caplain, Joseph Moriah and four crew escaped on a dinghy, but with no
provisions. They travelled for six days until arriving at Tubridgi Point. ' The five
survivors had been without any food or water and were very debilitated. Some
local aborigines were able to provide some water and turtle meat for them,
probably saving their lives, but it was too late for Charles Love who died that
evening. 18 The other four then set off for Port Walcott and met up with Captain
Charles Tuckey who took them to safety.

The Aboriginals who helped were from the Thalanyiji tribe. 185
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Enchantress

The Enchaniress struck a reef off Champagny Island 15 August 1874.186 She
managed to limp into Brecknock Harbour and became a complete wreck.!87 There
were then encounters between the crew and Abonginals to the extent that two
crew and eight Aboriginals were killed. Newspaper reports of the time mention ‘a
sanguinary battle with natives, killed and wounded on both sides’'®® and that the

ship was a complete wreck.

The Aboriginal people concerned could have been the Worora, 189

Fairy Queen

The Fairy Queen was wrecked at North West Cape, Exmouth Gulf on 8 October
1875. The boats were launched and the survivors travelled for two days before
reaching the cutter Swan at Mary Ann Patch.!® To make room for the Fuiry
Queen survivors, a number of Aboriginals on the Swan were taken to another
vessel, the Albert. These Aboriginals were from the Gascoyne region and had
been taken aboard to work as divers.1?! It seems that some of the Aboriginals
attacked the seamen on the Albert, including some from the Fairy Queen. Two of
the Aboriginals, Nirba and Ballemerda were injured and then tied up by the white
crew and put into the hold.’%2 They died in captivity soon after - early ‘death in
custody® victims, and an inquiry into the incident was carried out. It concluded
that the deaths were a result of self defence by the white crew, 19

This incident marks a time when Aboriginals were beginning to be taken, often
involuntarily from their tribal areas, and justice was summary, as seen previously
in the ‘Flying Foam Massacre.'

Stefano

The Stefano was wrecked on 27 October 1875, just west of Point Cloates. In the
heavy sea, the crew had great difficulty with launching the boats which were
either swamped or broken and the ship was rapidly destroyed. A number of crew
were drowned and eventually eight of them reached the shore, but had few

provisions with them.
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After setting up a small camp, they thought they would walk south to the
(Gascoyne River, which they thought was not far off. Before they set off, a group
of Aboriginals came to their camp. With them they brought a chart which had
been washed up onto the beach from the wreck. Although it happened to be a
chart of just the area where the wreck had occurred, this did not really help the
survivors, and they set off on their trek. A week later, they met with some more
Aboriginals who gave them water, and by luck, another surviving crew member
who had made it to shore further south of the wreck and had also been aided by
the Aboriginals.!™ They continued their way south, but into inhospitable
country!?3 and after some weeks returned north to where they knew there was a
waterhole and camped there for some time. On 21 December a severe cyclone
disrupted the camp and prevented food gathering and by 6 January 1876 only two
men were still alive. The account of these miserable weeks includes a report of
the two survivors, Baccich and Jurich, having resorted to cannibalism in their
desperation to stay alive,1%6 To their great fortune, they were found soon after by
Aboriginals who nursed them back to health over a period of a few months, They
eventually took them further north in order to make contact with the northern
pearling ships. On 18 April 1876 this was accomplished at Exmouth Gulf when
they met with Captain Charles Tuckey and his ship the Jessie. 197

The two young men, Baccich and Jurich did not realise at the time that the
Aboriginals were actually taking them to a place where help would be
forthcoming. A number of the Aboriginals who helped them had previously been
emploved by Charles Tuckey. 81t was decided to reward the Aboriginals with

‘..some {lour, sugar, some inferior tobacco, with some coarse
blankets, as =upplied to the natives here, and lastly, but most
important, some common sailor's sheath knives...'1%?

Regardless of the assistance given by the Aboriginal people, this ‘reward’ was not
as good as it might have been. In a letter to the Acting Colonial Secretary at the
time concerning the reward, the harbourmaster George Forsyth states

"It is also important that they (the Aboriginals) should be made to
undersiand that had they saved the whole ten men, the reward
would have been much greater,”%
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It seems that an apportion of blame for the deaths of the other survivors of the
Stefano was laid at the door of the helpers of Baccich and Jurich.

The Aboriginal tribes involved in this contact episode were the Payungu and the
Jinirigudi people.20!

Georgelle

The steamer Georgerte was wrecked on 30 November 1876 off Calgardup Bay.
There were 50 passengers on board plus crew and cargo and Captain Godfrey
decide to launch the boats.22 The first was swamped by a large wave and a

number of the occupants were drowned.

