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Background 
Site Name: F.V. Linda 

File No: 207.8 File: Moore River Wrecks 

Resume: 

John Clarke located the wreck in 1990 after talking to fishennen that had fished the 
Two Rocks area for many years. 
A few artefacts were collected and retained. The position was recorded by radar 
distances. One ofthe purposes of this 1996 inspection was to establish an accurate GPS 
position and include it in the Wanneroo wreck trail brochure. 
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Technical Data 

Site Name: Linda Date lost 20110/60 

Date of Inspection: 12111196 
Personnel: John Clarke (Skipper), Ray Krakouer , Corioli Souter 
OIC 

Approximate Location 6.25 n.m. NW of Two Rocks Marina. 

GPS. (Datum Used .Aust... ) 

Chart No: Aus 754 Lat: 31" 25.076 'S Long: J 15· 29.974 'E 

File No: 207 .80 File Name: Moore River Wrecks 

Sailing Directions: Launch at south end of Two Rocks MaIina then 6.25 n.m. NW 
avoiding reefs. 

Visual Transits:(Specify direction looking towards, e.g. NE 
1. Photo 
2 . Photo: 

Site Photographs: 
Colour: Fuji colour 
Transit Photos: 
Video: John Clarke on fIle. 

Site Conditions on inspection 

Depth: 2-3m (Dive Profiles, Appendix 6) 
Sea and Swell: Slight 
Surge: Slight 
Visibility: 1O-15m 
CUlTent: Slight towards the south 

.. 

Sea-bed coverage e.g. weed, sand :Reef bottom with substantial weed growth and sand 
patches. 
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Chemical Measurements 

Temperature: 20" 
Salinity: No measurements taken 
Ph: Ditto 
Dissolved 02: Ditto 
Corrosion Potentials (Reading and location): Ditto 

Biological Data : 

Colonising fauna: Various algaes colonise the limestone reef and a wide variety of small 
reef fish inhabit the site. 

Site Condition and Integrity: High energy environment without m uch structure 
remaining. Most of the structure and artefacts have moved from their original position 
due the site environment. 

Management considerations : 

(i) Natural Forces e.g. Sea-bed composition, Depth of Burial of site, Seasonal site 
exposure, etc.: The remaining components are likely to remain in the condition found 
on inspection. Little of the wreck is buried and ongoing degradation of the metal is 
expected at a slow rate. 

(ii) Present and future Human forces e.g. Diver Accessibility, Attractive loose artefacts, 
Evidence of interference.: Since the inclusion of the Linda in the Wreck Access 
program more diver visitation is probable. This may promote some fossicking for 
attefacts 

(iii) Projected General site Stability in view of the above: The site has not greatly 
changed since the initial inspection in 1990. The site, however is aggressive and the 
continuous degradation of remaining artefacts over the long term is inevitable. 
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Description of Site 
(including Seabed Topography and form at Site) 

The Lindn lies on top of the shallow reef platform on a north south axis with the bow to 
the north. (From engine, gearbox, shaft alignment.). The wreckage is in a depth 2-3 
metres in a saucer shaped depression on top of the reef (See site plan). The site almost 
always has white water and at low tide part of the reef to the nOlth west of the wreck is 
exposed. 

Some material has been washed over the inside rim of the reef most notably, the 
remains of one tank. 

One engine has been salvaged leaving an empty mount. Propellers, anchors and chain 
have also been salvaged. Among the remaining structural components is, an inspection 
port, prop shaft, ladder, tanks, rail ballast, engine block, water tight door and a cray 
winch. 

" 

WHITE WATER OVER SITE 

PHOTO BY CORIOLI SOUTER_ 
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EXHAUST - WATER INJECTION BOX 

ENGINE IN THE BACKGROUND 

. LARGE TANK - WATER OR FUEL? 

PHOTOS BY CORIOLI SOUTER. 6 
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PROPELLER SHAFT? 

J.CLARKE WITH LEAD BATTERY PLATE. 
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SITE PLAN"F.V.LIND~e NOVEMBER 1996 
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Material Raised 
In 1990 a number of non ferrous fastenings were retrieved from the site. A tank lid and 
some timber samples were collected. 

During the 1996 inspection a gearbox identification plate was recovered revealing that 
the gearbox was made by Twin Disc Clutch Company in Racine Wisconsin, U.S.A., 
exclusively for the Gray Motor Marine Co. 

A tea spoon was also recovered from the site along with a skin fitting , hose fitti ng and 
timber samples. A fitting which is probably part of the toilet lid hinge was also 
identified 
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ARTIFACTS RECOVERED IN 1990 

PHOTOS BY JOHN CLARKE. 9 



ARTIFACTS RECOVERED 12/11/96. 
" 

LHS - GEARBOX ID PLATE. (SEE NEXT PAGE) 

RHS - TEA SPOON. 
PHOTOS BY J OHN CLARKE. 
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GEARBOX ID PLATE AFTER CONSERVATION. 

< 

PHOTOS BY JON CARPENTER. 
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PHOTOS BY J OHN CLARKE 
, ? 



Site Identification Comments 

Historical Precis of vessel identified and cause of its loss: The Linda was 
a 72 ft harbour defence motor launch (smaller than the Type B Fairmile). (Navy 
communications; Appendix l)(Appendix 2).The vessel was returning to Geraldton from 
Fremantle to participate in the Cray Season. The loss of the Linda was recounted by the 
only survivor Les Sommerfield of Geraldton. He stated that he was dead on course to 
Geraldton by the compass and that it was possible that there had been insufficient 
allowance for current drift. (See Newspaper article dated Saturday October 22. 1960 
Appendix 3) 
Both the Department of Transport and the Department of Fisheries had no infOlmation . ' 
on this vessel. (Appendix 4) 
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Wreck- site History 
(i) Contemporary Salvage: It has been suggested that the oIiginal salvage was caITied 
out by cray fisherman Bob Hugill, (now deceased). 

(ii) When found in modem times and by whom (usually reporters) : The vessel was 
reported in 1990 by Mr John Clarke after talking to fishermen who had fished the Two 
Rocks area for many years. At that time W.A.M.M. had no information on the vessel or 
the wreck event. 

(iii) Modern diver use, if any.: Recreational dive site for local charters in low swell .. 
conditions. 

14 



Assessment of Site Significance 

(i) Archaeological: At this point, being a modem wreck the site does not have 
substantial archaeological significance. 

(ii) Technological: The Linda is an example of a type of massed produced vessel 
supplied to the Navy. 

(iii) Scientific: The wreck shows the deterioration of a vessel in a high energy, shallow' 
water site. 

(i v) Educational: None 

(v) Recreational: A good recreational second dive in low swell. 

(vi) Cultural: Further research might reveal the Naval History of this vessel. It should 
be noted that after WWII these vessels were sold off to many types of services 
including cray fishing and ferries. A similar vessel the Norwegian Bay is wrecked at 
Wedge Island. (Appendix 5) 

Analysis of this particular wrecking led to the formal readdressing of distress call 
response. Every distress call must now activate rescue activity prior to identification of 
the vessel. 

15 



Recommendations 
(i) Include the GPS position in Wanneroo Wreck Access Program. 

(ii) Visit the site periodically as part of a wreck inspection program 

(iii) Wood samples currently held in conservation could be identified to detelmine the 
likely origin of the vessel. 
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SMALLCRAFT 
LOT 99 HARDY COURT, TWO ROCKS, W.A. PHONE/FAX: (09) 5611588 

Proprietor: JOHN CLARKE - Incorporating Sun City Sea Charters and Ocean Park 

HR VIC JEFFERY 
NAVY PUBLIC AFFAIRS (W.A.) 
FAX: 5500454 

DEAR VIC, 
RE : FAIRMILE MOTOR LAUNCHES. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FAX DATED: 5/12/96. 

YOUR BRIEF SVMHARY WILL BE INCLUDED AS BACKGROUND IN OUR REPORT. 

SINCE SPEAKING TO YOU HANY HORE DETAILS ABOUT THE WRECKED "LINDA" 
HAVE COHE TO LIGHT. IN THE PAST THERE HAS BEEN SOHE CONFUSION 
BETWEEN THE "LINDA" AND ANOTHER WRECKED FAIRHILE "NORWEGIAN BAY". 
(SEE COpy OF ATTACHED LETTER). 

IT IS NOW FAIRLY CERTAIN THAT 
HARBOUR DEFENCE HOTOR LAUNCH 
A GEAR BOX ID PLATE RECOVERED 

THE "LINDA" STARTED LIFE AS A 72FT 
(SHALLER THAN THE TYPE 'B'FAIRHILE) 
FROH THE WRECK SITE INDICATES THAT 

THE LINDA WAS POWERED BY TWO "GRAY HARINE" DIESEL HOTORS. 
THIS WOULD INDICATE THAT IT HIGHT BE VESSEL No 1171 - 1194 OR 
1315 -1320. ( NATURALLY THE VESSEL COULD HAVE BEEN RE-POWERED WITH 
GRAY MARINE MOTORS SOME TIME BEFORE WRECKING). FROM THIS VESSEL 
LIST THE FOLLOWING CAN BE REMOVED BECAUSE THEY WERE EITHER LOST 
PRIOR TO 1960 OR STILL OPERATIONAL AFTER 1960 :- 1179, 1190, 1191 
1192, 1193, 1194. THIS LEAVES 24 VESSELS ON OUR LIST. 