An Aboriginal stockman, Sam Isaacs saw the tragedy unfolding and raised the
alarm at the home of the Bussell family. He and Grace Bussell then became
heroes as they rode their horses into the surf to help the survivors.?® Bussell
became known as ‘A Western Australian Grace Darling’ for her part in the
rescue.?™ She was awarded a medal and inscribed gold watch and [saacs awarded
a bronze medal.2® Apart from his medal, Sam lsaacs received little public
recognition compared to Grace Bussell.206

The Georgette rescue
Source: Mustrated Sydney News 3 February 1877

Mariano

The Mariano ran aground at Jarman Island on 13 December 1878, The crew
remained on board awaiting the spring tides in hopes to float her off again, but
after a few days were unable to contain a leak and during a cyclone on 22
December two of the ships boats were smashed.?7 The crew were then in some
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danger and hoisted the upside down ensign to signal for help. Four Europeans and
two Aboriginals manned a boat which rowed oul to the Mariano, taking half the
crew back with them and the remaining ship’s boat was able to take the remaining
crew so all were saved. The officers and crew of the ship sent a letter to the
Herald in 1879208 thanking the rescuers and suggesting a bravery recognition.
The Europeans were named, but not the Aboriginals.

The Aboriginal tribe to which they belonged may have been the Jaburrara.20%

Benan

The Benan struck a reef off Point Cloates on 23 December 1888.210 The crew
managed to get ashore in one of the lifeboats but they only managed 1o take some
water ashore with them. Luckily a barrel of flour washed up on the beach with
which they made a supply of damper and then set off to walk south. Before
leaving they left a message on the abandoned lifeboat to let any searchers know
where they were gone, Their good luck continued when they chanced upon some
local Aberigines who were able to direct them to a nearby station at Yalobia,
owned by Brockman.2!

These Aboriginals were possibly associated with the Thalanyji tribe.212

Macey's Wreck

This wreck was discovered on Mardie Station by Mr D Macey, Project Manager
of Hadson Energy. It is an unknown wreck and therefore has been given the name
Macey's Wreck. The Wreck Inspection Report shows it was heavily salvaged 213
However, a bottle base found indicates use by Abonginals to make tools and
spearheads. Dating suggests the wreck is of no earlier age than 1880. The
Aboriginal people associated with this area are the Jaburrara. 214

Sunbeam

The Sunbeam was a steam yacht that had armived in the North-West to take up a
pearling venture in 1892.215 On 27 March 1892, while in Admiralty Guif, the
yacht developed a leak which was not able to be repaired. The Captain
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endeavoured to run ashore but the ship became stuck fast on a mudbank near
Osborne Island. Captain and crew took to the ship’s boats and landed at Dicky
Bay where a number of pearling schooners were stationed. The Captain then
decided to go to Broome in the ship's whaleboat taking nine of the crew, to
inform the owners of the loss of the Sunbeam. This was against the advice from
the other pearfers. On their way to Broome, at one stage they tried to go ashore,
but they were chased off by spear waving Aborigines.216

This episode is interesting not just because of that contact incident, but the fact
that as expected in all such cases, there are two stories about the fate of the ship,
one from a European point of view, and the other from the Aboriginal
perspective. The European story is that the ship was elderly and the leak arose
from corrosion in the hull. The Aboriginals have a different tale. In the pearling
areas it was not uncommon for men on these ships to borrow or steal Aboriginal
women. Prior to the loss of the ship, the Sunbeam crew had apparently been
allowed some Abonginal women for an agreed time which the crew ignored. The
Aboriginal men were understandably angry about this and proceeded to “sing" the
ship, to call upon serpent spirits to sink the ship. Thus the story of the Sunbeam
entered Aboriginal legend 217

The Aboriginal tribe involved could have been either the Gamberre or the
Miwa.2!8

Swan

The Swan went missing in 1883 when on a journey to the Lacepede [slands and
King Sound from Beagle Bay.2!® Aboard were [saac Doust and two Aboriginal
crew. The surviving crew later told their story. The Swan struck a reef at
Stewart’s [sland and after Doust refused to leave his cabin for a few days the crew
swam off to the mainland and left him.?2! However, there was another story.
Other Aboriginals said the Swan sank near Sunday Island in King Sound and a
dinghy bearing the name Swan had been found floating in the sound. The boat
had bloodstains on the rowlocks. Local Aborigines said that three Aborigines had
landed in the dinghy with guns, and that they had killed Doust.22! The men were
arrested but they were eventually discharged due to insufficient evidence.222The
tribe to which the Aboriginal crewmen belonged is unknown.
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Wanderer

This vessel was believed to be wrecked at Rogers Strait and Captain Maguire and
his mate then murdered by Aboriginals. Newspaper reports at the time were
extremely prejudicial to the Aboriginal community. The Wesr Australian of 24
July 1913 states

‘the notoriously treacherous Aboriginals in the neighbourhood of
Collier Bay in the Northwest have added yet another fearful
atrocity to their grim record.’

The associated Aboriginal tribe was the Worora, 223

Mary Island Luogger

The name of this ship is unknown. On 20 January 1920 the Benedictine Mission
in Kalumburu was told of a tragedy on Mary [sland. Apparently six Kulan
Aboriginals bad killed the white crew and destroyed a lugger. 224

Henry

Various reports of this incident give different dates. What is known is that the
Henry ran aground near Cape Voltaire sometime between 1920 and 1929. The
Captain, Henry Scott and another person named Pascoe walked to Cape Leveque
for assistance,?® Four crew members were left behind and duning the time the
captain was away, two of them had set off for Kununya Mission. On their way
they met up with some Aboriginals with whom they had a disagreement.
According to Wadi Karawarra, an eye witness, the white men bumt the
Aborigine’s humpie and threw their spears on the fire. The elders of the group got
angry and beat the two men to death.22® When the police caught up with the tribe,
Wadi and another man called Dinjadna told the police that they had done the
killing, to protect the old men from going to prison2?7 In the end they were
aquitted of the murders due to their youth or lack of evidence and eventually both
became police trackers. The Aboriginal tribe was the Wunambul 228
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Chofuku Maru

On 5 February 1931, the S8 Chofuku Maru went to the aid of the ship S8 Shunsei
Maru which had ran onto a reef near to the North West Whaling Station at
Norwegian Bay. Unfortunately, the Chofuku Maru also got into trouble on the
reef. 29

Two members of the local Aboriginal tribe, Old Tommy and his wife Mary Ann,
took the news of the wreck to the Whaling Station. Captain Maurice MacBolt
took some men and a boat to go to pick up the crew. The Japanese crews were not
happy about coming ashore because there were a number of Aboriginals with
spears, so Captain MacBolt had to go ashore to speak to the Aboriginals and then
back to the Japanese to reassure them that the Aboriginals were harmless. The
Aboriginals had been using their spears for fishing and turtle hunting, and were
very amused that the ‘Jerridy-Jerridies’ (an Abonginal term for rice-eaters)
should be frightened of them, =0

This Aboriginal tnbe could have been the Thalanyji.=! This area was near to
where the Stefano was wrecked and it is thought that the tribes from this area had
become extinet by the time of the Chofuku Maru incident. If so, it is nol certain to
which tribe Old Tommy and his wife belonged.

The Chofuku Maru in trowble

Source: WA Maritime Musewn,

Maritime Archaeology Dept

File MA 209 80 I Area Point Cloatey Wrecks
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Atlantis Seaplane Float

It was 15 May 1932, The seaplane Atlantis was on its way to Darwin {rom
Kupang in Timor, when bad weather caused it to become well off course.
Running out of fuel, the pilot, Captain Hans Bertram, had to land in a remote pan
of the northwest coast. He and his mechanic, Adolf Klausmann were then to
spend 40 days of privation until they were found by Aborigines in a cave where
they had all but given up and prepared to die.

When the two airmen first landed, they began to convert one of the seaplane
Moats into a type of canoe.®2 Although ingenious and practical, the makeshift
craft was not very useful on the open sea. They ended up washed ashore, still with
no real idea of where they were and with no food and water.

Allantis Seaplane Floar
Source :Winter, B., Atlantis ix Missing (see bibliography)

Search parties were looking for the men to no avail, but a cigarette case with Hans
Bertram’s initials on it was found by an Aboriginal. B3 A search spreading out
from this area found the missing plane, but it was of course empty. Now an even
bigger search was put in progress using Aboriginal trackers from missions in the
area, and one of these trackers found the men holed up in their cave wailing to
die. This Aboriginal is thought to have been Minnijinnimurrie from the Drysdale
Mission, ® He and other Aboriginals with him from the mission looked after the
two aviators for a week before the first group of police rescuers arrived. The
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condition of the two men was very poor and two runners were sent to Forrest
Mission with messages to arrange a boat to be sent to pick them up. Ovemnight
Klausmann's condition had deteriorated and it was decided to send more runners
to the police in Wyndham via Forrest Mission requesting a strait jacket also be
sent. The second pair of Aboriginal runners then performed what was to become a
marathon feat. They were told that if they managed to overtake the first runners
they would get a new pair of shorts and a shint.®5 The pair made it to Forrest
Mission in two days. It had taken six days for the rescue party to travel that
distance.

Klausiann and Bertram with rescuers.
Source.:Winter, B., Atlantis iy Missing (see bibliography)

Although the role that Aboriginals played in finding the aviators and keeping
them alive until the rescue party reached the cave is well known, the story of
Andumeri and Jalnga’s marathon run is not often mentioned.? Another aspect of
this story is also not often told. While the search parties were under way, there
were reports that Aboriginals had killed the two aviators, A number of
Aboriginals were taken prisoner by Superintendent Johnson, including Wajana
and Yorgin, the suspected murderers. Three different stories arose. An Aboriginal
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woman, Mooger. said that Wajana and Yorgin saw the plane land, asked the
aviators for tobacco and when they were not given any, speared the men.2"Then
some of the prisoners told Johnson that they had found one man dead in the plane,
and tracks of the other man. Finally a third story from other Aboriginals of the
Brinjin tribe said that three other Aboriginals had killed the aviators. 2*®Regardless
of the fact that these stories conflicted, and that no evidence of a dead person had
been found in the seaplane, the Aboriginals were kept chained with the search
party until they found the men. They were released after {inding Bertram and
Klausmann and given some food and (obacco as recompense. This incident has
ramifications for other stories of Aboriginal hostility, If these Aboriginals
‘confessed’ to murders which they did not commit, it is possible that this had
happened previously, for instance in the case of the Emma.