UNFORTUNATELY, NEITHER DEPT. OF TRANSPORT NOR DEPT. OF FISHERIES 
HAVE ANY RECORDS OF THIS VESSEL. 

I AM LED TO BELIEVE THAT "GRAY MARINE" MOTORS WERE NOT FITTED TO 
AUSTRALIAN B"UILT 72FT HARBOUR DEFENCE MOTOR LAUNCHES, BUT THAT 
SOME WERE USED IN NEW ZEALAND. 

CAN YOU ADD ANYTHING MORE TO TIE DOWN THE ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF 
THE "LINDA"? WOULD YOU HAVE THE CONTACT ADDRESS FOR NAVY P.R. 
IN NEW ZEALAND? 

THANK YOU AGAIN FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTION, AND WISHING YOU ALL THE 
BEST FOR THE FESTIVE SEASON. 

YOURS 
FAITHFULLY, ~~~. 

JOHN F.CLARKE 

10TH DECEMBER 1996. 

2 0 



Appendix 2 

Extract from Allied Coastal Forces ofWWII Voll : Fainnile Designs & V.S. 

Submarine Chasers 
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05,.12 ' 96 15 : 00 FAX 61 9 55004 54 NAVY P.R. 

To: Mr John Clarke 

From: Vic Jeli'el)', Navy Public Affairs (WA) 

FAIRMILE TYPE 'B' MOTOR LAUNCHES 

A total of 35 units were constructed for the Royal Australian Navy between 1942-44. 
They were :tv1L 424-431 and ML 801-827. 

141001 

The RAN Fail1niles distinguished themselves in the ' Island' war to the north of 
Australia, particularly in support of the Australian 6th Division in its operations against 
the Japanese along the north east coast of New Guinea. 

In this region, as well as in the waters farther north, the Fainniles engaged in patrol and 
convoy duties; they carried troops, ammunition, stores and mails, and were employed in 
many intelligence missions. During these operations ML 430 was lost off Biak on 15th 
August, 1944, and ML 827 became the RANs final war loss when she sank 011 19 
November, 1944 - three days after her grounding off New Britain. 

All remaining 33 RAN Motor Launches were sold out of service in 1947. 
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1965 "Boat for Island Service - A sixth passenger boat for the Rottnest Island service 
arrived at Fremantle from Brisbane during the weekend. It is the 170-ton former 
Moreton Bay pilot boat, Captain Heath, owned by Norman Hunt (32) and his 
brother Douglas (24) . The brothers came to W A last June and bought and 
operated the Islander between Perth, Fremantle and Rottnest. .... sailed the 
Captain Heath the 3,500 miles. The boat will need some modification before it can 
pass underneath the Fremantle rail and road bridges. It is expected to be in service 
in time for the net Christmas holidays and will carry up to 400 passengers." (W A, 
24 May 1965, p20) 

1966 "The Ferries to Rottnest - The three [?] Rottnest Island ferries, Islander I, Islander 
II, and the Katameraire, carried nearly 35,000 passengers last year. Only one, 
however, was originally designed as a passenger ferry." 
Islander I - Hunt brothers own, originally built during war as submarine chaser 
(ML 826), worked off W A coast armed with 20 depth charges, built by Norman 
Wright of Brisbane in 1943, belonged to the Fairmile B class. Borthers owned 
Islander I for 18 months, originally owned by Mr E P McGann and Mr G M 
McGann, 18 knots top, one of fasted in Australia, 2 x 630hp V 12 petrol engines, 
fittings made from copper and bronze, use of Islandr on Rottnest run ensured 
wood in perfect condition due to salt water (wood rot); carried 22,000 passengers 
in 1965, load 275 passengers, inured for £28,000. 
Islander II - owned by Hunt bros, orig Captain Heath, £8,000 spent 
modifications, built 1944, carries 310 passengers, insured £22,000. 
Katameraire - catamaran ferry, only in austrlaia, owned by Mr A W Kitcher, 
passengers act as ballast, more passengers more stable, 300hp V8 engines, 11 
knots, 125 passengers; Kitcher ran Temaraire for 6 years, on Rotto run for 10 
years. 
(W A, 31 Jan 1966, p5) 

1973 "Islander Sold to Rival - The ferry Rottnest Islander has been sold to the Rottnest 
Passenger Service (Katameraire) Pty Ltd, the owner of the other two passenger 
boats servicing the island", no comp for first time in 17 years, RI would be kept 
on Rottnest run, opeated by West Coast Ferries pi (subs id of RPS) ; RI owned by 
Hunts, bought in 1964; also taken over glass-bottomed Seaviewer, opeates from 
Rottnest; Kitchers claims can provide a btter service, as will be able to run ferries 
more time effectively; Kitcher recalls competition always hard, ill-feeling between 
owners; marine enquiry into ramming of ferry on river; in 1972 122,000 people 
travelled by ferry to Rottnest, 70% carried by RPS, return fare $4; Western Isle 
being built, intro comp. 
(WA, 12 April 1973, pi) 
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The 72ft harbour defence motor launch 

The 72ft HDML has been included-here even though it was con
ceived before the Fairmile organisation was properly in being , he
cause it nevertheless was an important'" naval moto r launch type. 
The HDML was constructed using normal shipbuilding praclic'c, 
rather than from prefabricated kits in the manner of the other 
Fairmile ML types 

I n late 1939 the Admiralty prepared the design of a small wooden 
motor launch which , armed with depth charges. asdic (sonar) and a 
small gun, would be used to protect estuaries and harhours against 
infiltration by enemy submarines. 

The Admiralty requirements were for a craft not exceeding 72ft 
in length, and thus ca pable of being shipped abroad as deck cargo 
for operations wherever such vessels were required, particularly in 
less hostile holding operations. 

The design was of round bilge form with the hu!l subdivided 
into eight watertight compartments, with the short hull having !WO 

underslung rudders for maximum manoeuvrability against an 
underwater target in a confined area. 

The HDMLs were to be driven by two diesel engines, ;md a 
number of diffe rent makes were used: nud a I.:\nova, GleniHer, 
Hercules , Gray, Cardner, or - as shown in these drawings -
Thornycroft designs. The horsepower was from 130 to ISO each, 
depending upon make, which gave a maximum speed of 11 to 12 
knots on a displacement of some 46 to S4 tons . 

Hull construction was of double diagonal plunking with formed 
transverse timbers, outside longitudinal stringers and reinforcing 
timbers at intervals inside the stringers. This sys tem of framing 
proved to be both s tro ng and very resilient, verified by the fact that 
3 small number of HDMLs are still in existence as yachts. 

128 

Early boats were planked with mahogany, but when this became 
SCllTce it was necessary to use larch for planking, which in some 
cases led to leaky boats (and was specially subject to dry rot). The 
use of larch was discontinued as soon as the supply of mahogany 
improved. 

Asdic was to be stand;lrd equipment, ;lnd in general the class was 
armed with a single 3·pounder Mark I mounting or the 2·pounder 
sub-calib re gun, carried forward of the bridge. Luer, when supply 
hecamc easier for the HN, and with both home·built and US Lend
Le,lse gu ns available, a s ingle 20mm Oerlikon mounting was also 
carried aft. Early units had whatever could be found for close-range 
defe nce , usually onc or tWO .303 in Lewis guns or a stripped Lewis 
on a pedestal mount, or .303in Hotchkiss guns. Later, again as 
supply improved, two twin .303;n Vickers gas-operated mountings 
were also carried in the bridge wings . Later again the armament 
was further improved by the retrofitting of a second 20mm for
ward. Other boats carried a 2-poundcr Mark I le mounting, a 
weapon dating from between the wars. 

The normal offensive punch was eight depth charges , which 
were dropped over the !>;des from the s tandard depth charge chute. 
A bOl( of grenades \ViiS usually carried on th e upper deck for close 
defence, to prevent boarders. 

The main fue l tanks held 1250 gallons in four tanks situated 
forward o f the engine room, combined with 300 gallons in the en-

M I. 10.11 ill Sepum/u:r 19,/{). Ilflllld with (J 

.1-p"'mder IWork I j"fwnrJ, a . .I0.1i" lIatfhkiu !fll" 

(1ft (1IId d;:11l deplh dU/fl!~J . ,vatr tire udurtd ap~" 

bridl!~.Jj the rod)" u"iIJ. illlpcri:ll \Var Muscum 
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Nos 1338-47 and 1352-59 were for the RAN, with 1348-51 for the 
RNZN and the remainder, 1360-67, for the RN on Lend-Lease. 
The th ree UK -built boats were fo llowed by hoth locfllIy -huilt units 
and US -built boat s during 1944-45. During the war these II OM L~ 
served as far afield as New Guinea, Borneo, Timor and the Philip
pines. By 1948 nineteen boats had been paid-off and sold, and four 
transferred to the RN in 1950 (and later to the Ph ilippines Navy). 
One was wrecked in August 1952 and another sold in 1958. Three 
units (M L s 132 1,1324 and 1325) were reclassified as Seaward D e 
fence Boats and unde rwent modernisation refits, being lengthened 
by approximately 8ft (amidships), and having new diesel engines. 
The first was sold In August 1971, the second dismantled in 19R2 
and the las t, 1325, unarmed, was still il1 se rvice as a general
purpose tcnder in 1984. 