The Aboriginal group associated with the Drysdale Mission was possibly the

Miwa?3¥ and the runners were from the Forrest Mission and possibly associated
with the Aboriginal Yiiji group.Z¥

41



Koolama

On the 10 February 1942 the MV Koolama leit Fremantle on her way to Darwin,
It carried the crew, passengers and army personnel and cargo for the northern
ports of Geraldton, Camarvon, Onslow, Cossack, Port Hedland, Broome, Derby
and Wyndham. Various other cargo and passengers were also picked up at these
destinations. On 20 February 1942, the Kcolama was on the way to Wyndham
from Broome when a Japanese reconnaissance plane began to circle the ship.23!
The war had caused the Koolama to have guns mounted for defence and Captain
Eggleston gave the order to fire, The ship was then bombed by the plane but no
bombs found their target. A short time later three other Japanese planes arrived
and this time the ship was hit several times. There was only one serious casualty
but the ship was badly damaged and had lost its steering. 1t was decided to beach
the ship and unload the passengers prior to effecting repairs to enable the ship to
attempt to get to either Wyndham or back to Broome. The total complement of
crew, army personnel and passengers at this time was 180.

The ship had grounded at Cape Rulhiers, and the nearest settlement to it was the
mission at Pago about 80 kms away, which was run by a group of Benedictine
monks. The mission heard from Darwin on 20 February that the Koolama had
been bombed and on 22 February were requested by the Naval Cffice in Darwin
to contact the survivors. 22 The mission lugger and a land expedition set off for
Cape Rulhiers where the ship was beached, arriving on 24 February. Most of the
crew and passengers from the Koolama had been evacuated to a nearby cove and
among them were some wounded including one serious head wound. When the
mission lugger armrived at the cove, immediate arrangements were made (o remove
the wounded back to the mission on the lugger. It was sailed back with some of
the Keolama crew and Aboriginals for direction and Missionary Father Seraphim
stayed with the rest of the party on the beach. It was decided that it would be best
for the remaining group to walk overland to the mission. It was a distance of
120kms and Father Seraphim said it was rough but would only take about four
days. In the event, the walkers found it gruelling. They set off 26 February led by
Aboriginal guides whom they found it difficult to keep up with. They seemed to
run out of food too quickly as well, and it seems they did not attemnpt to live off
the land to any extent. When Lhey reached the Drysdale River, it was full and fast
flowing, too dangerous to cross for the weak or non swimmers. One of the
Aboriginal guides, Gerome Pendagudje accompanied by a young seaman Dudley
Anderson, braved the strong current and reached the other side. Gerome then ran
the 40 kms to the mission to getl ropes and provisions for the stranded group. This
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was accomplished the following day and the land groups eventually arrived at the
mission on 4 March. During this time, Captain Eggleston had remained on the
Koolama and with the help of volunteers from the crew and passengers had
effected repairs and refloated the ship. He managed by good seamanship to limp
the ship to the quay at Wyndham but it sank during an air raid soon after it
arrived.

MV Koolama sinking at Wyndham quay
Source: WA Maritime Musenm Maritime Archaeology Dept
File MA 1096 Wreck Koolama MV

The mission lugger returned to pick up Father Seraphim and the few remaining
survivors at the beach at Cape Rulhiers. Unfortunately just one of this group
became ill and died on the way back to the mission.2# It is remarkable that no
other lives were lost duning this incident, even the survivor with the serious head

injury recovered well.

Dulverton

The Dulverton is a delightful tale with a happy ending. On the 26 May 1956 it
became stuck on a sandbank at West Bay. The Captain was authorised to dump
the cargo if necessary to save the ship. With the assistance of the Kalumburu
Mission barge and its Aboriginal crew and another ship from Darwin, both cargo
and ship were saved. The Aboriginal crew *was so impressed with the dangerous
experience that they composed a dance which reproduced the ‘salvaging’ of the
Dulverton and featured an impression of the ship.'2#
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Conclusion

This report lists all known contact shipwrecks to date. As well as this report, a
data base has been produced for the Western Australian Maritime Museum, It ig
intended that this will link with the current Australian shipwreck data base on the
Museum’s web site. The information contained in the data base is also collated in
three hard copy folders which will reside in the library at the museum.

Collating these incidents has resulted in a documented data base, containing
information that points to a number of areas for future research. For example,
within the *Contact Art" section there may be other representations old and new
that deal with this subject. It would be valuable to document all the known art
containing depictions of ships, shipwrecks and early comtact events. The
intriguing assemblage of contact art found to date deserves further investigation.
There are a number of sites throughout Australia where ships are found depicted
in Aboriginal rock art and a synthesis of these sites and what they contain would
be a valuable adjunct to all contact studies. It would also be useful to collate
information on all episodes of Aboriginal/explorer contact.