The Royal New Zealand Navy acquired a tOtal of sixteen units: 
the four noted above, four budt to Burnhilm-on -Crouch in the U K 
and eight constructed in two boat ya rds 10 Cairo. Onc o ther, M L 
1090, was allocated in June 1942, but W<lS lost the following month 
while being transported out. Postwar, those thflt were retained were 
re-engined and the upperwo rks modified, and used for inshore 
survey wo rk unt il the late 1970s. 

Eight units ( I 197- 1204), ordered on 15 November 1941 in South 
African boatY<lrds for the RN, were transfe rred to the Sou th Afri
can Navy before completion, to be joined by a further three boats in 
1944 (1330- 1332). 

The Royal Netherlands Navy gathered together a number as the 
Wflr in Europe drew to a close. Of sixteen orde red from American 
yards under Lend-Lease, si x were supp lied on comple ti on, fol
lowed by another seven from both British flnd US sources, two 
more in 1946 and three more the following year. 

The Greek Navy bo rrowed or purchased seven 72ft M Ls, six in 
1945 and an additional unit in 1947. Burma found them ideal craft 
for their new peacetime navy. First the Burmese RNV R was pro
vided with four in 1945, then these boats were presented to th e 
G overnment as gifts and followed by a total of thirteen more pur
chased the following year. :'-learer home , Ital y purchased eight in 
1946, Portugal bought two for M<lcao in April 1947, and eight were 
purchased by China the same year. :vIa laya found them very usefu l 
for he r long coastline , purchasing nine between 1947 and 1958. 

Other nations purchased the HDlVILs in small numbers during 
1946; the Palestine Government two, the Palestine Police two, Is-

HDMI, f234 in October 1942, wit h Ihe typical 

armameNt fit oj Ihe perirld. Imper ial \VAr Museum 

THE 72FT HARBOUn DEFENCE MOTOR LAUNCH 

I1 DIll/I, 1140 m J ldy 19./J , arlv,·" by the Fu~ 

French . NolI' l/tr spr/II/dr 4 UN rnlhl/!t (Ill tI", upprr 

d{'CH. An IJjj. /(I(u/l'd /./I, rrly J/UfJ rail hI' uell III 11,1' 

lJ(lcHj!,mmd. Imrcrial \Va r Musl'urn 

me l onc, the Singapore Customs two, and a single unit was obtained 
for the Penang Pilot Se rvice. In 1947 the Pakistan Navy purchased 
fou r and in 1958 the Philippine Navy bought five. >Jigeria bought a 
si ngl e unit in 1959 and Iran purchased three, onc during 1948, 
another the followin g yea r and the last in 1956. 

Harbour De fence Motor Launch da ta 

Numbers ML 1001-1600. 
Dimensions Length 72ft (oa) , 70ft (pp) , beam 15ft: draught 4ft Gin to 

51\6in. 
Displace ment 46 tons, 54 tons deep load. 
Machinery Twin dtesel engines with six different manufacturers 

used: 300bhp Gardner, 320bhp Glenifler, 330bhp Gray, 480bhp 
Hercules, 300bhp Buda Lanova or 260bhp Thornycroft. 
A Stuan 24 -volt lighting set was fi lted. 

Speed "-12 'h knots maximum. 11.4 knots continuous (according to 
make). 

Range 1000 naulical miles at 12 knots, 2000 at 10 knots. 
Fuel capacity 1500 gallons, with provision fo r additional long·range 

deck tanks of 200 gallol)s. 
Heating and cook ing Paralfin cooking range; coal stoves for mess· 

deck heating. A paraflin·burning refrigeralor was fit1ed for 
overseas postings. 

Communicat ions WIT and asdic; Type 29 1 radar and Type 253 IFF 
fitted later. 

Comple me nt Two officers, two petty olficers, eight to ten ratings. 
Arm ament One 3-pounder Mark I mounting or one 2-pounder Mark 

IX mounting, two .303in Lewis or s tr ipped Lewis guns, eight depth 
charges. A single 20mm Oerlikon was added by 1943, with two 
20mm mountings later'. By 1945 the majority had two 20mm or one 
2-pounder and one 20mm. four .303in Vickers GO Mark I (two 
twins). plus tour 10 eight depth charges . 
Other armamenl variations included: (84 boats) one 3-pounder, 
one 20mm, four MGs, eigh t depth charge s; (46 boats) two 20mm 
(singles), four MGs , eight depth charges; (50 boats) two .5in MGs 
(two singles), one 20mm, eight depth charges; (22 boats) one 
3·pounder, one 2·pounder, one 20mm, four MGs, eight depth 
charges: (13 boats) one 40mm (Bolors), one 20mm, four MGs, 
eight depth charges. 

131 
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ALLIED COASTAL FORCES 

~L Bui lder E n rin es 
8 o rde red 15. 11.4' · 
1213 525 
1214 525 
1215 525 

1216 52S 
1217 525 
1218 525 
1219 525 
1220 525 

160. dered 17. 12.41 
1221 37 Ga 
1222 37 Ga 

'223 
1224 
1225 

"". 
1227 

1228 
,,29 

"'0 
1231 
1232 

"" 1234 

'23' "'. 

" , , 
39 

'9 

'9 

'9 

" 3' 

23 
23 

8 orde red 18 ,1 2. 41 

1231 6 
1238 6 
1239 

1240 
1241 

1242 
1243 

1244 

6 
6 ,., 
" " " 16 ordere d 21.2.42 

Th 

TO 
G, 
G, 

Th 

TO 

Th 
Th 
G, 
G, 
TO 
Th 

Th 
Th 

To 

Th 

l' 
Th 
To 

Th 
To 

To 

1245 <Ill Ga 
1246 

1247 

1248 
1249 

"50 

"" "" 1253 

"', 
"" ",. 
1257 

"58 
1259 

'260 

m 
m 
..::7L 

'9 
'9 
'9 
'9 
'9 
39 
6 
6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

G, 
To 

Th 
G, 
G, 
G, 
G, 
G, 
G, 
To 

Th 
Th 
G, 
G, 

G, 

Comple te d 

6 8.42 
9 343 
9 343 

", 
6 8 42 

1210.42 

24 11 42 

23. 1.43 

1910.42 
3.1:<' 42 
7.1042 

2311 42 

2.10.42 
19.10.42 
4 942 

21 1042 

30 742 

17 9.42 
14 lQ,42 

141142 

5 243 
31. 4 ,43 

29 5.43 
20 843 

3 443 
14 443 

22 <143 
2 643 

11 11 42 

t, 1242 
25 143 
19 243 
5 ' 4,43 

15. <143 

111242 

18 1.43 

18 243 
1 443 

26 4.43 

28. 6.43 
1:1 ord ered 29.3,42. rOt the R oy:>! India n Navy 

1261 9 Th 1811<15 
1262" 9 Th 11.45 

1263 9 Th 16 1.45 
1264 9 Th 

" 1265 36 Th 28 944 

,,~ J6 
__ ~"' J6 

Th 

" 
7.11 44 

11 3.44 

~~ 

Fare 

Lost on StOC~s at lall 01 Singapore. 2 42 

lost ()(l stoc~s at 1all of Singapore. 2 42 
Lost on Slocks at fall of Sngapore. 242 

Lost on Slocks at tall of Singapore. 242 

Lost on stOCks at tall 01 Singapore. 2 42 

lost on slocks al fall ot Srngapote. 2 42 

Lost ()(l Slocks al ta ilor Singapore. 2 42 

lost on stocks at fall of Su1gapore. 2 42 

Greek Blzani. Ot1lQan 22 e 45. lor dIsposal 1962 
$Qjd 1946 

French 'JP3 1945 
Sold t947 . .. yachl 5JrlIa Clara 
French VP12 1944 

Mined 011 A/exanaropohs 4 1045 (Eastern 

Medllerranean) 
Sunk by gunl~e 01 German surface clatt 011 

P,raeus 5 1044 
French VP6 1944 

Sold 1946. '" Frerxh VP749 
Scultled ott Malla. 9 46 
Free French 30,8 43, ~ VP23, .. French VP758 

Sold 1946 
Free French 1 643. '" vP3 
For disposal 1 46 al Gibraltar 
For disposal I 46 at Glbral13r 