Within the 'Possible Contact’ section are many occasions where it may seem that
a long bow is being drawn to include some of the cases. | would argue that it is an
absolute necessity to include all incidents where the possibility exists that the
survivors could have had contact with Aboriginal people. At present there may
not be full information about the incidents, and it is hoped that when this report is
made available to interested parties, particularly Aboriginal communities, that it
will stimulate memories to recall stories and legends that will complement the
European side of the stories, Also, further archival research into each incident
may uncover diaries and reminiscences that provide new information. This has
already occurred in the case of the ‘Unnamed Whaleboat Pt D'Entrecasteaux’.
This wreck was in the ‘Possible’ category until research into the 'Cross
Journals'245 uncovered the contact incident.

If the ‘foreign origin' theories on language and genetic disease are to be given
credence, there is a strong possibility that they arose from contact between
Aboriginals and shipwreck survivors. At this time these theories remain
unproven. The language theories are controversial and there have been rebuttals
of Gemitsen's claims.2¥% As well as porphyria variegata, another introduced
genetic disease has been found in the south west of Western Australia. This is
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Ellis-ven-Creveld syndrome and is another disorder with a high incidence among
people with a Dutch ancestry.247 It cannot be confirmed where these diseases
may have originated, without DNA testing of deceased family members and due
to cultural implications this may not be possible. 2

As for the *Verified Contact’ section, it is also hoped that more information may
be forthcoming to add to the stones already in the database. As of now,
preliminary analysis of the incidents show decided areas where contact was either
confrontational or helpful. It shows the majority of confrontational episodes took
place north of the 26th parallel. Further study will show how significant this is
and whether it is reflected in contact incidents not related Lo shipwreck survivors,
There is also evidence of more confrontational incidents between 1850 and 1875.

Appendix Three gives a visual overview of these findings,

The report also gives other insights into Aboriginal-European relations. Tn the
incidents where Aboriginals were helpful, it is apparent that European society did
not perceive them as having the same status as white people. In some cases, it was
not considered necessary (o give the names of Aboriginals concerned in reports of
the incidents. Rewards were nol monetary, and not commensurate with the event.
This is particularly noticeable in the case of the Stefano, where it appears that the
reward was deliberately not as great as it might have been, because only two lives
were saved. After the rescue of the Georgefte survivors, Sam Isaacs, too, received
a lesser award than Grace Darling, even though he put his life at the same risk.
The Aboriginals arrested as the ‘murderers’ of Bertram and Klausmann in the
Atlantis Seaplane story were given some food and tobacco. This seems little
compensation for being arrested, chained and dragged through the bush for some
days. The fact that these Aboriginals lied about murdering the aviators is an
interesting social as well as anthropological question. Similar lies were told in the
case of the Henry, although the two young men involved had more altruistic
reasons for their deceit. This creates an air of uncertainty in other instances where
Aboriginals have confessed or told of murdering Europeans, as for example, the

story of the Swan.



The compilation of this report and the accompanying data base provides a unigue
collection of information. The project has achieved its objective to provide a
cornerstone for future study. It creates an opportunity to retrieve another part of
Western Australia's history, and to be able to tell that history from two
perspectives, the European and the Aboriginal one. It now remams for the rest of
Australia to gather their contact information into similar accessible form. This
will allow further work into this little known part of Australian history. In this
way it can contribute to the process of reconciliation with our indigenous peoples.
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Appendix One:
The Data Base

The wreck incidents have been compiled into an electronic data base. At present
the data base consists of 52 wrecks, with dates ranging from 1628-1956. It is
hoped that the data base will gradually expand as more information is discovered
about each incident on such topics as:

* Survivors accounts

* Board of inguiries accounts

+ Newspaper reports

* Descriptions of the material record from archaeological analyses

* Pictorial records of the incident, by both indigenous people and survivors.
These will be scanned and added to the database.

= the indigenous tribal group linked to the incident.

=  maps of shipwreck areas and contact sites

The data base has been compiled using FileMaker Pro 3 for Macintosh software.
It is simple, easy to use and easy to modify if necessary in the future. See
illustrations on following pages for example of data entry screen. This consists of
basic fields for nume of ship, location of wreck, date and year wrecked and
nationality. Other fields were then selected that were applicable to the subject
matter of the data base:

Source: this has a ‘pop-up menu’ to allow selection of whether information
received about this incident was European or Aboriginal in origin.

Contact evidence: this has a ‘pop-up’ menu to select if contact is verified or

possible or other (i.e. contact art).



r

Type of Contact: this has a ‘pop-up’ menu to select whether contact was

confrontational or helpful, indifferent or unknown.

Associated Tribe: this field shows which Aboriginal tribe was or may have been

associated with the incident.

Source of Information: this contains a list of all known references to the

incident.

Summary of Incident: this simply tells the story of what happened.

A container field allows illustrations to be shown.
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Appendix Two:
Examples of data base lists and reports

There are currently three hard copy files. For each incident they contain a print
report from the data base together with photocopies of all relevant references
where possible. The data base allows various printed reporis to be generated.
Using the print report format creates a print out of all information on an incident.
including a list of all bibliographic references. If desired a list can be generated,
for example, a list of all verified contact incidents or all possible contact
incidents, all helpful incidents or all confrontational incidents. 1t can sort and print
a list of all incidents involving a particular Aboriginal tribe. These lists may be
printed in sorted list format or in full print report format. (See examples on
following pages.)

This data base will link up to the Australian Shipwreck data base which is
maintained at the Western Australian Maritime Museom, and will also have a link
to the Museum’s web site.



Name:af Ship

Year wrecKed
Location
Mationality
Contact avidence
Solurce

Fypeol Contact
Aszocisied tribo

Sourco of information

Sowrce: WA Maritime
Murrvim,

Frile MA J68 78 Wreek
Suabram

Sunbeam
1892 Date wracked 3/27/1892
Osborne Isiand, Admiralty Gulf

Anecdotal
Aboriginal
Confrontational
Gamberre, Miwa

Andsrson, Cathy, 1895, Haartbreak Coast, Western Fisheries, Jan-Mar, p 42-43,
Western Australian Maritime Museum, Department of Maritkne Archaeology File
MA 188 76, Wrack Sunbeam

Henderson, G., & Calms, L., 1995, Unfinghed Voyages: Westarn Australian
Shipwracks 1887-1900. University of Wastern Australis Press, Nedlands, p
197-199

Skedge, S. & Henderson, G., 1984, Sunbeam Solving the Mystery, Wastern
Way, Oct-Dec, p 26-32, Western Australian Maritime Museum, Departmant of
Maritima Archasology Fite MA168 76, Wreck Sunbeam

Lettar from M McCarthy to Marine History Information Exchange Group 15
January 1238, Western Australian Maritime Musaum, Departmant of Mariime
Archasology File MA 168 76, Wreck Sunbeam

Summary of Incident

The Sunbeam was a steam yacht that had amived In the North-West to take up a
pearking vantura in 1892. On 27 March 1852, while in Admiratty Gull, the yachi
davelopad a leak which was not able to be repaired. The Captain endeavourad
to run ashore bt the ship became stuck fast on a mudbank near Osborme
Islkand, Captain and crew look to the ship's boats and landed at Dicky Bay whore
a number of paariing schoonars were stationed. The Captain then decided to go
ta Broome In the ship's whaksboat taking nine of the craw, to inform the owners
of the ioss of tha Sunbeam. This was against the advice Irom the other pearars.
COin their way to Brooma, at one stage they irked to go ashore, but they ware
chased off by spear waving Aborigines.

This episode ks interesting not just becausa of that contact incidant, but tha Tact
that thare are two legends about the fate of the ship, one from a European point
of visw, and the other from the Aboriginal perspective. The European story ls
thal tha ship was alderly and the leak aross from cormosion In tha hull. The
Aboriginals have a differant tale. In the pearling areas it was not uncommon for
man on these ships to borrow or steal Aboriginal women. Prior to the loss of the
ship, the Sunbeam crew had apparently baen allowad soma Aboriginal women
for an agreed lime which the crew Ignored. The Aboriginal men wera
understandably angry about this and procaaded to “sing” the ship, to call upon
sarpent spirts to sink the ship, Thus the story of the Sunbeam enlered
Aboriginal legend.

The Aboriginal tribe involved could have been sither the Gamberre or the Miwa,



Western Austiralian Maritime Museum
Contact Shipwreck Database

Associated tribe report

Ship

Unnamed

Vianen

Vergulde Draeck
Boal from

Boal from de Goede
Zuyldorp

Boat from the
Unidentified at Eyre
Mercury

Carib

Three Whate Boals
Leander

Oeccator

Brothars

Emma

Nautilus

Minnie

Beriha

Enchaniress

When Where
1600s  Vicloria Harbour near
1628 near Barrow Island
1656 Ledge Poinl, north of
1658 Near Moore River mouth
1656 Near Moore River mouth
712 near Murchison River
1801 7 Wonnerup Inlat
1810-20  Ezsl of Scorpion Bight
1813 7 Shark Bay, 7 Greenough
1837 Graat Australian Bight
1838 Gantheaume Bay
1853 near Iowin
1856 N W Cape, Muiran Istand
1867 ? North West Cape
1867 7 NW Cape? Dirk Harfog
1868 Nickol Bay
1872 Farescue Island
1874 Paint Cloates
1872 Champagny Island

Tribe

Wudjari

Yual

Yual

Yua

Nhania

Wardandi

Ngatjumay, Miring

Weelman {TNnantz or Malkana)

Ngatjumay/ Miring

Nhanta, Amangu, Yuat, Wajuk

Amangu

Thalamyji

Thalamyji

Thalanyji

Jaburrara

Thalanyji

Worora

Contact type

Unkrown
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
Unkenown
Unknown
Unknown
Helpful

Helplul
Unknown
Helglul
Confrontational
Confrontational
Confrontational
Confrontational
Helpful

Helpful

Confrontational



Appendix Three:

Map of Western Australian Wreck Sites showing
Dates and Type of Contact

As mentioned in the conclusion of this report, preliminary analysis points to some
interesting aspects that warrant further investigation. The indication that
confrontational episodes were more likely to occur in the north of the state is
illustrated visually on the map on the following page.
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The Australian Contact Shipwrecks Program. A report on the completion of the

first stage in Western Australia.
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Project ethos