Sold 1947. '" yachl Neba 

Scunled oil Malla 9 46 
Sold 11 46 
To !\aly 26 3 46 

Free FrenOr 1 643. '" VPd 
$cul1led oH Mana 9 46 

For disposal 9,46 
To Turkey 18 11 43. '" lMS 

LOSl on lIanslllrom Ihe UK 25 11 43 

To Turkey 26 1043. '" LM7 
To the Palestrne PolICe 5 1 46 

Sold 3 47 
To Singapore Customs 4 7 46. ~ Pa~h 

Free French 16443. '" 'JPl 
Free French 16 1243 . .. VP10 

To lIaly 26 2 46 
Greek FarsaJa on lOan 9 11 45, sold 1962 

Sold 11 46 

Mediterranean Survey Un'l 1 1946. sold 9 47 
Sold 1 46 at Freetown 

To Turkey 7,8 43, ,, LM3 

Sold 5 46 ... yachl Mallca 1948 

Sold 3 47 
Hull damage 10 44, paldol!31 1044 lobe 

broken up 
Sold 10 Holland 1946 

Royal Pak~lan Navy 1947,,, ML3S17 1951 

Royal PaklSlan Navy 1947, = ML3S18 1951 

Royal Pakislan Navy 1947, .. Ml3519 1951 

Cancelled 1945 
Sold 1947 
Royal Pakislan Navy 1947 .• ML3520 1951 
Sold 1947 

. It IS doubtful ,f any ot these eIght wele In lact laid 
00w" 

/10,\11. I~JUM 194.1 '" Ma'uill~: I>y Ihi' I>"" ,h. 

had I>trum, Ih, Fa, hauh VP J. N"'r 11r, duarl 0/ 

rlr, !'f>l>k~J" IU~ . Impe.ial War ;\lu.cum 

IfDML 1!94 I~July /943. SIr< "'''' /mIlt 1». tltt 

S"".:r Ship Bu"di", Co""","y a' Slrortlraltf. 
Imperr.1 War MUSeum 

,,'" " Th 
42 ord('red 24.4.42 

1269 23 Ga 
1270 23 

1271 23 
1272 23 
1273 

1274 

1275 4 

1276 37 

1277 37 

1278 37 

1279 12 

1280 12 
1281 ~9 

12B2 49 

1283 52H 
1284 52H 
1285 52H 
1286 52H 
1287 52H 

1288 52H 
12B9 52H 
1290 52H 
1291 52H 

1292 51 
1293 51 
1294 51 

1295 51 
1296 33 
1297 3J 

1298 33 
1299 33 

"00 
1301 

'30' 
'30' 
1304 57 
1305 57 
1306 57 

1307 57 
1308 11 

1309 11 
1310 11 

6 o . du('d )1.8.42 

1315' 41 
1316 
1317 

1318 

1319 

"'0 

" 
" " 
" " 

G, 
G, 
G, 

" 
" Th 
G, 
G, 
G, 

G' 

G' 

" " " 
'" l' 
Th 

" " Th 

" 
" G, 
G, 
G, 
G, 
G' 
G' 
G' 
G' 
G, 
G, 

G, 
G, 
G, 
G, 
G, 
G, 
G' 
G' 
G' 

G, 
G, 
G, 
G, 
G, 
G, 

29 1.45 

", 
1 4 43 

22 4.43 
5 7,43 

6 343 
23 143 

21 643 

21 1 43 

20 343 

20 543 

24 11 43 
25 444 

19 543 
26 743 

25 343 

", 
27 443 

22 443 
25 643 

26 543 
2 7,43 

23 743 
2B. 843 

8 6.43 
1 643 

20. 743 

12 11.43 
29 143 
10 443 

17 6.43 
5 843 

20 143 
6 4,43 

19 443 
15 643 
20 4.43 , " 
13 8.43 
20 943 
4 943 

'" 
'" 

15 545 

30 545 
19 645 

30 6.45 , " 
31 745 

6 orde re d 27,6. ~2 fo r n oyal AUII.alian N a vy 

-1321 43 B 111143 

.1322 43 (3 17 144 

1323 32 6 21 1.44 
- 1324 
~ 1325 

- 1326 

" 29 
29 

B 

• 
B 

12 6,44 
4 11 43 

19 1.44 
) ordered 24.5.43 (0. Royal AU51 . a lian Navy 

- 1327 32 B 29 5.44 

- 1328 32 8 16 \ ,45 
_1329 " • 14 644 

SoJd 1947 

Sold 8 46 

Sotd 1946 

Sold 5.40,,, Madonna Ta Pompe! 
Lent 10 Burma 6.45. sOld to BUlma 1.48 
French VP62 1946 

'" F0B62, $Old 14.6.48 
For disposal 1947 al Singapore 
,. F0863: SOld 7 47 

To Israel 1946 

For d isposal 1946: SOld , ,, yacht 
Lady Walrus 
• FOB70. '" Ml351 I; SOld 1948, = Islandu 
,. ML3503: sold 1958 . .. Lady El/en 

Sold 13 1049 
To Turkey 26.10.43.,. LM6 

To WO 1946: SOld. z Amanda Mary 1948 
Sold 11 46 ... yaCh! Nejffl 

To Singapore Governmenl 16.7 ~6 
10 Burma 2 4,46 

10 Singapore Cusloms 6 7 46 
To Panang pilolS 1946 

LOSl 25, 11,43 on passage abroad 
Sold 1946 
Sold 1946 

Greek o.slralonon k)an 4.9 45: sold 1962 
Sold 10 France 1.7.46101 Indo China 
To Turkey 26. 10 43,,, LM5 

.. FOB74," ML35 12. sold 17 I 1 58 
To TurkeV 7 8.43, .lM4 
$old 1946 
Sold 10 Burma Government 2,4,46 

Burma RNVR 8.45: sold 10 a..Jlma 1946 

'" FD664. sold 6 48 
.. Mediterranean Survey Unil 2 1946.,. SML352 

{Medal; sold 25.6.66 
Sold 11 46 ... Sanla Kaleflna 

Cannibalised 5.46 in India 
BUlma RNVFl 8.45; gIft 10 Burma 1 48 

Sold 1947. ~ yacht Lewina 
Burma RNVR 6 45; gill 10 Burma 1 48 
Greek Kanaon loan 11 45, 101' disposal 1961 

Sold 5 46 <11 Gibrallar 

" FOB 75. SOld 14448 
~ FOB 79, sold 1947,,, yachl The Bee 

.. FD640. tor diSposal 1946 

.. F0841. tOf disposal 1946 

= FOB42: IOf disposal 1946 

• FOB43, len! WO 1945: tor disposal 1946 

"FOB44: ta< disposal 1946 
~ F0645, ta< dIsposal 1946 

{Ccfflmlssionedj sold 7 71 

(Commrssoonedj lo Ph~ipp.nes Navy 1958 

(Commlssionedjlo Iran 21.6.56 

(Commossioned) I~ted 10 1964 
{Commossionedj hSled 1964 

(Commissionedjlo Phi lippines Navy 1958 

(Commtssroned) 10 f'Mipplnes Navy 1958 
(Ccfflmissioned) 10 Philippines Navy 1958 

(Commissioned) 10 Philippines Navy 1958 

T U E 72FT IIARBOIIR D E' 

' 4 (MLs 1311- 131 41f 
III Ceylon, cancelled 



ALLIED COASTAL FORCFS 

ML Builde r Engines 

4 o rdered 27.11.4ll 

1105 Ga 

' Hl6 
1107 

, >0. 

2 

2 
2 

Ga 
Ga 
Ga 

Comple'ed 

3. 3.43 
3 8.43 

30 11.43 

6 644 
12 ordered 8. 1.42 fo r rh", R o yal Ind ian Navy 

1109 36 GI 15 5.44 

1110 

1111 

1112 

111 3 

1114 

11 15 

1116 

t 117 

1113 

1119 

36 

36 
25 

25 
>0 

" 9 

9 
27 

27 
1120 19 

46 o rd"n:d 30.5.41 

1121 51 

1122 51 

1123 51 
1124 51 

1125 6 

"26 
1127 
1128 

"29 
1130 

1131 

1132 

1133 

113~ 

113~ 

1136 

113 7 

"38 
1139 

1 140 

114 1 

1142 

1143 

11~4 

1145 

11~6 

1147 

11<18 

\ 149 

"5D 
115 1 

1152 
1153 

"'" 1155 

"56 
1157 

"58 
1 \59 

'H30 
1161 

1162 

6 

6 
6 

52H 
52H 

52H 

52H 
52H 
52H 

52H 
52H 

m 
m 
'7T 

8 

• 
57 
5, 

57 
57 

37 

" 
7 

7 

" " 32 

" 23 
23 
49 

" 
" 