The shipwreck often results w0 the precipitate
abandonment ofavessel's complement on what, 1o them,
can appear as an inhospitable and [vighweaing shove. On
arral on the shore, shipwreeck survivars are aften berel
ol the wappags of power—the esseniials which catcgorise
successiul exploratory, tading o acquisitive 'landings’,

Such accautrements serve 1o enhance the status of the
visitors and could appear to the inhabianis fivst as loly
ships supporung rigging, sails and other struciures far
beyond the local inhabitant's understanding; then they
spawn smaller sailing or rowing boats, {still larger than
indigenous watercralt), carrying armed crew, some in
veremonial dress with armaments, military equipment
Hags, droms, musical instrumenis and sometimes gifts. [n
cointeast, the shipwrecked surviver most ofien arrives in a
destituie, or even an injured lform, without armament,
spunetimes without clothing, and almostalways atadisunct
physical and psychological disadvaniage.

The shipwreck then oo provide 4 useful insight wig
e ativudde of coastal indigenous peaples o unexpecied
visitons beloare the establishmest of Macassan or European
hegomony in their particular region. After time, ‘contact
activity' s less ofa true indicavon of indigenous antitudes
tiy visitors—it being skewed by earlier demonstratons of
power, by issubsequentenflorcementand the recounting
ol these sometimes brutal evenis across tribal and regional
boundaries. Nevertheless, ‘contact’ in these cases siill
provides some potentially useful insights into (he
hehaviouralboth the shipwrecked visitorand the peoples
ot whom they impinge.

The program described

e Austealian Conact Shipwrecks Program is desipned
1o histand give brief delails of those European and Asian
shipwrecks that have occurred on our islands and shores
with recagnised indigenous social contact. Commenced
i June 1997, it owes s genesis (0 a study of the
ramificavions of a landing by survivors from the VOCship
Auytdorp (1702-1712) on shores then occupied by the
Maulgana and Nhanta peoples in Wesiern Australia’s mid-
west (McCarthy, 1997),

The program is iniuzally intended w be developed as
A ‘stage one” in a range of ‘contact studies’ which would
jrravide the cornerstone for more broad-reaching studics
bw historians, archacologists, anthopologisis, regional

Aborviginal acadeinics and historians, Sounh Sed slinder
and Torves Steait Islander grovps, schools, eriesteial
avchaeolagises and other schobos,

i this pacticubar Sdata gmthiering stge, suvivors”
acrounts, sechaeotopgical wmalyses, desoopuions ol the
material record (including patntimgs by adigenos,
prople), vessels and their crews e 1o be catlopued and
presepied, wgeher with publication lst,

A compilanon and analysis of the accounts and
remimiscences of the ndigenous peoples with whom the
voyagers made contact is ol giempled, nor the exiem
and eMect of that contact on them and their socicty.
These phases are considered the premise ol Aboriginal
scholars or anthropologists with undersuandiogs, skills
anel abilities relevant an cach alfecied region and are
consitdered "Stage two'.

There ave many antecedenis to tis deaand thereare
ninmerous pullishedand anpublished rstnces, some of
which deal with the events Trom beoth o visitor el
indigenous perspectve fog. Crawdord, 1968), One
lascinatung example s the diffeviog aceamisal the loss al
the iron sieamslup Suabean (1892) at the Osborne Istands
in the Kimberley region ol Western Australia, The
Europeans involved indicate thait was purely corrasion,
while the Aboriginal people indicate that it was a 'pay-
back’ by the Spirits for social transgressions on the pareof’
the crew (Crawlord, fan, 1996, pers. comum,, Now.).

It is evident ihag, o this instanee also, Aboriginal and
European accounts are rarely in agreement, sometimes
providing quite differing accounts and useful insights.
An example s the contrast beiween the Roebourne
Resident Magisirate's reasons why Europeans were
welcomed by the faburara, Grarduma and other peoples
at Mickol Bay and the reasons prafTeced by (e Aborngines
themselves. One atributes (he welcome to the preseace
ol an Aboriginal man named Boongarece on Europcan
cxplorations or the presence of Megroes on American
whale shups (McCarthy, 1990: 130-137), while the other
indicates that the Burrup Peninsula was a traditional
welconung hridge {or all beings coming trom the sea
(Mannup, 1998, peds comm, ),

There are many potential avenuoes 1o be explored and
the extension of this study into even further stages, such
asan assessmontof contact through other means (such as
Mighed 15 foreshadowed o the vulisaiuon of the Beetram

(33




BUTLETIN AUSTEALIAN INSTITUTE FOR MARITIME ARCHAROLICY, 24

seaphine incident in the Kimberdevvegion i ihe Wesiern
Australian Stage One. The “Aeroplane Dances” knmen 1o
liave been developed alter aivcmll cvishies here and in
ihie Eastern Sees during WWHand beyond are especially
pertinent, bemg siorrineffectio the precipite bindings
ol ship-horne visitors. Further, while individual
agsessments. ol nonshipwreck maritime evends are
common, suchas Frenchand otherexplorers” comments
o there imternciion with mdigenouns pmples, a Tull
eompilation s anmalvsis of these events as a continom
stretehing infe e modern day Is awaited.

Program method
Shaprwreck comtaet events were identilicd and compiled
by Silvester lnllowing o search ol arehives at the Wesiem
Austeadion Maritome Muoseyreand an the Baiiye Lty ol
Woestern Anstralin Flistory, Alesancer Libeary, Perili, At
present the diiihase consists ol 52 wrecks, with dates
gz from TE2R=VU56, The mitial critevia lovinelugion
i the datalase was incideas of st contet’, that s,
where Aborigiasl people, Europeans or Asian visiiors
werve ieeting lor the liese time. The rescarch pacametersy
irevitably expanded a8 b became appurent i there
were many ypes ol ‘contact incident’

These incidents have been dividedinw three sections

= Verilied Conae: This section covers all known
shipwreck survivor contact incidens,

» Clonter Act: This deals with depictions referring 1o
stuprerecke, inelodig both Buropean and Aborgingl
sl

+  Possible Contacr Manyshipwreeck somvivins were foreed
Ly witlk long disenices 1o reach safery. Some of these
elistantes were such that ivseoms laghly likely that they
met with Indipenous people. There are also cases
where theee have been survivors whose Tnte is unkoown,
There are various theories aboul wlhat may have
huppened to these survivors, The danabase is a gooed
resouree o access all the informaton about these
evienis lor foriher research.

The daiabase

The "haved copy” of the database appears wothe form ol a
Report of the Depariment of Maritime Acclaaenlogy ai
the Western Austealian Maritime Musceom (Silveser,
1995), Silvester's bound, three valume set ol research
notes ace avatlable w selobrs s the Marome Muscum
library as a 'closed reserve’. Mr Michnel Murray has
assisteed in the presentadion ol the materials inan electronic
elaralase [ormand this appears on thie Moseom’s website
anhps/ Swwsenniowigovan (Mucray & Silvester, 1999).
This combined ofleving is intended 10 provide hoth a
hawd copy and elecwomic "Blueprint’ for the use ol ather
researchers and regional indigenous siikeholders in the
Australian Contact Shipwrecks Program now and in the
Iture.

The dutalise has been compiled vsing FileMake
Proy & foe Macintosh soltware. I sinple, casy o use anel
vasy W melilv, Theee ave basic lields Tor e ol shige
location of wreck, dute cond vear weeeked wnd nationalioe,
Cnher Belds were then selected thar were applicable o
the subject muner ol the database, for exinnple, e
Seree Lield, than bas o "pop-up menu’ o allow selection
ol whether mlormaion received about this incident was
Evropean or Aboriginal in origin, The Contact evidence
field hasa “pop-up” meng loselecn i contac is verilied o
possible ororher {iecontactarty. The Type ol Contaer
Deld has i “popaup’ mevn o seleen whether contact wies
comtrantational o belplul wdilerent or unknowa, The
Associnted Trilwe Geld shows which Abomgal trbe was
o oy luwe: been associied with the cdeos The
Soeree o Infovmation el contins a lst ol all koown
relepences 1o the incident, The Summany ol lneidean
field sinply twells the story ol whiae lappenee ol o
comtainer el allows ilsteations wo be shown.

The caabiase allows vrious reports o e genciaied,
The priod ce povt Tornd givess printosealall information
o thavcineidend 11 desived i ean also generie lises,
example, a lise of all verilied contact incidents o all
possible contact ineidems, all helplul ineidents ov all
conlrontational incwdens, Tecan sort and prost a tistolall
incidents invalving o paeicubie Abocbnnal tibe, These
lists vy e printed in list Loome o o Tl poni vepost
Fornmt.

Preliminaryanalysis indivates there e paneynswhich
oo avenues for lesiley investagacion, Tor examiple

*  Furtherexplovanm of the possible Do b/ Abotiginal
inncerswenon of the 17t and early [Hth centuries,

= Why were there more conleontational incrdenis
bewween [B50-1HT5

= Why were incidenis norih of the 26ih pasallel more
likely 1o be conlrontsional than in the souihz

Asindicated above, there are otherareas, suchasa lull
assessment and integeation of "explorer contact” evenns
and stories yet 1o be developed. 1 would alse be valuabie
(o document all the known st containing depictions ol
shipwrecks aod carly conet events including it
art oy regional, stae and national basis, Theve ae o
b of sites heonghout Australia where ships are
found depicied in Aboriginal rock et and o synthesis ol
these sites and what they contain would be a valughic
adjunct w all contact studies. Examples appear in
Mulvaney (1989) and elsewhere,

Conclusion

The Western Austealian phase of the Austealinn Natonal
Cantact Shipwrecks Database project has achieved s
‘Sugeone’ phjectiveto provide a dambase asa corensting
Tor future studies by sihers, The database provides an
appartinity o retneve another aspect ol Western
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Australia’s nstory, this tme ooy three perspectives; the
Eurapean, Macassan and Aboriginal.

I now renvains for the vest ol Australia wo galier their
conaet shipwreck inlormation intg a similar accessible
fem, This will allow further work inte alitde known part
ol Avsicalian history, and hopefully conibaie o (e
process of reconciliation with our indigenous people by
broadening the appreciaion and understanding of past
VIS,
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