GO 
GO 
GO 

G' 
G' 
G ' 
G' 
G ' 
G' 
G' 
G' 

rh 
rh 
rh 
r h 
Ga 

Ga 
Ga 
Ga 
rh 
Th 
rh 
Th 
Ih 

Th 
Ih 

rh 
I h 

rh 
Ga 
Ga 
Ga 
Ga 
Ga 
Ga 
Ga 
I h 

rh 
Ga 
Ga 
Ga 
Ga 
Ga 
Ga 
Th 

'h 
G' 
G' 
Th 

rh 
rh 
rh 

Ga 

1. 5.44 

6" 
6 . 12.44 

24. 12.44 

21 144 

10 6 43 
4 44 

23 344 
11 11 44 

27 7.44 
22 743 

10 7.42 
29 5.42 

2 842 
2 1042 

28 4 <12 

21 5.42 

9 6 42 

30 642 
23 4 42 

30 442 
12 542 

13 642 

27 642 

13 842 
18 942 

22 10 47 
10. 942 

17 11 42 

3 742 
19 642 

12 10.42 
4 742 

20 842 

1011 42 
26 11 42 

6 642 
22 542 

23 442 
29 542 

10 542 

6'2 
742 

18 842 

30 I 43 

4A3 
10 11 42 

30.12A2 
11 542 
8 642 

4 642 
842 

14 542 

Fate 

'" Ml3502. " Malay Sri Trengg:mu 1949 

Sold 10 POrlugal20.4.47 for Macao 
Sold 4 48 

Sold 10 Portugal 20A 4710r Macao 

Sold 1947 

", Ml3110851 
$old 1947 

.. Ml3112851 

Sold 1947 
For disposal 1 I 46 

FOI disposal 11 46 
For d isposal l1A6 

", Ml 31178.5 1 
", ML3118851 

LOST 7 1044 in Ind,an wale,s 
Sold 1947 

LOS1 - loundered 011 Panrellaria 31 12.43 
Sold 1946 

Solo 10 46 
To Turkey 1943, '" LMl 

Royal AUSTraioan Navy 1943; RoyallnOlan Na\l'f 
1941" sold 1947 

SoiO Palesl lne Pol ice 27 .6 46 
Free FrenCh 16 11 43, '" FrenCh Vpg 1944 

French VP6 1944 
Royal Auslrallan Na\l'f 7 11 42. solo 10 12 47 

Sold 1946 
Sold 1946 

Free French 20 9 43. " French VP8 1944 
rree French 1 9 43, '" Frcnch VP7 1944 

For disposal 7 46 al GluralTar 
roTu(key3r.3,,,, LM2 

French VP 14 1944 
Sold 18.1245 at Frcetown 

Flee French 5 43, .. French VP2 1944 

'" Frcnch VP16 1944 
'" AI( Salely launch 7, " Ganner 1946. sold 1.3.57 

Flee French 30 8 43. = Ffench VP22 1944 
FrenchVP13 \4 1 44 

French Palmyre 19·H. = VP31 
Frcnch VP15 26 2 44 

To PaleS\ lne Pohce 5 I 46 

Sold 1946 
f'or d isposal 6 45 

Royal lnd'an Navy 1943; sold 1947 
Greek Khssou(a 4 9 45.101 d,sposal 1962 

Sold 22747 
Royal Indian Na\l'f 1944. sold 1947 

F,ench VP1 1 1944 
To Turkey 1942.1051942 on passage oul 
Mined 14 5 43 al 8rzerla 

To Italy 26.3 46 
Sold 1946 

LOST 4 43 in transport 
To Paleslme Governmenl2 46 

For d,sposal 7 A6 at Alexandria 
Sold 22 1245 al Freelown 

Royal Austrahan Na\l'f 9. 1 43. sold 10 1247, 
'" Los Neg(os 
Sold 1946 

55 Truscon. SI Joseph. Mk;higan, USA 

56 Walker. Colombo. Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) 
57 W<Xlds. Polter He.gham. Norlolk 

HV.HL IN " in A p, i/19.JJ , p,ior 10 "e. I'~ nsfe' lu 
r I<Yke)' ill Oaoo<r. Im perial War Museum 

The "'hulh",,,~ ~n" a"~~,,,d ";nll",,, c""" .. of 

llDML 11J6, 'f"hq we.e dipped .h~t> I"'T/icu/or/y 

du,inK the hmm of "",kHe", 10 p,~"t liKht ucap;,'i: 

(.om 'h ,,'/'ulhotl'c. n"y 01'0 gm;e P'otution 10 the 

hlm",'Qn. Cour!c<y nO}' Tyldcsley 

" 63 
1164 

" 65 
, 366 

05 

56 
56 
56 

G, 
Th 

rh 
Ih 

31 12.42 
18. 9 A2 

15.10.42 

2. 2.43 
2 (>~de~ed 17.6.41 and 2 ordered 26.6.41 

1167 52S 
1168 52S 

11 69 52S 

1170 52S 

24 o~dered 21.2.42 On Lend_Lease agreement 

117 1 13 Gr 11 1242 
11 72 

1173 
1174 

1175 

1176 
11 77 
1178 

1179 

"80 
118 \ 
11 82 

1183 

1184 

1185 

1186 

1187 
, >BB 

1189 

"90 

1191 

1192 

1193 

""" 

" " " " " " " " " " " 35 

35 

35 

35 

" 
" 07 

07 

20 

20 

20 

20 

2 o r dered 4.6.41 

1195 2 
1196 2 

G, 
G, 
G, 
G, 
G, 
G, 
G, 
G, 
G, 
G, 
G, 
G, 

G, 

G, 

G, 
G, 

G, 
G, 
G, 

G, 

G, 

G, 

G, 

G, 
G, 

16,12.42 

7 1.43 

16 lA3 
12 2 43 

12 2A3 
12 2 43 

4 3 .43 
4 3 43 

4 3A3 

23. 3.43 
23 343 

3.43 

3.43 

4A3 

543 
543 

543 

5.43 

6<3 

843 

'<3 
843 

843 

12.44 

forpcdoed 5.1.45 in the Adf iatic 
French Baalbek 1944, " VP32 
Sold 1946 

French VP5 1945, = La Belle Brlse 1952 

Lost on stOCks at the fall of Singapore 

Los! on stocks at the fall 01 Singapore 

LOSl on stocks at the lall of Singapore 
Lost on stOCkS al the fa ll 01 Singapore 

Returned United Slates Na\l'f 3.47 at Bombay 
Returned United Slatcs Na\l'f 3 A7 al Bombny 

Retumed United Slales Na\l'f 3.47 at Bombay 
Retumed United States Navy 3 47 at Bombay 

Returned United States Na\l'f 3.47 ill Bombay 
Returned United States Na\l'f 3 47 at Bombay 

Returned U"'led Stales Navy 3.47 at Bombay 
Retulned United Slates Navy 3 47 at Bombay 

Lost 21.8 44 in a hurricane o l[ Jamaica 

Relurned United States Na\l'f 3.47 al Bombay 
Relurned Un'ted Slates Na\l'f 3 47 al Bombay 
Returned Un,ted Stales Navy 3 47 at Bombay 

Royal New Zealand N,lVy, " P355 1 1950,,, Mako 
1956 

Royal New Zealand Navy. " P3552 1950, = Paea 
1956 

Royal New Zealand Navy, '= Army Bombardier 

1948. " Manga , " Qlpherl 

Royal New Zealand Navy, sold 5 47 

THE 72FT H .. 

Royal New Zealand Navy, = 35556B." Tarapunga 

Royal New Zealand Navy. : 3556A, = Takupu 1955 

Sold 1946 

Royal New Zealand Navy, '" 3562, ,, 0IpllerI1956. 
= Parore 1967 

Royal New Zealand Navy. = 3553. = TamakJ 1961. 
" Kahawal 4 66 

Royal New Zealand Navy, = 3554, = Iflrangi 1961 
= Maroro, sold 1972 

Royal New Zealand Navy. = 3555. = VII, 1955, ,, 
Ngapona 1959, = Tamure 1967. sold 1973 

Royal New Zealand Na\l'f , '" Ngapona 1948,,, 
356t 1950. ~ l landed 8 11,57 and broken up 

For dIsposal 1945 

Cancelled 1945 (launched 9 45) 
8 ordere d 25. 11 .41 for Ro yal N~vy and tr"nsferred to South Afri c an N",'y be fore complelion 

1197 40 Ga 24 7.43 listed 10 196 1 

1198 40 Ga 267.43 listed 10 1951 
"99 
' 200 
' 20' 
'202 
'203 
320' 

" 
" 40 

" 50 

50 
4 (> ~d"red 17.7 .41 

'205 

'206 
' 207 

'208 

55 

55 
55 

55 

G, 
G, 
G, 
G, 
G, 
G, 

G' 
G' 
G' 
G' 

20 743 
4 8.43 

6 84 3 
8.43 

22 743 

10.12 43 

29 12A4 

28 645 

2 orde ~ed 30.6.41 and 2 ordere d 1.7 .41 

1209 39 Ga 11 5.42 
1210 39 Ga 25,6 42 
1211 

1212 
52H 
52H 

rh 
rh 

2411A2 

11 1242 

Llsled 10 1951 
l,sled 10 1961 

LIsled lo 195 1 
Listed 10 1961 

lisled 10 196 1 
l,sled 10 1961 

LentiO Burma 1946, listed 10 1949 
LenllO Burma 4 46; sold to Bu,ma 1949 
Cancelled 29.12.44 
Cancelled 1944 

Sold 18.12.45 at Freelown 
Sold 1946. = yachl PerchflnCe 

For disposal 6.46 al Alexandria 

LOSl rn l,anSPO'iJrom the UK <I 43 

[ 

r~ • 

<t;: 

<t 
N 



74 Flag locker 79 
7~ lOin signal lamp 80 
76 Foot Slrips " 77 ' 2-pounder gun 82 
78 20mm Oerlikon 83 

Masterhead light 
Navigation light 
Awning 
Carley float 
Depth charge rack 

o • , " • , • " • 
I~ .... =---",,·-1 _. - . -. , 

.. ",'" , • . , "". """",. """ '0" ",r, ... 

84 6in dia vent 
85 Stanchion 
86 Safety rail 
87 Mark VII depth charge 
88 Thornycrolt 260bhp diesel engine 

- -. - - - -------- --- !.I.U 

92 Carley float 
93 Depth charge rack 
94 Sin dia vent 

25 



Harbour defence mOtor launch typical 
sheer elevation, Internal profile, deck 
plan and plan below deck (MLs 1129-
1136) 

Deck fining to emergency tiller 
2 Hatch to after pea'" 

I 
3 tOh sailing dinghy 

• Holman projector chock 
5 Companion 
6 Fuel tank filler 
7 Lubricaling oilliller , Gravity tank luelfiller 

• Deck light 

I 
'0 Bilge pump deck fitting 

" Deck filer to para/tin tank 
12 MlS socket for davit 
13 COR ancllOl 
14 MV with fan under 

'5 Stove pipe 
16 Windlass 
17 Davit 

" Mushroom vent ,. Ready use locker 
2Q Vegetable safe 
21 Warp crate 
22 3in dia vent 
23 Bin dia vent 

2' Machine gun mounting 

I 
25 ladder 
26 41n doa vent 
27 Mast 
2B After pea'" 
2. Wardloom 
30 Keyboard 
31 Shelves 
32 wrr room 
33 POS' cabin 

3' ISOgal fuel lan'" 
35 Uster auxiliary engine 
36 Batleries 
37 Stool 
3B Engineroom 

3' Workbench 

'0 Vice 
41 20gal oil tank 
42 SOgal gravity tan'" 
43 Ponable dec"'ing 
44 Sea in!et 

'5 Fuellan"'. 345gal 
46 Fuel tank, 31Sgal 
47 Passage ., Galley 

•• Hinge ·up table 
50 Sink 
51 Cupboard 
52 Asdic gear ;, 
53 Refrigeralor 
54 Coal locker 
55 AlIernalor 
56 Crew's WC 
57 Wash basin 
58 Forepea'" 
5. Sellae berths with loam cushions 
60 Hinged cot frames 

" Portable water tan'" under table 
62 loudspeakers 
63 F," 
64 Wheelhouse 
65 Throttles 
66 Voice pipes 

" Chafl tabh:! 
6B AlS recorder 
6. Rllle rack 
70 Pistol rack 
71 First aid chest 
72 Blackout cunain 
73 Compass 
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Appendix 3 

Extracts from Thc WeSl Auslralian 
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IIfC hereby notIfied that any u~c. dissemination. distribution or reproduction oflhe informlllion (whole or in part) is prohibIted. If you have received this mcs,'lagc in 
error please notIfy the sender and return the onginal message to West Australian Newspapers Ltd at our company's offiee!! 219 St C'reorge's Terrace. Penh 6000. _ 
Thank you. 
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SMALLCRAn 
LOT 99 HARDY COURT, TWO ROCKS, W.A. PHONE/FAX: (09) 5611588 

Proprietor: JOHN CLARKE - Incorporating Sun City Sea Charters and Ocean Park 

MR.TONY FERRINDA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 
FREMANTLE W.A. 6160 
FAX: 2392279 

DEAR TONY, 
RE: REPORT ON THE WRECK OF THE "F.V.LINDA" 

FOR THE W.A. MARITIME MUSEUM. 

THIS LETTER IS A REQUEST FOR INFORMATION FROM YOUR RECORDS 
AND FILES PERTAINING TO THE VESSEL "LINDA" A 72FOOT 
FAIRMILE (EX NAVAL VESSEL) WRECKED SOUTH WEST OF MOORE 
RIVER ON THE NIGHT OF 20TH OCTOBER 1960 ,WHILE HEADING 
NORTH TO ENGAGE IN FISHING. SKIPPER: JOHN ROBERTS (54). 

DETAILS FROM YOUR SURVEY FILES WOULD BE OF INTEREST AND 
MIGHT HELP TO IDENTIFY THE VESSEL. POSSIBLY "HARBOUR 
DEFENCE MOTOR LAUNCH' No 1315,1316,1317,1318,1319 OR 1320. 

DETAILS FROM AN INCIDENT REPORT, MIGHT INDICATE THE REASON 
FOR THE WRECK EVENT AND THE TRAGIC LOSS OF LIFE. PERHAPS 
THERE WAS AN OFFICIAL INQUIRY ? 

I APPRECIATE THE EFFORT THAT YOU ARE PREPARED TO MAKE. 

YOURS FAITHFULLY, ~~ ~ 

JOHN F.CLARKE 

26TH NOVEMBER 1960. 

P.S. I AM A REGISTERED RESEARCHER WITH THE 
PUBLIC RECORDS OFFICE OF W.A. No.6077. 
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My ref: DT/96/0056 
Your ref: 

Mr John Clarke 
SMALLCRAFf 
Lot 99 Hardy Court 
TWO ROCKS W A 6037 

Dear Mr Clarke 

Wreck of the "FV Linda" for the WA Maritime Museum 

Thank you for your letter of the 26 November 1996. 

~~ 
~ 
~ 

TRRNSPORT 
Department of Transport 

We have conducted a search of our records dating back to the time of the incident and 
unfortunately have been unable to locate any documents. 

We do have a listing of a file" 1020/60" titled "Inquiry into loss of L.F.B Linda near Moore 
River" on Harbour and Light index cards but have been unable to locate the file. The file 
would probably have been destroyed, as a Retention and Disposal schedule dating back to the 
sixties indicates that incident files such as this one were to be kept for two years then 
destroyed. We however have not been able to locate any documentation which verifies the 
destruction ofthe file. 

We also contacted the Public Records Office and they carried out a search of records they 
hold from Harbours and Rivers, Harbour and Light and Marine and Harbours but were unable 
to locate the file. 

A check of our survey records also did not locate any information on the "FV Linda". 
Unfortunately we are unable to assist in this instance. 

Yours sincerely 

Tony Ferrinda 
FO! Coordinator 

28 November 1996 

Road Safety is a community responsibility. 
Choose your speed - Choose your consequences. 

Fremantle Office 
1 Essex Street 
PO Box 402 Fremantle 
Western Australia 6959 
Telephone (09) 239 2399 
Facsimile (09) 239 2279 



5MALLCRAn 
LOT 99 HARDY COURT, TWO ROCKS, W.A. PHONE/FAX: (09) 5611588 

Proprietor: JOHN CLARKE - Incorporating Sun City Sea Charters and Ocean Park 

MR. PETER ROGERS 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES 
FAX: 4827389 

DEAR PETER, 
RE: REPORT ON THE WRECK OF THE "F.V.LINDA" 

FOR THE W.A. MARITIME MUSEUM. 

THIS LETTER IS A REQUEST FOR INFORMATION FROM YOUR RECORDS 
AND FILES PERTAINING TO THE VESSEL "LINDA" A 72FOOT 
FAIRMILE (EX NAVAL VESSEL) WRECKED SOUTH WEST OF MOORE 
RIVER ON THE NIGHT OF 20TH OCTOBER 1960 ,WHILE HEADING 
NORTH TO ENGAGE IN FISHING. SKIPPER: JOHN ROBERTS (54). 

DETAILS FROM YOUR FILES WOULD BE OF INTEREST AND 
MIGHT HELP TO IDENTIFY THE VESSEL. POSSIBLY "HARBOUR 
DEFENCE MOTOR LAUNCH" No 1315,1316,1317,1318,1319 OR 1320. 

DETAILS SUCH AS LENGTH, BREADTH, DRAFT, FISHING BOAT LICENSE 
NUMBER, NUMBER OF POTS FISHED, THE YEAR THAT IT FIRST BECAME 
A LICENSED FISHING BOAT ETC. WOULD BE USEFUL FOR OUR REPORT. 

I APPRECIATE THAT THIS INFORMATION WOULD NOT BE ON COMPUTER 
AND MAY TAKE A LITTLE TIME TO UNEARTH. 

THANKING YOU IN ANTISIPATION, 

YOURS FAITHFULLY, &L~~. 

JOHN F.CLARKE 

27TH NOVEMBER 1960. 

P.S. I AM A REGISTERED RESEARCHER WITH THE 
PUBLIC RECORDS OFFICE OF W.A. No.6077. 
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~~ =- ~":. ~ -. ~ ..... -~-~ ---FISHERIES DEPARTMENT 

Mr J Clarke 
Smallcraft 
Lot 99 Hardy Court 
TWO ROCKS WA 6037 

Dear Mr Clarke 

RE: FVLINDA 

Of WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Thank you for your letter of27 November seeking information on the fishing boat 
"Linda" . 

Unfortunately, this Department has no records of this boat. 

Y ours sincerely 

,fl1~~ 

f DRJWPENN 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

29 November 1996 

N :\EA\MLO\LE1\l996\CLARKE.DOC 

3rd floor SGIO Atrium, 168-170 St Georges Terrace Perth, Western Australia 6000 
Telephone: (09) 482 7333, Fox (general enquiries): (09) 482 7389, Fox (Execvtive Director's) off ice : (09) 481 3576 35 



Appendix 5 

Comparisons between the Linda and Norwegian Bay 

3 6 



SMALLCRAn 
LOT 99 HARDY COURT, TWO ROCKS, W.A. PHONE/FAX: (09) 5611588 

Proprietor: JOHN CLARKE - Incorporating Sun City Sea Charters and Ocean Park 

MR.MIKE McCARTHY 
W.A. MARITIME MUSEUM 
CLIFF ST. FREMANTLE 
W.A. 6160 

DEAR MIKE, 

FAIRMILES WRECKED ON THE W.A. COAST. 

THERE HAS BEEN SOME CONFUSION, IN MUSEUM PUBLICATIONS, 
REGARDING THE DETAILS OF THE FAIRMILE "LINDA" WRECKED 
SOUTH WEST Or' MOORE RIVER. A DETAILED REPORT ON THE 
VESSEL, THE WRECKING EVENT AND THE CURRENT STATUS OF 
THE WRECK SITE BY CLARKE AND SOUTER IS NEARING COMPLETION. 
RESEARCH HAS UNEARTHED A SECOND FAIRMILE THAT HAS CAUSED 
SOME OF THE CONFUSION: THE "NORWEGIAN BAY" AT WEDGE IS. 

LISTED ARE A FEW DETAILS OF BOTH VESSELS TO CLEAR ANY 
CONFUSION FOR FUTURE PUBLICATIONS: 

DATE OF WRECKING: 

LOCATION: 

FATALITIES: 

SALVAGED BY: 

GEAR RECOVERED: 

ENGINE TYPE : 

FISHING OPERATION 

DESTINATION: 

"LINDA" 

20/10/1960 

MOORE RIVER 

TWO MEN LOST 

BOB HUGIL 

ONE ENGINE, 
PROPS, RUDDERS, 
PORT HOLES AND 
ANCHORS. 

GRAY MARINE. 

CRAY FISHING. 

ABROLHOS IS. 

"NORWEGIAN BAY". 

17/06/1950 

WEDGE ISLAND. 

NO CASUALTIES. 

FRANK DOUGLAS & 
ALAN ROBINSON. 

LEAD INGOTS 
PORT HOLES ETC. 
(NEITHER ENGINE 
RECOVERED) . 

HERCULES. 

WHALING. 

POINT CLOATES. 

FRANK DOUGLAS, NOW RETIRED, SPENT MANY YEARS CRAY FISHING 
OUT OF SEA BIRD. FRANK HAS PROVIDED MANY OF THE DETAILS 
REGARDING THE "NORWEGIAN BAY". A CHART WILL BE SENT TO HIM 
SHORTLY, FOR HIM TO MARK THE ACTUAL WRECK SITE. 

THE DATE FOR THE WRECKING OF THE NORWEGIAN BAY AND ITS 
DESTINATION CAME FROM "WRECKS ON THE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN COAST" 
BY JACK LONEY. 

I HOPE THIS INFORMATION WILL GO ON FILE TO AVOID ANY CONFUSION 
IN FUTURE. 

YOURS FAITHFULLY, 

JOHN F.CLARKE 

30TH NOVEMBER 1996. 
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Dive: 9959 -0.0 44, 
;os:.': ....................... ...... L0'l ' JOHN. LOG 

'''~I"ll 
Da ·e: 12.U.1996 
TiMe: 99 : 92 

2S;/, • • • • • Place: TWO ROCKS 
Water: 29Q C (Min) 

8.91tlO S'fgF > --2.!i , 

"""" 
0, 

eNS ~kln HUSC b~n~ 

- . 
-) 

1-

2. 

3. I~ A I' "" ... .f'vv \ . '- ..1""'\ ~ 'fV 
... V , VVV 

I"'" 4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

5 0 10 0 15 0 20 0 25 0 30 0 35 0 40 0 45 0 

DIVE 1 PROFI LE 

Date: Tue, Nov. 12, 1996 Time: 09:02 
Locality: TWO ROCKS Dive site: LINDA WRECK SITE 

Alt. range: o m ... 900 m Surf. int: 
Weather: clear Air temp: 26 ·C 
Dive suit: wet suit Tank size: 

Maximum depth: 8.0 m Dive time: 00:37 
Min. temperature: 20 ·C Used air: 

Type of dive: Multiple ascent 
Dive activity: Wreck-dive 
Logged alarms: ASCENT 
Dive buddies: CORIOLI SOUTER 

Remarks: RESEARCH VESSEL 'TAKO' . DECKHAND - RAY KRAKOUER. 
MARINE ARCHAEOLOGIST - CORIOLI SOUTER. 
SKIPPER - JOHN CLARKE. 

Signature(s):~~~~ . 
~~ 

JOHN. LOG Dive #Oq50 
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DIVE 2 PROFILE 

Date: Tue, Nov. 12, 1996 Time: 10:40 
Locality: TWO ROCKS Dive site: LI NDA WRECK SITE 

Alt. range: 0 m ... 900 m Surf. int: 00:51 
Weather: clear Air temp: 26 ·C 
Dive suit: wet suit Tank size: 

Maximum depth: 5.4 m Dive time: 00:30 
Min. temperature: 20 ·C Used air: 

Type of dive: single ascent 
Dive activity: Wreck-dive 
Logged alarms: 
Dive buddies: CORIOLI SOUTER. 

Remarks: MEASURED LENGTH AND BREADTH OF SITE. 
CONFIRMED SITE PLAN 

Signature(s): ~t,~. 
~~ 

JOHN.LOG Dive #0051 
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Dive: 9958 
Log : JOHN. LOG 
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DIVE 3 PROFILE 
, 

Date: Wed, Nov. 27, 1996 Time: 09:51 
Locality: TWO ROCKS Dive site: LINDA WRECK 

Alt. range: Om ... 900 m Surf. int: 
Weather: clear Air temp: 24 ·C 
Dive suit: wet suit Tank size: 

Maximum depth: 7.1 m Dive time: 01:20 
Min. temperature: 20 ·C Used air: 

Type of dive: Multiple ascent 
Dive activity: Wreck-dive 
Logged alarms: 
Dive buddies: SOLO 

Remarks: DECKHAND RAY KRAKOUER. DRAGGED ANCHOR DURING DIVE. 
RAY SET SECOND ANCHOR. SUCCESSFUL DIVE IN MODERATE 
CONDITIONS. WOOD SAMPLES TAKEN. SEA COCK AND SKIN 
FITTING RECOVERED FOR RESEARCH. 

signature(s): 0~~~~ 
, 

JOHN. LOG Dive #0058 
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MANAGER 
LIBRARY AND RESO URCE CENTRE 
KA TE O'SULLIV AN LIBRARY BUILDING 
2 SWANBANK ROAD 
MAYLANDS WA 60S1 

TELEPHONE NUM BER (09) 370 7 174 
FAX NUMBER (09) 370 7175 

REQUEST FORHISrORICAL INFORM~TlON/ACCESS TO 
POLICE ARCHIVAL DOCUMENTS 

Pub; ic Recor':s 0 m ce. A ccess ion Number _________ {~J9. _________________________________________ -----------------

F i1eN olume N umber( s)/ Date( s ) ___________ ~_?_:i ___ L-~-~-~~------------______________ ---------------------
Title of Fii eiVol ume. as per Public «ccords Omce RegiSter----£:~-~~~-~-~-~:±---~-b!-~~-~-~----------

\,o'''f.e 14.cL. :; ( . 10 • l q '--0 
His tori cal in ronna t ion re :\U i red------ -- -------------------- ---.-----.------.-----------------------------------------------

/2£rMmV f7H2.. ,W-;$ tJ..(C m~tI7... . VE/.ItltJ (Jf ~S OF t-lfCE 
.. -------------------------------------------------------------------. -------------------,;------------;;;---------w;A'--f{M11U I ;I-t ~ 

fk /?PftIV Ai(, A ({0tffi..T atV 1l.+£ /J f1!j)1J 1f;tC. tl-UIS eu ; 
Rc aso 11 for Rc 4 ues 1-- ---------------- --- ------ ---- -------------- ----- ----------- ----------- ----- ---------------------------- • 

Nalne of Rescarcher--------~<51~m~\~-----Q-':M~~~----------- - ----m--m_mm __ _ 

Address ___ m~ __ ~19,m __ J~@:!?_:L_CgT_m ___ :I~9 ____ ~~~~~ ____ : ___ m _________ m 

lJ,A ' b0 '37 . .. ~:~:~~I-~~~~-~~-~:I-~-:~:~-~~:~-----;j--l--;--iii---~~::::~:~:2~~:lii~~::~~:-Q:r~~-
I (J=' 
Request Granled/Denied I I Yes I I No Officer's Signalure------------------------Date-----------------

1 Act ion t a ken .-.------------------.. ------. -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Appiicant Advised IYes [ I No Public Records Office Advised [ IYes [ I No 

NOTES 

Il lf unresu';clec access IS ~ral1led. the records may be viewed at the Public Records OffIce. Released 
documents may be pnotoc:Jpied at the discretion of the Manager. Public Records Office - telephone number 
(09) 4273360. 

If Ihe informalion COBlai,led in tte rquired documenls ,S found to be of a sensitive nature. th is application 
~ may be forwarded 10 the Police Service Freedom of Information Unit for consideration on the understanding 
11 thal a Cee may apply. 
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REPLY TO 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA PO LICE 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA POLICE HEADQUARTERS 
2 ADELAIDE TERRACE, EAST PERTH 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 6004 
TELEPHONE : (09) 2221111 
FACSIMILE: (09) 2221664 

TELEX : 92145 

Police Academy 
2 Swan Bank Road 
MA YLANDS W A 6051 

Mr John Clarke 
Lot 99 Hardy Court 
TWO ROCKS W A 6037 

Fear Mr Clarke 

Your Ref: 

W.A. Police Ref ; 

Your request of November 13, 1996, to access police file Accession 1910 460711960 
Fishing boat Linda - wrecked about two miles south of the mouth of Moore River on 
21101960 is granted, 

As discussed there is no reference to an inquest. The file relates to the action taken by 
police to locate the vessel after the distress flares were sighted. 

Yours sincerely 

S JHOBSON 
for JUDY BALLANTYNE 
MANAGER 
LIBRARY AND RESOURCE CENTRE 

November 27, 1996 

M1 2 
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I<ECEIVED PROM. Mnxwell Dii:A:3E of .L,.o LochlPt 2t. Como ( (,0-3201 or 
Tropical Tr·aclers, . i~ue:~n \,!i"ctorin St J "Pl"emeiitle J 'l?hone 
5-:')291 • . 

RECEIVED BY. 

AC'rIOH T ,\KEN. 

Cihnst BISHOP at 11-L~Opm. " f 
'; . 

" I have just J"etL1rnec1 fro"! V,e ITIrlllthof the Moore 
River in i the Gin Gin District! ' 

H. abollt 9-:!,Ojlm I noticed .thre e per] flares fired 
out at sea jnst 30uth oftbe .Moore '" i.ver, 'rhe flores 
inilicated tilatn ,boat I"as apP3remtly in dlst'ress~ 

Anot'l181' Hll1.n n ~1med !I f< () f:, JNSON H Rlso noticeeJ ' the 
flares, and to!Oe the l' ·.ve went : to a i,iJ 1 and flaShed a 
sianal in t!le direction but got no rc ,Jponse . . I ~m 
d~finite that they were flares~ 

Const BISHOP att e l1flj,n~, contacted :Ji e n.'.11 -:·3 ta,tlon. 
Overseas TelecOflllTIl1l1ica tioq GO(ittfJin:-: ion, n6 lriforrn.atlon 
to a8:>ist. 

, 
ll'remantle P !,lice Ull(l ,lJiC '!iOl':i.a :UflY contactea", to 

enquire l'e fishj.n~ cra f t tll vicinity (j r iflfo r mo. tion 
of overJue craft . 

Dept ' of Havy ;[.r ' ;' . S . Leeuwin contacte", l'epbrt.ied 
no navell craft in vicini ty •. Premantle anel Victoria 
,luay reports no inf(lrtllClti.on re n vepdue boat~ .• 

Gin~:in P o lice to be ~: :iven information at 7um 
21-10-hO, and n8ke(1 to make iOrj1lipies and to advise 
Central • ' . 

Oonst pg~rEH3 0H Gin rr l n P 01tce wlvJ.s.ed ftt 7-30am 
21-10-~O and mal(inc In~li~ies. 

V .E.T. message no 339 to Gel'nlrltnn Police forw8rded 
pe,r G. I .B. fDV . Lrnnsnd.soton at 7-!~8 am a s f .f}Jilass ~ 

At abOtlt 9-}\Opm 20th inst, · t llr~~ red f19re s ~e~e 
sighted at sea . ,jn'st 80llth of Mouth of lAoore ~i vel' 
" S'fOP " Possibly from boadt in (li8t1'e8',6, 'STOP" 

Check of all so " rces tGi~ ~nd failed to obt~in 
informatton re .b03t6 likely to be in that vi<':inity 
" STOll 11 , . . . 

Please. inqhire at Gerald~on re boats lik.ely to be 
in above · niei1tion~d area, ancj'· apvise. 

, . 
" t , 

I 
" 

CENT RAJ. STATION. 

21-10-60, 
; .. 
i, , 

, , 
; , 

l:i 
i 

" " WJ 
I.", 

.f., " 

, 
" .,.: :., . . . , 

• I '. 
·i' 1 

( .,,;. 

46 



--""" ,~. " . , 
"' 1" ;'r"' ;' d, :",:t:'l:"I:,;,~ 

, " 

, ,,' .. 
.! r 

" INSPECTOR BROUN 
.' , '." 

I note the action takell' upon receipt of' , 
the in:t'ormation 1'rom Mr. Del!s~, and al.though fairly COIII- ,I,' 
prehensive it should have been 1'urthered by ea~ly advice 
to either the Deputy ,Commissioner o~ Chie1' Inspector"so 
that immediate action could have been taken to have '9. ,sea , 
crat't proceed to the vicinity by dawn to search under the 
Air Sea Rescue Org~isation. 

Although we have had such reports which 
havs provsd negatiVe, each must be regarded as serious 
until otherwise proved. ' 

I al.so consider the 01'1'icer in Charge Gin
Gin should have been alerted to be on the coaet by daybre,ak. 
7.30 a.m. was 1'ar too late. 

The outcome may or may nqt have been di1'-
1'erent regarding the 'loss 01' li1'e. 

Please instruct in t'uture, any such reports 
must be noti1'ied to those o1'1'icers mentioned, ' or in their " 
absence, mysel1'. 

24th October, 1960. 
RTU:MR. 

The : fore~oing comcrunic~tj, on fro~ . ttle 
Com' , i s£ionor of Police ' is forwarder1, for ,: Information ut r;entral 
ctation. 

It s .ouldbe noteil hy all' Inspectol'S anit ' First Class 
Sergeants. 

A. copy is to be taken and nosterl at Cant,. " l for 
~eneral in~ormation. 

The instructions contaj'ned, in the memoranilum ar" to be · carried 
out nromptly if any reoorts of till s nflture are., received i.n , the 
future. 

n.O.Perth 
?41l0/60 --.---

SERGEANT MEAKINS. 

Central Office 

Central Stn. 
24: 10: 60. 

,For , st~eqtion. plea~e. 

", - -
P~ease ,post copies 

an,d Se~geants Room. -
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SERGEANT PURKISS. 

Please heve 
G ommis-s-foner - of -Pol1ce -n'6t"d 

._. _____ QE)nt;:n!L§t;~HQ!l, _____ .. _____ ._. 

Centrel Stn. 
' 18T ll: - 00~'''''-

l;t · !!/ - @ 

/,l. /../. ( 0 

)1- 1.l-bt7 

Inspector. Lowry 

. r - _ .. 

, . , 

the attache,! memorandum by the . . 
by all First Class Sergeants at~ 

C 1 .... "- ..,._-.- _ .. ---,._- -

Forwarded. File has been ' noted by 1st Class : 
. Sergeants at Central ·Station. . . .. ,. : .. 

Copy memorand~m has been ·.taken and pO'l ' ed at 
Central Stat 1on. 

., 
" 

'. 

, 
, . 

.... ...-



\ 
\ 

.-

Inspeator Reilly. 

Copy of Memorandum has been posted at 'i, , 
Central Station,and in the SeJ;'geants Room at Central Statlo,n" 

Central Station. 
24---10---1960 

File noted by me. 

Sergeant Purkiss. 

For your information and to note please, 
then pass to other Relief for similar attention.' 

Central Station. 
24----10---1960 

SERG'{I. MEAKINS. 

Noted. 

" 

File to Sergeant Mefihennett for 

CENTRAL STN. 
24: 10: 60. 

INSPECTOH LOWRY - '_ .-

Attached memorandum rospectfu.1Jy not, ed. 

Cnntrsl ::ltut ion 
24.10.60 

~~, 

~J1-~' 
.2)- . /?>, 6> Cl • 

.. 

'l 

'~. -.\ "., 

,I 
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